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victim was at first placed between 18 and 22 and was later determined .

that the girl was somewhat younger then 18. Due to the fact that the
body was so decomposed, the pathologist was unable to determine whether
sexual assault had taken place.

After considerable contact with the names found oncthe list and the
R

names associated with the traffic ticket, we were able to ascertain

that a girl was missing or listed as a runaway by the name of Brenda
Baker.

On 18 June 1974 at approximately 1730 hours, Lieutenant H. V. Baesen,
was directed by the Undersheriff to take the skull and jaw of the
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victim to Doctor Stewart Vendeland a dentist in Renton, Washington e
and at 1930 hours that date Doctor Vendeland exsamined the teeth and
determined the identity of the deceased individual to be Brenda J.

Baker. At the same time Dr. Vendeland was identifying the teeth of the
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vietim, Mr. Bennie Baker was identifying some jewelry worn by his
daughter the last time he saw her. He was accompanied by Mary Jane Handwd
and Joann Marie Jones who slso identified the jewelry worn by the
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victim the last time she was seen.

Brenda Joy Baker left her home in Maple Valley, Washington, on the 24th

of May 1974. Through family members, friends and family physician, ig%Mﬁﬁ
wags learned that Brenda was pregnant at the time she left her home.

She did not confide to her doctor who the father of her child was,

however, close friends stated it was a soldier at Ft. Lewis krown by ™™
the name of Flip. Brenda had runaway from home before and was very
unhappy at home.: In:May when she left home the last time, was located

at Western State lMental Institution as a result of being very depressed

and threatening suicide. Brenda was known to hitchhike frequently and
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was not afraid to take chances.

Investigation revealed that Brenda stayed two days with some friends
in Sumner, Washington, where they attempted to talk her into returning
home, however, she refused and she was last seen hitching a ride on the
on-ramp of the 014 Tacoma Highway and West Valley Way, Jjust outside the
city limits of Puyallup, Washington. She told her friends that she was
heading towards Portland, Oregon and she was last seen getting in a
pickup with two male subjects alive. This was as far ss we could

trace her whereabouts.

ks, Detective

: uraton.County
Sheriff's Department
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