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: By DEAN SHACKLETY ' ‘ '+ foLT el
‘ THERE ARE EASIER ways to turn a buck thayn working at news-
Papering. Sometimes the decisions that have to be made cogme hard.",

When this happens newspapers - and the communjcation  medja in.-
general - often are blamed for the unpdpular news they report; Wi .
Nothing new about this. The problem-has been haunting us for
years. Couple of weeks back [

" Gannett publishers and editors.

i 5

was inf Chicago to attend a meeting of
While unpacking my suitcase I turned

Parliament where'he was under
¢ Abraham Lincoln's assassination, .1 B TR
) Reuter’s first report, carried by no other news agency, ciused a
- Tun on the British stockmarket that wiped out several fortunes. Fev .

believed the Reuter news and ; 1 gover _ ‘
' penalties be assessed against him and controly be enforced on the

press in gemeral, - . . ST Foac i

- At the peak of the debate
~ States’ ambassador that Lj
praised as Reuter beamed a ‘
the MGM lion began his
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! ing. No response came from the public. Next an artist’s sketch of the
; girl's face was printed. Stil] NO response, ¥ ... v oo s 8 =
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A pleture of the dead girl’s Face, taken for the sherlff's g“:fﬁcef‘wm'_
: available, Investigators ab this peint had exhausted all Teads. ft was’
Felt that wide sirculation- of the picture could [eud 1o an identificati
{5, 4 d the possible affront to ‘sur renders'’ o~

8 2, hQVVﬁiéﬁm_‘and

crime, this Inexcusable™¥iolation of & young life ockéd and-dEF>
‘tutbed mé ag few things have in this business, What I don’t under- -
stand is those who seem to think such a picture was pr:nteq to 'fina.né' )
cially bénefit The Olympian or satisfy some perverse quirk of its.-
editor. - . - R
We received about ten telephone callé and two lettérs zlong this

line and I was visited by a.delegation of four men.who personally ;
came in to registet their displeasure. They
condetnning me for this “'distasteful -effort ¢
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Hard Decisions

scribing both ot their place of business and at home ond some buying
.. @ newsipaper off o downfown stand, as well as subscribing for home
o delivery. | SR e et Lo
..+~ But the critics 1 understand least are those who seem to reflecta
- need to be given the unpleasant news of the day in a sugar-coated,
.- easily digested, acid-free pill: Unfortunately, life isn't like that. For a
- newspaper to suggest that it is would be a real disservice to readers.
- WHICH BRINGS ME to'my second,’and equally important, rea- -
- son for printing this disturbing picture of the murder victim. If such-a
. picture will cause one, young person -— rnale or female — to give a
second thought to climbing into a car with =~ or opening adoorto —g ~
stranger it will have'served a most important purpose. Lo
One of my visltors complained the picture cavsed. his young son to
weke up in the middle of the night with o bad dream. Better that he
wake 'up in his own bed whers he can be' comforted by parents than
. perhaps make a mistake, such as, the one that fed to cur murder
vicim's death -and suddenly come fuce te face with cold hard realism
miles from any possible help.. = &' 5 - . CoRe e
. Unfortunately, this is not the best of all possible worlds populated: =
* . only by those as understanding and forgiving as parents and the boy
" next door, There are such things as bad boys and they often grow up
to be bad men, commit bad deeds, arg caught and ‘turned ose to do -

- . it again. Sorry about that, but it’s true. P

;.. THE MCKENNY PARK 'murder victim was identified the day" -
. after we printed the disturbing picturé on page one. While the picture
. .did not lead to the identification, at the time I made my decision to ™
_run it, it was the only unexploited lead remaining. PR
©...° L think all of our sensibilities have been shocked by this terribie -
. orime and the fact we now musi add the name of Katherine Merry
Devine, 14, to the listing of the unsolved murder of Pat ‘Garrisen, 17, ;
... and the missing, and feared dead, Debbie Potter, 19. I think many of +-’
. us are disturbed by the fa¢t gur community has changed to the extent ",
at such things are happening her. R A
*For my part, I'will continue t6° make the Liard decisions that are a
part of my job. Same of you will not alwdys ugrae with what [ decide
byt'l hdpe you'will accept the: fact that | bose them on what 1ihink iy
best for the majority of pyr recders r— which is another way of 5
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