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- Hitch-hikers
o Editor, The Times!
I ; I am 22/ ?

- “hitch-hiker, It 5NE
that there is' ﬁ;;mova,m,eng?._q
“ropesl the hitch-hking: lawi
For many people it .js’an

~ important form of transpor- -

‘ . tation. e Y
“-Although to some ‘people
it may seem inconcelvable

- to be so poor as to not have .
T two dimes to take a'bugEit. -

happens to me and to fenw ..
by -other people who frequently -
i - hitch-hike. . : .
S .. . ~C. L., Seattle,
T e E eP T Foxnded August 10, 1396

L P

Two - women, .
hitchhiking . from, Portiand.

T
A Ay )

iz .,rf?hb‘ed-early.wt‘.dm;: {0 thews
- Sea;t]‘ggai’cqlbg: "%?!}15{ 3@ :
2 Whe had iven theriy a ride.
il - Christi L, Murphy, 19, and
Donna. M. Hunt, 18, both of
; ,* sdid " the: men
picked them up .about 32:30
*& m, and drove them fo an
i apartment house- east ‘of i
9 Lake, .Washington ' i Where
fty they were beaten and
i robbed -of $114 and a gold

i ring, PR -

73 The men then drove them |~
to Seattle where they weré

4, let out of the car, the wom- |

“en said,

: N .. cht . .g A""-:.‘,-. v. _.- |
itehhiking is'a dan erotis gamble. +
" Ameriean -rouletteg. “'One '%nay ey
2 hundred times; come

Y the other may. die on his firgt try.

sally, there .jg ‘ntlj excuse for hitch.
¢ are always  alternatives, i .
hg.closer. to a joh, taking a bus op

g. There

1§ a ride with g ‘porsen youw:know,

g@ﬂy qrime_s are related to hifchhijk’ )

Tous, “indecd. Why. shouid we | jg:is

f . . €
f?ng?; -ang- pre__ten_d that. hitchhiking )

© enough, no- ong” can prevent sui

No. one can stop those ‘who. like o
teabyisks, ‘to gamble- theip life-:
I Ve-a.nickel and & quarter; Bt
5o cheap ang huthan’ existence
Blinigless? .Or dre we ' just hurnan -f
185 hént on self _des%ru_ iion LS

girl and 4
digturbs,yme

beaten, robhed -
who were't *

-to Vancouver:'B:. C.¥ 'told S
~-police thizy were beaten gnd i -

. may sup- "
rain, Snow or

. Ban hitch-hiking
Editor, The Times;

1 think the faw legalizing

hiteh-hiking should be re-
considered and abolished . . .
Jiv. The legalization : wof
- hiteh-hiking acts to encou-
o Age moral offenses in that '
S Lassaults can be easily com-
o ' mitted” by a person who

. 1 Anows he - cannot ‘daslly be . T

o found |, DA I AR T
© —VIRGINIA STAMEY, . ...
. Edmonds,

e,

‘Alden J. Blothen, 1606.1915. -
N e EiTodd, 19820949 1 |
S s ol A, Bl » Publishee

o ) ' ST,

L é’."'E,l:ﬂe}lj:én, 1915-1943
. K Dotien 1945.1967 -

7 W ) Petwington, President’ .

a
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B year-old Seattle - girl, whose -
> brutalized body was found in a. -
. avooded ares near Olympia, is
Leio e Tt only the Iatest.in-anAev_en_-length’m-.- .
ool .« ening list of crimes in wlitich the ..

“Vielims weré hitch-hikers, . . °
- Sineg the Spring of last. year,
- In fact; when hitch-hiking became
- tegal in thiy state, the State Pa.
trol has. compiled a record 'of " | :
- - 'gome 400 crimes related to hitch- -
= hiking. Seattle police have con-'
. piled eqyally. disturbing statis. .. -
.. Two were ‘murders that“al§o"-: - hazg
~ Involved sexual assault, as in the
recent tragedy of the 14-year-old T
Seattle girl,-Others ranged“from.’ "
armed ‘robbery: and assagltsto "
theft - and. ‘abduction, ApProxi-.
mately"one fourth of them were” -
S offenses. ;

Crisks,

i

9

i
'

“ities, ..

N shor

*CAUSE: such - yecords ‘were

not Kept sepatate ‘
hie effectivé date of the 1972 law, -
L. i§ not: possibla to. egtablisha

Bhd-éffec rélationship sta-

v the
“pid h

Y

The Times' opinion and.comment: g

Serious risks in_hitch-hiki

HE shocking death'of a 14 ° v tistically betwee

- and violent crime, -~ -
oo But the pattern-of the past
" 18 months is pliin enough to re. "\
: ngly held view *.-
... that hitch-hiking subjects its
i participants o extremely serious -

inforce. the. stro

drds. as & result'of moforists .-
-stoppitig to pick up xiders in des- -
Vrignated atdas and genérally has ¥
smade it more: difficult. for faw- . ]
- enforcement .men 0 caryy ‘out | R
thelr - public-safety responsibil- ~ - &

Legistature simeet

Xt month,’

<" Probably the vast majority of
“hitch-hikers and ride-givers are
law-abiding citizens,

. Expértence with the state’s . -
- hitch-hiking law has shown, how- - .,
-ever, that it has aggravated the. i 4
crime problem, caused: traffic - .

8-in Olym

- ess

. MONDAY, DECEMFER 77§ AR

itch%h_iﬁﬁg "

.the benefits: of the faw: " i}
¢ . 3:arebeing far outweighed by its

Iy prior to' | dthwbacks, and. jt ‘should ‘he an
eaily candidate 'for repeal when-
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"RIDING IN AN automobite is the

, ..greatest risk that most of us undergo;

L. * . for’young persons particularly the risk

L ~wof injury or death by car seems like g
L - sigreater hazard than

: » .. .=kinds of accidents.:-’

© 80 you would think that.one of the

e “ .+ bethe danger of riding in a car; but
=70 Yyou seldom hear about that even

- hikers probably comprise a category
- * of high incidence of auto accidents,
-2 - What you hear about as a risk of

- hitchthiking, of course, is the danger of
'rassault——-both‘ways, to some exient,

-+ - i'but more often now' an assault upon’

; was reported this week when the body
© of a M4-year-old Seaitle girl was found
#in- Thurston County, She reportediy
UL Hivas last seen hitchhiking a' ride and

i-one who picked herup, -
.+ Her family has started a drive to .

“2-ing. Until the law was passed a year

- go, ‘hitchhiking was banned in" this
© . [state. It was not a
"« +law, of course, but there seems to be 3

"o rapes and deaths -from hitchhiking
- -1nowthan there Was before flie law

“i'was changed, . . R
"1 GOV, DAN EVANS was asked this.
= week if he would favor a change in the

- Ylaw because of the' increased prob-
v é,iems Tesulting .frpm‘ﬁth.e practice. He.
“baid he wants to have ‘complele infor.

; mation on the *problems before ho
- “:makes.a decision and that the State .
"5 Patrol is,compiling statistics, E
3o I’s only ‘prudent, obviously, .te -

s

b e D St

- want to know hoy bad the problem fs

" i before deciding to-do anything about

. Ladvocate of the changs; however, arid:
., considéring thit it is inipossible to re:
- icall when the facts ever caused him "

7: S to charige his .ming

el ¥ WE b WEGARRT L

= Protecting ‘Teens

illness or other -

’ ‘;"mentloned risks of ‘hitchhiking would " tuned to public impulse. .

. though the persons who pick up hitch Fbeen a couple of times in the recent

+" thehitchhiker from the kindly ride giv- -
;er. The-last presumed such incident -

:presumably became & vietim to some-. -

g Ly . thon,
- . répeal the law which permits hitchhik- -

perfectly enforced” -

% much. Jarger mimber of assaults, -

“secretary of public safety, ,
-and - Wisconsin - also experienced . in-

.. H1t: Recalling that: Govi Evans was an -

1 on anything, it -
iseems unlikely -that - the im petus for

R o .
- making hitchhiking illegal again will .

come from the governor's office.

THE FAMILY of the dead girl in- -

tends to launch an initiative campatgn

and it would be ineresting to have the

hitchhiking measure put on the ballot

to see-whether legisiative action {8

That is not necessarily to say that
it should- be; but it obviously has not °

past; without even mentioning Initia-
tive 282 which rolied back state offi-
cials pay raises, -~ . '

Another subject on which the

Legislature has been twice rebuked by

the voters in recent years is reform of
the state’s tax strucfure, -
. But a teasure more similar to the .

+hitchhiking issue was .the Legisla-

ture’s .approval of a bill to lower the

drinking age in this state to 19, Voters

iilled that in the fall election and fhey =
- may have done the 19-and 20-year-olds

~.0f thg state a grreat favor by their ac-

There is considerable confroversy

over the effects of lowering the drink-

-ing age in other states ang the follow- -

ing figures likely will be debated by..

. some who favor the Tower limits. ST
It was recently reported, how- ,

“ever, that. in Massachusetts, . which

lowered the legal drinking age from 21
to 18 on March 1, the number of teen- -
age highway deaths increased 13§ per - -

cent-—from 25 to 59—in the _following " !

_eight months, -

Aceording to the Massachusetts .

Michigan_ T

creases in teen-age:highway deaths
alter-lowering the legal drinking age
last year, & . R
One-hesltateslto'-say today that" .
adult voters- ought to protect teen-: - e
agers from themsélves. But the oy -4
merit .of lowering the, drinking age, il = :
seems to us, would be'that the extra . .
hazard of death from auto accident -
might serve to conceal the hazard of ..
death by assault from hitchhiking, -

56 -

3.
Tagentl
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¢
Retain Hitchhiking

v+ ¥ oquole from The Post-Intelligencer of T vesday
Lo 18 I you fell a kid il's legal, youre also
lelling them it’s safe.” - )

That's false. very false. 1s aleohol safe for 21-
rear-olds because il's legal. for them fo drink it? Ang
msafe for 18-year-olds because it's illegal for them?
T it is unsale to go climbing alone in the moeuntaing
vould you make a law against it? oo

- If Katherine Devine had not chosen, hersell, to

iitchhike. she would not have been picked up. And
wven If hitchhiking were illegal she (or another like

ler) might’ have a!teml)ted il anyway (look at other .

lates wilh laws agains hitchhiking?.- .
When will the law stop trying io protect peaple
rom themselves? : ’

I have hitchliiked alone across the. countryi:ﬁve ‘

ames, up and down both coasts, and all around
eaftle and many other cities—many thousands . of
riles—without a single assauif, Perhaps ‘T bave been
1cky; perhaps 1 have learned to size up the persof
fferitg me a ride before I accepled it (and I have
afused some},. . S : ' U
" _Frequently hitchhiking has been the "only way,
el often the fastest way for me io gel somewhere,
lease, leave me that choice. S
Try 1o educale the children. and pareits of: the
angers. if you will. but .don’t add another law 1o
wstriet freedom of choice in America, .
e KAREN INA MEYERS,
. . Seaille

s

U Opinions ;?.x';:réss'ed by f'o'st-lntel'h‘gerrrer columrists
o nol iwwcessarily vefleel tha vicws of The Post.Intelli-
..r,,.‘...s,!L“, L o c .o it L

()
3 ¥

Lhan

SEATTLE . (UPI}) — The-.
wreath on the bed that once was :
Katherine  Merry Devine's
"speaks in red and green of
Christmas and of sorrow, ‘

It says that Katherine won't
"be home for ihe day thal was .

{0 be both Christmas and hor .
.. Toth birthday. - ’ - '

., She was last:seen alive by - -
two classmates Nov. 25 as she
- -stood hitchhiking al a North Se-,
-attle interseclion. Her body,

-and her throat slit, was fouhd
two weeks later in the woods of
. a State park south of Olym_pia..

- - Because of thal, her. family -
announced Monday a campaign .
‘lo repeal the stale’s 1972 law .

N that’legalizedhiléhhikmgéxcepl L
Soon i

ty T P

o experience of , the - death of a.

; ét:cess highways,

73-17592-12
An eﬂ,"g i.,@?fh'g fragedy

It is most difficult to imagine
ihe inconsolable grief of the
Seattle family whese young
daughler was found  brutally
miurdered in a wooded area west
of Olympia after having been .
seen hitchhiking along a highway
in North Seaitle.” . - :

Having said this, let -us state -
that we very much approve the -
determination ‘of family mem-
bers to see through their - tears
and take “action- against: the un-
doubied cause of this tragedy —
the Washington State hitchhiking
permission law, ... o ,

Sherrie Devine, sister of the

" slain Katherine, who would have B
been ‘15 -on Christmas Day, is
starting - initiative petitions (o
give votars an opportunity {o re-
peal this law and once, again ban
hitchhiking, — '
“We don’t want anything to -

- happen to anyone else,” the teen-

Cage sisler said, “We're' not-

" against hitchhikers. We just want -
to prevent hitchhiking.!

" The State-Patrol has counted
400 crimes related to hitchhiking,

- -some by motofists against hikers
and some by hikers against mo-

* lorists. Tacoma has had its. own

R

. “'Our daughter wouldn't have
been hitchhiking i 1t Was
against the law,” Mrs. William

‘found the car.door had no inside._

young girl picked up by a hitch-
hiker.

Young women have heen the
principal victims of this had
Washington - law permitiing
hitchhiking. Caught up by the
women's liberation movement,
they see themselves as equals to
men-and under no compunction
to refuse a lift. But they are not
the-equals of some animals

- searching the roads for victims,

“The cars-they enler ollen are -

‘_ traps. Recall the case of (he -

young Tacoma rape ‘victim who:'

handle, - :
Most victims ‘do not realize .
tieir ‘danger. William Devine,
Katherine's father, staled a very
important " peint in this con-
vection, -~ N
“When you tell a kid it’s legal, . -
you're also telling them i's
safe.” . . . :
"Then it becomes a case of the
law. itself ensdaring the young
girls. B o
It is the duty of the authorities -
Lo recognize the threat, We donot -
mean the ‘police. They fought -

Jhard as.they could’ against this

law. The Legislature ought o do
ils duly now, or else the people

them. .. . .

.once again will have to do it for’

To succeed In that goal, the
Devine family and {heir helpers
must collect more than 117,060
valid signatures of registered

" with clothing partly removed.

terslate or other limiteq | .

L. Devine said. volers, . :
“She thought because il was “I' think the people. will be §
legal, il wag safe,” the ghl’s ;

- -father added..

“I want it all banned,” satd
Sherrie, Katherine's 16-year-old

- sister. “Nobody has to hitch-
- - hike. T don't want what hap-
. bened to Kaihy to happen t o

anyone else,” : ‘

‘S'herrie said she re'membered

. her history teachers saying that- l
;anyone can- sel out to change

alaw,. ..

i1 She-said shc’m'igi_nated- the -

- Tamily plan_to file a petition to
“submmit a repeal initiative to the -

. slate’s voters nexi-year.

T T T R S, L. e T L e e
ISR e o L s T I bt

‘ - bery. -

. With us,” Mrs: Devine said, - ‘ b

Since the law allowing hitch-
hiking became effective in mid
1872, statistics of the State Pa-
trel and Seatile Police Depart- . .

" ment indicate the stale has ay-

eraged about 20 hitchhiking-re-

“lated crimes per month,

Only two hitchhikers becarﬁe

.. murder victhns—Katherine and

a 2-year-old Western Washing-

- " ton State College student, Laura © b

- L. Brock, killed in Septernber - o
1972, Both trimes are unsolved. ' A7

© . -Other crimes related to hitch-

hiking range from rape to rob-

687 .




T quls, 19 auto. thefts and 13 laiconigs,
i good their escapes,

. 7 hitchhiking,

o 4 ~The Tatest compilation was through Getober of

" say patrolmen -

Hitchhdking can be dangeroug
solleiting 2 ride or the driver, acc
State Patrol'.' e o se e T
- .. This Is reflecteqd iy statistics compiled by the wsp fp
* Uearly a year and a half of legal hitchhiking it the state,
. ] ' ) éred and at least 10p per-
- sons ‘have " heen Jnvolved jn- morals offénses {everything
© “Irom prostitution to vape), say the stats, - IR

- 1 Therg were 72 robberies, 19 autg thefls and five abdue- -

tions in the tim

= for efther the persons
ording {o the Washington o

e perlod,”ag well.as three birglatles, 38 g5

Officers suid 39 -qryg Violitiofs “were connected- yith

S state Institutlons ‘utilized by
S, .

, In addition, nine: concealed weapon violation
- Hiting incident, three, resisting arrvests,

. ‘warrants, fwo felony fugltive watia
vand two stlective service violations

5, one_shop-
five’ misdemeanor
nts, six parole ‘violations
JTelated in some way to

;- Als0, five persons who entered the country illegally and
"8 rlinaways were connected 1g thumbing a ride, . P
L ! this year,
They resulted from Teports of persong victimized

. or from:.
. apprehension of Suspected Crimmais, - : Cole

i ¥ 8o far in 1973 alorio; froopers contacted
" for hitchhiking in daiigerous op prohibited a

.?é&;en
Daps

¢ agen \ fel reporting,
-+ W8P officials also say. it fs not.known how many .. -
,_cidg_nﬁ_, ,,'-;.pljjmar;ily" oraly crimes, wepnt unreporied - to :any:
‘gn S SR EERE ST o H oo .

v AT
12,960"pers‘ons o
ki : areas (Such as- - -
_;t'f_tjeewayS)r;“Qf that. number, 3,02 Were arrested.- v L

B &
027 &

L. Je [ ]

dia1y
ag Ryr

1
2
N EF,

.+ DIBPIEA o
43971
Y sI8110ddng
S puzs

T sae

Dt <
9L dym

g list of
hii‘kzhhikiﬁg-relai’ed crimes

: Katherine Merry Devine
- apparently was the second

ers o

#nd abductlon—ware report-

ed between March |, 1072,

and November ]
“patrof said, - .
Many hitchhiking victims .
AVE not. reported offenses,
\Ist iy police depart- - -
not.keep track.of’
-connected offen-

- Years to be sexvally as-
. saulted and then murdered, -
" _The slaying of ‘Laura .L. . i
20, -atso Is.unsolved. - Al
de ' body was foungd '
gy island, log-

Septemberﬂ 14, -

The State Paty ;
e hitchhiking was

L o a Whidh

For’ e.‘::'ainple, ‘the Seattle
partment kept
y - during a

more than 100 morals _
SEs connected with hitchhik-
. - Ing have bee

“afler hitchhiking was g
boreported iy . There are no statistics
‘ . available- in_ this state to
; A L total of 387" offenses

with hilchhlking
g T2 armed rob..
berles. ani assault,

hitchhiking-conn
- 8es. commiitted before ang
he ]_gga]ization.
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mily of slain

17592

jirl wants others warned

73~

By ERIK LACITIS
I want you 10 put this on

She fed & starving smray car -

back

geismmemss day. Mrs. Devine said a pa-.

. down.”. the Woman worker

the front ‘page. ‘Ma be if W@ health. Now it’s the : . w . trolman stopped by  ber. said. *1 thought moamvo%.w
some other fags ‘no:w\n.mmm. . family cat, S = ¢ 3 »home a short time Jater but'  had Played a joke and made

the article ; . . maybe they
would learn-about hitchhik.

ing.”

Sherrie hopes that Kath.

‘erine’s brutal -death will de.’
,fer other teep-agers whg

.- refused to take 4 report.
: “He told me there was a

24hour waiting period for

a dummy, you know.™
She said she - thought . a g
motorcycle gang that had *

A few minutes earljer want 1o hitchhike. The older * reporting” runaways,” Mrs, held beer pagies .in the. "
yesterday, ‘Mrs. Sally De-  Sister said the family plans Devine said. “'So I called area had pulled a prank, -

- vine had finished talking to
a ‘team of-

Investigators -

to start & cbmpaign fo- put

the hitchhiking jssue before’

Smwmﬁ .Boauwumnm they
took .7 v - :

The girl’s hair had been
parted. by the' rain. “From- -

from ‘the Thurston County - voters. e 3 o A spokesman for the de-"“the-back,” the woman -said, ~
- sheriff's office -about “her - 70@0&.. else should go - - A, " L.partment said today - that “she- looked- like one ‘of .
daughter, ' Katherine, - 14, through this thing,” Sherrie .. Katherine M. Devine . - "foere is mo 24-hour waiting: - L

‘,&oga %mm,ﬂmmﬁ. Thursday
- pear Olympia. Co

;- -Mrs.- Devine : was in her -
modest” Greenwood-area

home: at” 743 Ni- 99nd: st

said. - .

THE LAST person’ known

.0 have seen Katherine here
" that Sunday was . Gail

“-said, a:1953 Dodgeblue-grey
~panel- truck driven by a-
‘heavy-set. man with:shoul
~der-length  black” “hair-

Way-juveniles, @58@.&

missing ‘adults, .

period for .reporting Tona- -
vay -3 - Thurston 'County.:: sheriff’s
-Teporting - :
Pt - heeds’information. concemn.

those little dolls /1 R
A spokesman’: for “the 4

office”. said . yesterday - it

ot : ¥ ] - . e ..u.mm.mmﬁm&um,msmnn&mwm ot
; surrounded by grieving. Tel: . Schwendeman, 14, z child: -Stopped for the girl. . i3 TEN DAYS aftér she be. -about the mant who.-picked 1§
- ; atives’ She and her oldest hood friend and-schoolmate . Gaj] remembered Kather- “-gan -her hitchhiking. “trip. 1

‘her up Sunday. Seattle hons: 1
Katherine .was found “dead - icide detectives are_aiding &

; daughter, Sherrie, 16, - re-
,. " by'a man and wife hired by -in‘the investigation.

at Ingraham High School, -
membered theé- weekend of

; .ine waving good-bye to her
-Gail  saw Katherine

Trom the trucki Then ,Gail

A AR

: -November 235, when Kather- thumbing “for. a ride . at- notified “Mrs. ‘Devine: that " the Department of Natural u.....ﬁmimz.mom.....ﬁﬁ....,....gmm&u@.ﬁ.
: . ine ran away from home. " " “North 9%nd Street and Au- her.daughter ad run.away. = Resources rto clean up de- - rmum..ﬁmomﬂm.mvﬁumumb&nm.. 3
B : T Tora Avenue North ‘aboui .nmmﬁwmammmm.\&@mvmﬂﬁxmam. bris around: McKenny Parkl’ . her ‘there. dead.*Everything: -}
. . ”, . 4+1:30 p.m, November 25. Af- the. Seattle Polices -Depart- ¢ L. was picking up ligter -.else .is. a-Imystery,” “the £
v fer abour two minutes, Gail i ment - ghour 3 -+ that:t.when 1. saw her Ivine. Face " spokesman said. [ o7 e rE
1 " i y : 3 T s
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Letter 7
it}[dicates_ -

niurderer ,
OLYMPIA, Wash, (ap) _:
Thurston County Sherigr D!,
Redmond said -he is investi- |
galing an anonyinous four.y;
page letter purporiedly. nami :
ing the killer of a H-yearplg .
Seattle gir), -. . Lo ke
'~ Redmond said he 1§ looking .
for the “aithor' of fhe. note
which,.describes ahd names-§ ..
-the alleged. murderer of Kath-
eritie Devine, a hilchhiker whi 4
-was knifed ‘to: deaty in
© - McKenney Park Dec, 6, “The
- Jelter Includes” & sketeh of a’
- Mustachioed man and, anothey
« ..+ . of the man's scarred hang - o
SE T"Phig doesn't seen like the -
" -ordinary crackpot letfer of the -
S kind we always' gel dur
" murder invesligation,” iSaid -
- Lti-Don Snook."We woulr! like
ve-to hear: moré from. ‘this
STowrltey s LT e
- 7 The note Says the
- sick and . will kil
- Redmond sald, ;3 <.
B i e, . 4—:% h’?ﬁ'—_—“::- o

ing a .

i

i

|

) slayer ié v

1. again,t - 'i‘
1

]

H

" ?reai'-old sister

- of :glain hitchhiker, Kather y
' vine;.'announce,‘qn Xesterday- that - shedp.
‘tends fo .collect enoygh slgnatures to-put -
i is5ue -up-to. the peaple

: ite Merry : De-

" the hitchhiking

 h Is5ue _ ple.: ;i : been partially removed. = |:
v Shetrle” and - hét family, “belioyy: ot M"‘I%%'é“yﬁ%ﬁi‘i“éﬁ‘;’ﬁ%&é’ﬁ? Rapbi 1o She. had -beon weasing |
- ALAtlever came: 184 vote! thers. ok - anyone else.” We're no agéinst hitehhii. . bellhottom ‘blue denin
be:no doubt’ the way:it. would ‘g, said. ous. We Just want fo prevent hitohhin. ; - pants, 2 peasant k’usei '
-the givls’ father, Bili Devine, ih an'inter-, Mg said Sherrie Deving. a-funior at { ....an imitation suede coal :
. View at the Devine home, 743 N.-92d, 2y oy High School‘and’ soon to he . |~  and- walfle stomper” fv.
" Kathering " Devipe, . who >'wounld’ ‘Have' Worthy Advisor in the Ralnbow Girls, . o shoﬁs-* sheriff sald Kather-
o S TH you tell a kid s legal, you're | i eho would have beén
‘dls telling them it's safe  gain “Bill oo ChaaS Day, had | -
:Devine, who' is Seéparated ‘from his wife - by ?(l Wy with her'boy-' )
: Sally,. ‘._‘We‘figurq Kathy. nev‘er»had an . f;ig,,g“rre‘éenuy and ‘may |’
d ;]%?f‘,,_thﬁtg__a_f_‘y,"_“e '\:.reg.ld ‘._do-' nyha:m toj ‘have ern-hitthl'iliiitigh‘ ;.3 k
t.i{éth%bewﬁ?’.lwhd also \valtis“_',:i sttiéi;éx]}t': gilé r?dgs on whete e X S
al Ingraham High: was . re glous givl, . - .o S - ston |
f'-_sqrnewhat_ of a “[lower. child,”” bt not a B '(;'Re(im%ng ¢ g’édt.ﬁhglss'tf&
! : fanati(_:‘,‘Sai,c_i: her $ami . mall bad- m",ﬁﬁeﬁ in Seattie last:
2 N L ) . S -' oy } t investi ranngl fhe
Colui . cane wilh '”‘e;af} civess
“{le Homicide detectives, .
;- ' 77

17 g s

73-17592-12

| 'E‘hewﬁes

st In Death
. . | Of Seatile
/ .

Girl, 14

Thurston " County sheriff

Don Redmond said yester-
day i is possible that 14-
year-old Kathering Merry
Devine of Seatile was sox-
ually assaulied, murdered
and then left where her
body was found south of
Olympia last Thursday.
" The . gitl,. daughter of
Sally and William 1., De-
vine, was last seen hitch--
hiking -at-'N. 92nd Street
and Aurorat Avriz. N. tgts]
Nov. 25 by two classma

. at Ingrahgm -High School,

according to Redmond,

- The Thurston County

coronet, Hollis Fultz, sald
~-Ute.girl died of strangula-
tion or by a knife wound.
Her throat had been shi.
Katherine's * body was

. found in a wooded area of
" “McKenny State Park, " 12
miles.south of Olympis, Ly
park employes. "The time

KATHERINEDEVINE ~
VThr.o_af vias slit

-
S e,

Ei]]:'iumU‘ﬂ_muuqmmmurmmm:mmmantwmuuﬁ]ﬁmrrmrurﬂ

sade

IR ERRI . oL . o : .or 2. by Fujlz '
- -BY SUSAN CHADWICK |- + Been'15 on Chrlstmas Day, was last seen . - mf;dﬁ‘;ggdbggéd'm?;eogazft_ ‘
Sherr:'éQDeﬂne,'-_' flie 16 Jalive by, an acquaintance Nov, 25 when £

she stood -hitchhiking . g
Notth 92nd Street and A
. -Her partiaily disroh
face ‘down in ihe rai

tempted rape and fthen
hom?clde. with the body
later dumped in the park,
-The girl's "clothing . had

Lo

L -the :corner of
urera Avenue N,
ed body was fouund
n 10 -days Jat._er SHE

of death was set al Dec, I H




A girl found slain last
Thursday -south of Qlympia
has been identified as a
funaway from her Seattle
liome who last was seen
hitchhicking in Aurora Ave-
nue North the eveling of
November 25,

Kathleen Merry Devine,
who would have been 15
Chrisimas Day, was identi-
fied yesterday by an uncle,

Her threat was cut, The
Thurston Caunty  Sherirt’s
office is investigating the
death as 2 murder and at-
tempted rape. .

- Ahe had been veported as
& tunaway lo Seattle police
November 7 by her moth-

‘e, Mrs. Sally Anne Davine,
Kathleen who lived with her
molher at 743 N. 99nd 8t.,
was a student at Ingraham

" High School,

Warkman cleaning Camp
Marparet McKenny in the
Capitol State Forest near
Olympia found the partly
clad body,

Thurston County officials

{  jeve she died about De-
‘-oimber 1, They asked that

-anyone who saw the gir} or

knows of her

navy bell-bottom bants and
an imitation suede coat with
fur trim. "

The slaying of another
young hitchhiker, Laurg 1.
Brock, 20, {5 siil] unsojved.,
Her nude body was foung
on a Whidbey Ysland log-
ging road - September 4,
1872,

A student at Westerp
Washington State College,
Miss Brock was on her first
hitchhiking trip, a three.diy
excursion to, the Olympir
Peninsyla, .’ '

e A ANV

T e L .

activities con- |

tact Seattle homicide detec. .
1

Hives,
Kathizen was seen hiteh-

hiking about §:29 P m, No- .

“vember %5 al Awvrora Ave-
nie North
Streel,
8 and 126 pounds, had shoul-
der-length brown hair, part-
ed in the middle.

She wore “waifle stom.
Ders,” a. peasant blouse,

1

and North 9fth

The girl, ahout 5 fee

I
.g‘

N

Kathleen Merry Devine

«

Sﬁ;ﬁngg i

A body found Tinosetay
In a campgromd ney

Lympia was identified
yeslerday as. {hal of -
year-old  Kalherine Metrey
Devine of Seattle. who re-
porledly  wag . hitchhi!:ing
near Aurora | Avenye
and N, 90th Bireot when
lasl seen Nov, 26.
Authoritios 5 a id  the
O woman's (heond, had
roon euf,

Don Ttedmond called ihe

eputies arrived in Sealt]e
last nght to wopk with Se-
atile Pollag Depariment
homieide Meloctives in at.
temptiy & 1o troee the
teon-ager's movelnents
sinee Nov, 9, .

Her ])zu'unts. Mr. and
Mrs. William L. Deving of
Seatlle, reporied her e a
runaway on that. datoe.
Thursion
les were working on iho
case in the Olympla area,
* The body was found
Thursday morning in the -
MeKonny Park area of {he

Capilol- " State Forest,. g
sflor,” distanee ~s0tthnwest
of Olyinpia, :

At first adhorities  e-

BY MATTIN Wongs |

N. .

Thurston County Shorisr

sl:;qug “a very vicious _
crime.” .
Redmond ang several

County depir.

Redmond 1ol

-

8-17592-12

Devine, Katberiu? Mer;'}'
ved davghler of Mr. an
f’ﬁiﬂéﬁf g?‘?l?le: slsier of Sherris ang
Chariepe: Gran{ldauqhie[ of fAr. ‘?r
Fodardbens ety A8, 1
Howard eving, | E

snnu:\:hlv No, 17 O‘R.E‘».
ices Fritay.
nersl Houne,

“Ars.

Viemorial serve
4 v.m., Green Lake Fu-

Devine, Katherine Merry

cughier of Mr. and pirs, Wiidem Da-
\?lne? slsfer of Sharrie ong Charlene,
Gronddaughfer ‘of  jAr, and  Mrs,
Chorles Davlon, Mr, gnd Ars. Howard
Devine, all Seotte, Member of Alohg
. 77 0. R, G. Memdrial
Services Friday, 4 P. m,, Green Lake
Fuheral MHome,

Seattle Girl, 14,

D

Vietim

lieved {jia boldy was (hat
of 2 woman dn fer bwea-
lies, '

A refalive
remains yesterday.

An awlopsy Indicateq tha'

leen-ager hiad been dead
ur - several days before
beipg dlscovered, - :
ager, an Ingrahom
School

Tieen 15 yega
Chrlslmasg Day,
“'the  sheriff: askod
anyoene who
Seen  the  young

offica
Depariment. , .

© The leen-ager wag- do-
scribed as five feol, elght.

inches taH, welghing abeyt -

20 pounds,  and having
shouidey lenglh browy
hair, parted iy, the contor,
She “was Wearing “wifile
slopap boots, a peasant
blotise, - navy behi-bottom
Pams, - and. "an imitation -
Suede coat with fyp trim,

Shepif( Redmond said
the ‘killing had reaf{irmed
15 opposition o the re.
cenl liberalization of the:
hilclibiking  Jaw- in~this
stale, . I i

“I'm yeally against {ho
WMtehhiking “laws. of
Stotoe of Washlugion,
a reporier, |

identificd (he

Redmond said the lgen.
High™:
sludent, would jiave -
s ol gn -

that
might have .
woman -
afler Nov, 95 conlact hig
or ho Seattls Police,

fhe.

évy
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ble, %..,.mm 1o her v her grandparents in
1969, lies on her bureay belween pots of

poinsetiias and chrysanthemuyms,

The Devines must collect 117.804 valig
signatures by July 5 to place un initia-
tive to repeal the 1872 hitekhiking law on
the Nov. 5, 1974, batlot

Since the initigtive ieasure cannot be
filed with the state attorney  genaral's
office until Jan. 7. Sherrie Devine asked
that people write o the legislature, the
governor. and the President to let them
know how thes feel about hitehhiking,

Voluntsers who would like to mareh
for their cause should write or ea]l the
Devite home,

The focus of concers over hitehhiking
has shifted over the years from driver
to rider as more angd more’ voung people,

especially wemen, have taken to thumb-

—P-I Photos by Phil I, Webber

e the law, suggested . THE FAMILY OF SLAIN HITCHHIKER KATHERINE MERRY DEVINE .
in ?wa%swwsnmw.mﬁmww. ﬁmmmﬁw Hm.ﬂwuw,.% Hmﬁ From left are Skherrie, 16, Mrs. Sally Devine and William Devine

WREATH DECOR ATED KATHY'S BED women under 18 from hitchhiking, That

Idea was promptly quashed by equal rigits
It was denatad by Rainbow Girls advocates, . .
Hitehhiking has been. bamed at least o -
twice since 1950 by the legislature, he- . :

From Page A-1 . fare it voted to legalize it in 1972, ] " .
m Is decorated with “Love™" and *Got Two public hearings held since the : »
I God” Emwmum. ) 1972 law taok effect have confirmed pub- : .

.. . s lie support for the measure, and a 1972 . . , - - o
A erueifix hangs over her bed, which attempl to collect enough signatures g : :
decorated wit g wreath from the place the hitehhiking issie on the ballot . )

nbow Girls. A worn, white-leather Bi- weag unsuccessful. . " -

e T s e




 Hitchhiking repeal A R
ily of slain girl

By ERIK LACITIS

“I want # all banned,”
Sherrie Devine, 16, said to-
day. “Nobody has to hitch-

Lo
i
o2
@)
in .
W/- hike . . . T don’t want what
1
|
oo
[

happened o Kathy to hap-
ben to anyone else . . | It’'s
~ Caused so much pain in the
family.” : ]
. Sherrie, sister of Kather- -
ine Merry Devine, l4&year-
.. old hitchhiker found slain
“and apparently raped De-
-cember 6 pear Olympia,
"Was announcing that she
will head an inftiative drive
to repeal the law that a3l
lows hitchhiking, :
Stierrie said she has Te-
ceived more than two dozen
calls from persong - most-
Iy young — interested ig
- Supporting the drive.
The small living room of
the Devine home at 743 N
9nd . St was filled with
flowers from grieving rela-
.tives and friends, As Sher-
- ‘1ie spoke, Maggie, the fami. A
Iy cat, sat by her feer. e
Katherine hag adopted
the ¢at when she had found * o )
.mnm§Mmﬂg¢mmeﬂM- P . - i e H A T -
. ! Mrs: mmmmw..Um&bmu.HoE.. L ‘ Relafives of Katherin “Merry Devirie, 14, & hifchhik .m..&mmznnmmn..omgv_.m. *o.mw‘mmﬂ. .
"er of the dead: gl urged cunced the law that allowed hitchhiking. - From leff were Mrs, Rosemary Dayton; her grangmather; Mrs.' -
: the public to Start a’letter- 21, Sally ‘Bevine, -her mother; Chuck Dayton, rmﬁm.ﬁz&nm*rmﬂ. Bill Devine, rm_...mm*rm.: and mwm...mm 16, her sis- -
FWrihing campaign ‘4o Olym- | ter, helding Kathering's cat.—Staff photo by.Larry Dions: AR R R : .

. er 'who was Foun

émmow.@.,msﬂumwﬂamgio.. S A S R R R .

hmammuﬁ: S thing really Ho<..... the state’s Eﬁ%.ma.nw ldw,” " “The “secretary - of _state’s -~ would -mean - the - initiative - tors, o.B.Q.. wumnnmu-mﬁm»mdﬁ-.

i Gow. Dan .mdmnm said Fri. © Evans said. - office said today 2 ESE&F, would need at Hmmmn, 130,000 . cials and" Ea.mmm.w.wwﬂwmwwa
- mamw he didn’t think the state . He-said -that any.changes - irig initiative ‘could be filed ...H.onmw. Sighatures 10 make up . .wmwugc.mﬁnmemmx R
"Ought to ‘‘respond govery. - ig the. law:probably woulg With ‘that_ office -no “earlier : for invalid signatures, - the- ., gj;. ‘Devine, “Katherine’ss
mentally * in whatever we depend. on a:reporf by the than Jamuary. . . .o secretary of. ‘state’s: office - father, “saig’ his _mmmmﬁmﬁx
rare doing on an “incident. State Patrol on the numbey - . The: initiative’s - backers ; said. - e eE would not have hitchhiked if -
{ by-incident basis.” . . gf hitchhiking-connected of.- then would have untl July 5 . The Jast Such grass-roots it had- been against the law.. .
1

:mcﬂ‘wnﬁmgmum;w ap’, fenses recorded- since hitch- ~to gat- 117,804, valid ~signa- ? petition, Bfyce ~Helm?s: Ini- - “ghe .Nwo:www....v.mnmcwmm oL
incident there is z flurry of hiking : was- decrininalized ' tyreg to get”  “ssue on the ;- tiative 282, - which’ - rolled . wds legal it was Safe.” De...
.+ nterest. jor -concern aboutt May 23,1972, ...~ o i+ Novembe. __afjot. “This * hack -ealovien fan ioor e
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A-241a<omo. Wash Tues uec, 18 :973 The News Tnbune
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o E them it's safe . We. figure . :
*ily-of ailq—year-old Seatﬂe girkil Kathy never-had an idea that |
= who: was&murdered after shest aayone would do any harm tor
had.'goné. hitéhhiking . an~siher’: 2.
. nounced plans Menday for ans % evin&if'musti col!ect
ininaﬁve .ll'r,sﬂémvalxd fslgnatures by,
te w “July-§5to place:an initiative to-
repeal the 1972 hitchhtkmg

i viney::
j would‘have Deens1f o
mas Déyp
: i oV, 25 whenzsh,e &tood Bitch
+ " hiking gt vorth/Sesitle inte
’ ’_ec,t_ion.uHerpmfallfdisrobe
- Fotitil facesdi

Thie Devmes are-also urgmg
tlzens "wmte to the gover-

~ i Bherrie> Dewne therlb‘year o i a&:been there‘
old’ sistler. -of. ther : % since the” Iginal occupallt in.f o7
+ *We'renhol sagalpsts hilch 1800:'1s * 2 painting-of=Céorges|- ° _
hﬁfers.%weﬂast ant o, Wilshingtons The:paintingwast| - - .
i - by arlistiGilbertiblbarts| .
who- painted: othiérpolcalls.ofs] - -
the’ fl!‘St presmentrgl ar 2

BT IR
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Olympia, Westington, Tuesildy, Decomber 16.1973
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+ BEATTLE (AP) "~ The- famiiy:.
" ; of a l4-year.old Seattle girl who:"
i was murderéd-after she had gone' .
: hitchhiking announced.plans Mon-..
.~ day for an initidtive campaign to -
<7put the - hitchhiking: issue-- owa

* stat& bgllot-.::

- Katherine ‘Devine;  who: would " -

. z.have béen 15 on Christmas:Day,, .’

ywas'last seen.allve-Nov, 25.whens |..

;= she ‘'stood" hitchhiking at. &7 north .

J Seattle: intersectiony Her-partiaily 1

=+, distpbed. body-hiwas.: found-- face O
- dovain, the: rainyt9: days: Jater- iir. <
M _c.K;‘;e‘-ii.-;;.y-:_Par#;sm,ithu’:_est::af a7

~Olympia: e S

g The - girlis: father:Bilk Dex
i vine, sald, NIffyoustell-askidiits
i legal,. you'reralsor telling: themyit's
- safe: We-figurd:>Kathy néver: had -.

% anidea that ah}iéi}g‘would:ds)ghnyf

g

; harm to-her,. !

3 .

} The Devines: mustreolleet’ 117 "
- & 804 valid signatures: by July. 5.t .-
" % place an initiative: to_repedl the. . R
Sy 1972 hitchhiking- law- on the -Now. | 1.7
-4 5, 1974 ballet, . L

.5 The Devinés- are- also: uiging
% citizens to writeto-the; governor,
the legislatureland the. President:
expressing’ oppositionto hitchhik-

-

ing..
o '-,‘Iﬁé-,.'anqouﬁﬁg'qur;‘ ofiithe< i

y itiative- '_cqmpaignc_ﬁ;wg‘s?, mades-atry 4’
Devine's: Spattie-home s ]

et g e, 1y




been dead. before her body was digei
covered December 6 in a 'wooded -:

S ¥

. 7'Monddy ‘morning; . has. failed to
.. shed: any: new. light itorcircum- "
.. staricés: surrounding ‘the- death of

;T.,-14-year-old Katherine:Megry: D

, Coroner Hollis. Fultz‘said. to

“A-delay- 1n~r£ceivmg the autops‘
report ~“was: caused by:ithe Christ
mas.rush:oft:maily Fultz added: He.
-said-the —repori_; “had: been maxied

R able to detérinine: éi;s' ‘of
H -or-how-. fang.he. had
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- The - Thurston: . County:+.Shetiff’s.

- Department :is: seeking:. clues.. toi:the:
. events: leadinghup': to. thi arder: OF.
Katherine: M

ddition}? shie: wore- goldencross. *| - . S
"earringsya, Florentine friendship»cing - - .o .o L0
‘andanimitation blue greengirconring, - - ¢ 20 - ]

+'The 14-yearsold Seattle girl was foiind +3 27d an imitatio Py : Soen
déad, a stab wound in hef.neck. Dec:6 ;- :* T Eirl; a rimaway from home, was. L e
e SO RPN A ot last seen hitchhiking. out of Seattle-on ; sl
v Camp: MeKenny State-Parky: abouf; iy i Shem oAb Shis! -
Hive Miles ot of ittlerote & Nov., 25.:At the time the girls:-body was o
(-, Hive miies.fiop o e found it was evident she had bsen dead : : L3
- The girl wag fivecfeét, "elght: inches " several daysi - L EAE U e e ; ' A
tall, weighed 120 pounds. and.bad light =" " The:sheritf's office would dppreciate : : ~
+ ‘brown shoulder length hairwith biu or.. it if anyone whosaw the girl prior-to her' %
vogrey eyes. Lo, - o 2o & death - would- telephone:- the - sheriff’s -
* .. Bhe was clad, at the time, in a brown:-+ office at Crime-Check: (357-6668). .Or, - e ..
" mock suede- coat with -fur trim, navy" " persons miay ifelephone Sherlff-Don . |- .~ .- g
. - type blue denims with a dragon patch . -~ Redmond directly: at 7538100, Those | - : :
~'--on the left rear pocket; white peasant ‘- desiring anonymity will receive it. - .. o







