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Susan, is this statement being recorded with your permission?
Yes, it is.

Would you state for me your full name and spell it, pleage?
Susan Marie Cosden. S-u-s-a-n M-air—j-e C~o-s-d-e-n.

Susan, do you have any brothers or sisters?
I have two brothers. Bill Cosden, Tim Cosden, and a sister, Karen
Cosden,

And can you tell me where Bill Cosden is now?
He's at McNeil.

Are you familiar with his past history involving the incident back
in Maryland? '
From what he has told me. I've been told two stories.

When you were growing up, do you remember living on Wesley Drive
in Olympia?
Yes, I do.

Can you recall about when that was that you resided there?
We moved to Washington in '68 and we moved from Wesley Drive to
Tumwater in '73.

Now when you lived on Wesley Drive, who else lived at that residence
beside yourself?

Well, we had a boarder, Curtis Stewart, um, my mom and my dad and
my sister, Karen, and my brother, Tim,

And during the years that you lived at Wesley Drive, where was your
older brother, Bill, at?

He was in a hospital back east and my knowl--my knowledge was that
he had been there, gee, three years, four years at the most, and
then he was coming out to live with us and then find work and a
place to live,

Did he live with you and your family on Wesley Drive for any period
of time? ‘

Yes, he did. He, as far as the length, I'm not real sure on how
long it was but he did stay at the house when he just, when he came
back. A :
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Did, did he move with you and the rest of the family when you moved
to the Armstrong Road?

No. No, at that time, he had married Rita when we were still on
Wesley Drive and they had a place of their own at Scott Lake, But
we, our, our new house was closer, about two miles from his.

S0 he visited frequently?
Quite frequently.

When you lived at Wesley Drive, did you have any problems with Bill
doing things to you that you didn't like or you didn't think were
right?

As far as doing anything I didn't like, um, as far as being molested,
of course I didn't like it but doing anything I didn't think was
right, course, I didn't know it was right but I didn't know what to
do about it., It...

What were the, well, just tell me what some of the things were that
Bill did to you at the Wesley Drive home?

Well, he always played, he played very rough. He would rough and
tumble play, always tickling until you're just exhausted, crying
tickling.

Where would he tickle you?
Everywhere. And I mean everywhere.

Can you be more sgpecific?
Uh, your back, your rib cage, your feet, your legs, your buttocks,
your everywhere. Everywhere.

When, when he tickled you, would he touch your breasts or your
vaginal area?

Mostly just, in front of people is when he'd ti--when he would
overtly wrestle with me in front of people, it was, it was just
tickling on the rib cage and the upper body but alone, he'd, it,
the, the tickling, it was an excuse to be close to me. I'm sure
that was an excuse. In front of people he could justify that it's
tickling or playing rough but alone, he, it wasn't tic--he didn't
tickle me at all.

Were there specific rooms of the house at Wesley Drive that things
would happen between you and Bill when you were alone? :
What I remember at Wesley Drive is that most of the incidents took
place at, at my current residence. Um, I remember the living room,
the front room. I don't remember my bedroom although I bet you it
did happen there, too.

What do you remember happening in the living room up at Wesley Drive?
I remember being on it, the couch or the floor, Bill being on top

of me with, we were both clothed, my hands over my head. He would
hold my hands there with one--

With one arm? :
--one. His, one arm could, not, could pretty well restrain my
whole body. He was twice, more than twice the size of me. Um,
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but he would sit on my abdomen area and proceed to touch and try to
kiss, ©Not, not a peck kiss more or less.

Where would he touch you?
Gosh. Um, mostly the upper body. Although he has, on Wesley Drive,
though, mos--it was all upper body. I'm sure it was--

You mean--
~='cause I would've remembered. I would've remembered that.

Are you referring to your breasts?
Yes.

Would that be inside or outside of your clothing?
In and out.

And you say he tried to kiss you?
MIn—hm‘

Where?
On my mouth.

Anywhere else?
And my neck. And ny neck.

'kay. How about the breasts?
At Wesley Drive, no. Most of the things that I remember are at
a, Armstrong. I, I would ask about Armstrong.

Okay. Well, now you say he didn't live you at the Armstrong res-
idence but visited often. '
Visited quite often. Because--

How many times a week would you say he would visit?

Well, he worked at the Truck Stop and my home is located in between
the Truck Stop and his house and so he could come over whenever he
wanted. He would either bring the kids over but he came over a lot
and, well, maybe I shouldn't. Um, he came over a lot on his own
just to more or less kill time or to not be at home and in a week,
I'd say probably in a week, he would be there three times and in
the two times it happened and the two, in the two, out of two times
there, something, something like that would've taken place with him
and I. I would say out of a time of three, then at least twice.

Would anyone-- ‘
S0 the ratio was pretty high on my side.

Okay. Would anyone else be home when these things would happen?
That's what, that's what the killer is. I, I'd hate to think what
people, what it would be like if he, if they weren't home because
every time something happened, someone was there.

Would they be in the same room? ‘
And...no, No, they would be in the next room. They, I could hear
their conversations and this was happening in this room.
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Do you recall him doing anything to you in your bedroom at the
Armstrong home? ,

That's, it happened in the bedroom and the living room guite a bit.
Um, coming in when I was sleeping. I remember Christmas eve was

one of the worst times when he would come in. That was right before
he went in.

In where? :

Into, uh, at that time it was Walla Walla where, where he was sent.
Um, he would come in when everyone was sleeping and I guess that's
just as well as being alone when I think of it. Mom was stuffing
stockings and, uh, was in bed. Karen was in bed. BEveryone had
gone home and he would come into my room and, although I don't
remember him asking me to get out of the covers, I remember not
being in the covers for some reason.

Do you remember if he pulled them down?
You know, he could've done that. I'm really not sure.

Do you remember what you were wearing?
Um, I always had a short flannel nightgown.

Anything underneath?
With underpants.

No bra?
I didn't wear a bra.

Do you remember what he would be wearing?
He had his regular clothing on...

What would he do?
-..every time. He would rub against me. Um, not, not like a cat
rubs against a pole. Something, uh, violent, uh, hard.

Did, did it hurt?

Yes. Yes. I mean, even having him, even if he was to rub his
penis on my leg, it was hard enough where the.size I was compared
to the size he was, through jeans or whatever you're gonna, I
would hate to think that, uh, I just, he was very strong.

When he, when he would come into the bedroom, would he get in bed
with you?

No. I was above the covers so I wasn't really in bed., 1 was on
the bed., He would come on the bed.

Would he lay down on top of you?
Always on top of me. Always on top of me,

And he would rub his penis against you?
Against me.

Where at?
The lower body.
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In the vaginal area?
Yes.

How about on the stomach?
Mm, not that I remember.

When he would rub his penis, would he say anything or do anything
else?

He never, now that's, he never talked about what he wanted me to

do or what he liked. He would, it was like he was some big teacher,
uh, the way he, he went about this.

Do~—
When--

Do you know when, if he was doing this, he would have, uh, an
erection? .

Uh, well, at the time, I really didn't know what one was. I just
kind of assumed that that was the way everyone was. When I think
of it, the, him pushing against me, now being older when I think of
how hard he was, he wasn't just strong and big, he must've. I mean,
at the time I didn't think...

Do you remember if anything came out of his penis or would you...
I wouldn't've known. BHe had his jeans on so I don't know that.
But...

Did, did you tell him if it hurt?
Oh, I told him all the time it hurt.

What would he say? :

Well, it was either that he, that Rita and Noelle couldn't come

over or that, now this is funny but he'd tell Mom and Dad and that's
really funny because telling Mom and Dad, it was that he would make
up a story. He would say, well, I'll get you in trouble ox, you
know, say things to that effect. But it was mostly the threat of
Rita. But he never threatened it with me like T'11l hit you or any-
thing like that but he did. He would slap. He would use, the only
object he ever used against me was, uh, just a stuffed animal that
happened to have a heart center.

What happened on that occasion?

I tried to get away and he hit me with the, the animal and it ripped
the leg off. But at the same time, it hit me on the side of the
head. And I remember it hurting quite a bit and when I gave it to
my mom to fix, it was like a hush-hush type of, it wasn't, it was
oh, Bill just played too rough again.

Do you remember what he was do--doing to you on that occasion that
you tried to get away from him?

Oh, it's always the same. He always would be on top of me, touch
me, try to kiss me, not just a peck kiss, try to French kiss me,

I remember k--I remember biting my lips, keep my lips shut so he
couldn't get in there and he would, he would just push. He would...

-

e




>

»

HiIo PO

- LI ] . * -

ol So N So N N

73-17592-12
-6 - 74-9255-¢

Did he ever put his~-
That was every time. That was every single time.

Did he ever try to kiss you anywhere else besides on your lips?

My neck. And when, and probably, you know, it's funny to think,
at the time I didn't even have breasts, I mean, at, I guess it

could've gone lower. It probably did, My shoulders, yes, so it
must've, if he was there, he must've gone down farther. 1I've,

1 was a little girl. I had nothing. I had nothing!

When he touched you under your clothing, would it always be just
in the area of the breasts?

That I remember, yes. Anything that would be a place not to touch |
me. |

Do you remember him hurting you while he did that?
Squeezing me. I remember him squeezing.

How hard?

Ha--hard enough that I had hand prints on, on both knuckles from
being squeezed and his hands, well, right now my hands are full
grown and his are twice the size of mine. He could pick up a
basketball with one hand. Okay, on an eight-year~old you know
that...

Did he touch you with his hands anywhere else underneath your
clothing? ‘
Not underneath my clothing; through my clothing.

And on top of the clothing?
On top of the clothing.

Where else would he touch you on top of the clothing?
Would be my vagina, my lower...

What would he do when he would touch you there?

He would just rub really hard. He would just...it was like, oh,
I hate to, when I think of, I was just something that he could
rub against is what I felt like. I was something that, I wasn't
his little sister although now he says that it was because I

was his little sister. That's his only justification for it.

So you have talked to him about these things?
Yes. Uh, probably about when I was.a freshman in college when I
did.

At the time that he did this, though, he threatened to not let
you see your niece--
My niece.

-~or if you tell your parents bad things about you?

To, to my, and he could do it, too. And he was somebody that
could've done that. You know, when you tell a child that you're
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gonna be in trouble for something, and at the time now I would just
laugh. Why should I be in trouble for being molested. Thexre's no
way I should be in trouble. But at the time, he could, he could
turn anything around.

Did you--
He has a way of...

Did you understand what was happening at the time?

Well, it wasn't even until my freshman year in high school where I
could even tell what had really happened to me. I didn't tell any-
body 'cause I didn't know.

What were you feeling when this was going on?

I thought that it would stop soon. Uh, he, I knew he, for instance,
when, when I was, I was eight years old when he went in, I was
eight years old when he went in and--.

To prison?

To prison. And I remember the police coming to his house and I
remember everybody being serious about it and I didn't even cry.

I mean, I was happy. And that shows you, I, I mean just coming

to the realization that, well, he would come like, he would come
when I was taking a shower, he'd come into the bathroom, he'd

come when I'm washing my hair. He would come in the bathroom guite
a bit. And he would spe--he was, he go up and he goes I'm gonna

go see the girls and he'd walk in the bathroom and, and Mom would

say Bill, please don't go in there. Please.

Do you, do you remember anything happening to you in the bathroom?
Oh, the same touching. Touching. The same thing that w%:ppen

and (unintelligible) in my bedroom. It, I would be, if was
two and I was eight and I, we would take baths together and Bill
would come in when I was taking it. Well he just...staring funny.
I knew that.

Would he touch you when you were in the bathtub?

He would, not in front of JUIJl he didn't. But when I was in the
shower, he would open the shower curtain. When I would, uh, hagd
my top off, I remember this one time I had my top off and I was,
the door was always shut but it just wasn't locked and I was lean-
ing over and I was washing my hair. I had soap in my eyes but I
could tell somebody was in the room. I could, I had a feeling
someone was in the room. 1 turned around and he behind me, like
on the, I was leaning down on my knees washing my hair and he was,
I think I had my, I could've, no, I didn't even wear a training
bra so I didn't have a bra on and I was washing my hair and he came
behind me-~- :

What did he do?
~-and squeezed me again in front.

Did he rub against you while he was doing that?
Not that I remember. He probably could. He's, his, his body, the
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length of his body compared to the size I was, I mean if he was to
rub against me, it sure wouldn't've ended up at my buttocks; it
would've ended up, uh, he, I don't even know where in proportion to
the size he was compared to me.

Were you afraid of your brother?

I was afraid when I was alone with him because that's the only time
things like that happened. In family things like when we'd have

a picnic or when there would be people over for dinner, when they,

I liked it when they came really did 'cause the house, it
was fun, there was always,%was there, Rita was there and,

and Bill was there. He was, he could, he wasn't, he wasn't a solemn
type of guy. He--

Would he be nice to you when he was over there with his wife and
family?

Oh~-oh, yeah. He was really, he was, if things were going his way.
Although if, if it was something, as I told you before, was, um, if
he'd lose a game, a card game or a, or a pinochle game or anything
like that, he would, he would get upset and he'd leave.

Do you remember Rita being at the house or your niece being at the
house when he would do these things or would it be after they had
left and he would come back?

Both. Both. The real bad time, the time that Christmas that I
remember was after they had left.

And he came back to the house?

'And he came back. But, you know; when'I'even, you know, the more

I'm talking about it, it's happened at his house, too. I mean, it
happened with everyone around. It has happened in their trailer
at Scott Lake, too. Matter of fact, ﬂs first birthday, at
that time of the year, that was summer of, summer of '74? No, '73.
(Unintelligible.)

And what happened in the trailer?

The same thing. It was always the same thing. As far as being
restrained. Being restrained was the worst and, and I remember
twisting my neck and trying so he wouldn't kiss me and so it's
obvious he must've gotten my neck. I mean, it's down the, 'n',
and I just...

Do you remember if he ever put anything inside of you?
No, he didn't. I would've remembered that.

Did he make you do things to him?
No.

Did he--
No, and that's what was really, no, he didn't.

Did he ask you to do anything to him?
No. And he didn't even talk about what he liked or anything. It

S22/




>

D O

A,

>0

© 73-17592-12
-9 - 74-9255-6

was just like I was just something there for him to do that to.

It was like, it was like he was getting to--he was being gratified
by this, I know, because there were, there was, it wasn't just

like a, I think that it, I would consider it now to the same extent
as an orgasm, the way he acted in his, in his, the speech pattern,
the way he would talk and speed up and then he'd ha--he just, you
know.

When he'd be rubbing against you, would, would it just end real
sudden like? :

Yeah, he'd get up and run away. Or I would run away. Or I'd try
to get away. Just, it didn't last a long time. It was enough for
him to--I hate the expression but enough for him to get it up is
not a bad expression to use.

Whatever you want to use is fine. After he went to prison, did,

was there an opportunity for him ta, to do these things to you again?
No. He's been in prison since...the only opportunity I've seen him
since 5th grade is, um, at my father's funeral.

When was that?
Um, December of '83. So the beginning of 1984,

Was there a particular reason you were afraid of Bill?

He's, um, well, not only his size. His size was, uh, it's still,
now, I'm even afraid of his size. He has a temper that, the way
I'm saying, he could blow up at the slightest thing. And you never
knew what to expect. I mean, it could be just a vocal temper or

he could be throwing things or yelling at the top of his lungs and
leaving. He was very unpredictable. He wasn't a predictable per-
son. You, predictable in the sense that you knew that he could get
upset but to what extent that anger took him, you don't know. I
mean, there was plenty of times where he drove off furious,

Did you ever seen him in a--

Furious. He would drive off because if was playing with me too
rough on the floor and I would, I would scr--I screamed guite a
bit when people were around if he was tickling and, and rough
hou--housing on the floor. Mom would say please leave her alone.
Please leave her alone. And I would scream and he'd get mad at
me. Mom would be mad at me for screaming and, you know, she'd
say he's just playing rough. Please, Bill, leave her alone. And,
you know, even on some days he might leave me alone but at the same
day you might say the same thing to him and he'd go I'm leaving,
you know, and he'd take off and he'd just go out in a huff, you
know, and so...

What would he be like when he'd get mad?

Gosh, He was like a little kid. It was like a temper tantrum,
It was short lived but lasted a long time on everyone else. I'm
sure he would have a fit in the morning and by noon he wouldn't
remember,

What would he do when he got mad?
Oh, besides hand gestures, hitting the walls or doors or slamming...
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What would he say?
Just vulgar speech as far as--do I have to say the wordr

No,
Okay. Words that you wouldn't use to your parents or to any mixed
company. ‘

Did that happen often?
He, yeah. Pretty often. I mean, it still happens now on the tele-
phone., I mean, there's still... :

Did you ever tell your parents about what Bill was doing to you?
My freshman year in high school I did.

And at that time--
And I told 'em both together.

And at that time Bill was still in prison?

Yeah. At the time, they, people, my sister had gone to visit him
and my brother had gone to visit him and I was the only one left
that didn't visit him and so I was, I was questioned why I didn't
go visit him and wha--in my book, I guess, I don't wanna seen
judged as to, pardon the word, but loocked down upon because I
believed he was guilty. I believed that why he was sent there,
he was sent there for guilt and 1, no one else had the, you know
what I'm saying. They thought that I was hold it against him
because, well, he is your brother. Even though he's in prison
you should, because of them I said well, I'm not gonna visit him
because, and, just, I had trouble dating. I guess when I went to
high school, I had, boom, all of a sudden got dates and they all
happened to be older and, like juniors or seniors, and I wondered
why they wanted to take me out although I was 14 and in high school.
Um, I had a, as far as sexuality, I hadn't even, the things that
Bill was doing to me was what you would see done to a couple in

& car, maybe, in their first, it just, it's a petting session

but this was a petting session of one person against a child that
wasn't...

Did you have trouble when you were dating, then?

Well, I remember one time in particular, this is when T really
questioned it, was that I went out with a football player and we
went to pizza after a game and he was, he fit Bill's description
exactly. I mean, he was dark hair. He was nice looking and he
was, he was over six feet, over 6-1, I'm sure, and he went to
kKiss me at the door and I ran into the bathroom. Well, I kissed
him but I ran into the bathroom and I threw up and as I sgaid
before, I thought, I thought something was wrong with me. You
know, I'd been, you know, going .- through adolescence is hard enough
and that's when I, that's really why I told my parents. I didn't
say this is be--I have to tell you what Bill did to me. It wasn't
that. It was like I have to tell you what happened to me. It,
Bill was already out of my life. It wasn't this is what Bill did
to me. Can you believe this. It was this is what's happened to
me and I'm having trouble dealing with this right now because I'm

.
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expected to be in this world of men and women and I don't even know

what's going on.

Do you know if Bill did anything like this to your sister?

She's just started to talk about it. As far as, um, I've heard
my sister-in-law, Margaret, had said that she told Ny mom years
ago, like, oh, ten years ago? Eleven years ago? Before he, well,
it was before he went in so I guess it's been eleven years that
something had happened with Karen. But nobody's ever told me the
whole story until I told Karen that he was up for parole. She,
well, she said he's watched as far as, um, (pop) her in the shower
or, um, there was this one time, this is what she told, that, that
she said that he molested her the first day he came back.

Did she give you any details?
No.

Has she told any details?
No. I don't even think she's probably told some of her closest
friends. She, she, I think she's told Margaret some things.

How did she react when you asked her about what Bill's done to
her?

Well, for a very, she's a very special lady and she, she kinda
loses all control. She doesn't. She looks afraid and the first
thing she said is I'm not coming back. If he's, if he's in this
town, I'm not coming back here. I can find an excuse. I'm, I
don't have to live here. I never have to see him. And it's like,
great. e t ' '

How did she react emotionally?

Oh, she cries. She's, it's, it's not like she cries and pouts;
it's like she's crying and she's, it's a sca--it's a scared cry.
It's a suppressed cry. She's afraid. She's...

Do you want Bill to come back to the home?

I think that in my, I (unintelligible) I suppose if I wanna look
at the human side of this, I think well, he has served time and
maybe he's served enough, There's only, you know, I can't, I
can't say this is how long, you know. I can't. Then it just
turns on just ven--it's a vengeance against him.

Well how do you feel?

But as far as him coming to my house, no, I don't want him there.
But I consider myself a guest in that house because T am, I will
be 21 the end of this week and I'm a senior in college and I'm
not paying for my whole school. I go to a private college. I'm
staying at home and I figure that, well, if he's gonna be there,
then they made a choice and I wasn't the choice and so...

Do you think Bill's safe to be out amongst the public?

That's the reason why I'm doing this is because, um, I don't

fear for myself although I will leave the house just to make
myself feel better. I don't wanna, I'm at the point now, now I've
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this is, this is, maybe you've run into this before with him,
Peo-~children that have gone through that is, but I was a little
girl when he left. A little girl mind and body and now I've grown
up and even being in a bikini, having him see me in a bikini or a
one piece or in my nightgown, I do not want him to even look at me,
I, I felt funny when I was in a three-piece suit at my father's
funeral because oh, now I have breasts, now I'm a woman, now I've
grown up and now he's locking at me, you know, and that's, I don't
know if you can identify with that but TI--

Do you think he presents a danger to other women?

Not to, well, his history surely speaks as far as women, as far as
adults, yes. As far as his history, yeah, it's black and white

but as far as, nothing's been written about children and right now,

I am, um, I work in elementary schools and I just have, I did this
only because I've seen things happen and I know once a child molester,
I know treatment doesn't always work but you can't you can't just

go through life and pretend it didn't happen because it's something
inside that individual, whether it's a man or a woman.

Has, has Bill told you he's sorry for what happened?
No.

He hasn't apologized?

I'm, when I talk to him on the phone, which I usually, calls me
calling collect and I hand the phone over. I was the only one home
a few times and I wish I had dates on that. It's, it was in the-
summer and I talked for over two hours so you know I really said

a lot. I, um, I said well why did you do this to me? I was feel-
ing pretty righteous at the time. Why did you do this to me?

And he says well, I did it because da-da-da-da~da~da-da, and th--
and he went saying that I was his own flesh and blood and that,

I said why'd you do this to Karen? See, now Bill will admit Karen
although Karen hasn't come out with all the story. Bill can talk
about times back to when they were in Maryland when she was third
grade and we moved out here. So things had happened back in Mary-—
land. Although I don't know what things in particular.

Was he sorry about what happened to you?

No, he told me he'd be happy to give me the names of his doctors
and all this stuff and, um, it was the flesh and blood is what
got me and saying, I mean he even got so specific as to say he
did this to me because we were from the same womb. I mean it got
that, when I say couldn't justify anything, he couldn't...

Well, do you have an opinion as to whether or not you think he's
safe to be out at large?

My opinion...no. Flat out no. Um, I don't know, know, I don't
know if I'm saying no. I haven't come to that point yet. I don't
know if I'm saying no because of what he's done to me as far as I
consider him, I consider it as a totally different case in my book.
I know it might help in other areas but I don't think, if there's
a child, I think of him maybe getting out, getting a job say with
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an electric company or welding somewhere or doing something, goes
over to somebody's house for dinner, they have a younger daughter
Or a son, although I don't know of any times with boys but I
wouldn't put it past him, and, you know, he could do that to me
SO easily in front of all those people, my family, what makes

you think he couldn't do it to them? Uh, he's lost a lot of his
attractiveness now. He's not as, you know, before, You know, and
and I think that'll just make him more bitter because he's gonna
get out in a society that's he's not ready for when it's not really
ready for him. And there's a lot of things that you and a lot of
people don't know about him and I, I don't think, as long as I've
done something, knowing that he can't bhe picked up for a misdemeanor
charge on anything, uh, in, in as far as well, we think that he
could've had something to do with this young girl. Um, she says
that he touched her so and so. Um, I don't want it just written
off. I don't, And if something is gonna happen, just, I, I want
it, I want looked into clear. I dop't want it, them to say that
she's a runaway; she's just, um, you know, she's just trying to
get somebody in trouble or something. I want it looked into and
that's the only reason., I know once it's, just, I just want it
documented somewhere that this is happened.

Q. Sue, is there anything else you'd like to add to your statement
about Bill or what he's done to you that you remember that we
haven't yet talked about?

A. Not right now but, you know, I bet you when it's turned off, 1
bet you I will,

Ending Time: 1620 Hours, 4 August 1986

/fb
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