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‘Cosden Denie rge

{ " Willlam E: Cosden' Jr." in his second day of testi--
‘ mony in his- first degree rape trial, today. said -he -
© didn't have sexual relations with the alleged victim
although he had sex in mind when she got into his .
truck.. .., . . o RS
He told the Thurston County Superior. Court jury) -

¥ he backed off from the- woman insidc,th'q_;trdclg,;’.;'i

. When he couldn’t “perform’’ after ;they bithi ansi’

Cosden, 2710 114th Ave. SW, {s accused of kidnap-

" ing and sexually assaulting Beverly J. Fredericks . -
Nov. 30 near Maytown. His trial began a week ago - .

last Monday, -

+ ran him down in her truck when she pulled fhto the =

fied she wived to him and flirted with him_even
:{l?ﬁgh he had never seen her before. Her actions at-

. "-tragied hefto him, he sald,

8ot into his truck and wanted to go *

’

S I—*‘? she ;
-someplnce;“he. said, ;This idea appealed to him be. 3

. cause he “wantéd to ket to know her better.’™ At the: |

time he admitted he was having problems with his 7
“marriage and hed sex.on his mind, T B
- When, she syggested they go to her place, he re--
{ od the proposal because he was married, he_

ald. - s ‘
- When Strophy asked him why he didn't suggest a ’

i . i oo+ o ..motel, Cosden hesitated and said, "It sounded .
.~ ,.The 23-year old defendant said the woman‘almost . ' Lo

Clewd o

<. "The trial Is expected to continue wit'ﬁ defense tes..

. Lathmp._Road Restover Truck Stop,. where he was 7 timéhy tomorrow,The jury is expected to begin de:::
r- working on-the night of the alleged Incident. He tes- . . liberations tomorfow afternoon. SR
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. i::w:. m,\no&na .:,... nmn:uau
s« of u:.._a:n and. raping a ‘Thurston;

L}

:5 Eo:::, Ewcaa and wn..nn_ as :.
urm knew him. He said she later

Oosuﬁ J Jagt, Zcﬁig unnai.on his offer to follow her
., will ..3:5«.5 ' witneds stand; thix' ;7 plekup itruck to.hei-house in his
week: 16 - ﬁom. “pickup: because’ of the adverse

! tions. x?a.. ﬁ!ﬁ_:ﬂ he bnn .33 !
i, intercourse with the woman, ;.
I Cosden, 29, testified Friday. rn
' was with the 24-year-old woman
in the nude In the cab of his pick-
up truck, but %:;x_ he could-
““perform”. the sexual act as “al-
_an.& becayse he “wag E_a::n of
~his wife and child. He' -&3:2_
he was & \foal!' for ‘belng. gwith,
the womsn vﬂ w-E he did .55. - up into the wrong lane -of 10lst
Em. Ty R L ﬂé::a and got into his truck to
He Is churged. iE. :,..:.aww_._% Ik, he testified. | ey - O
rape .of:, Béyerlf:, ). Fredericks - : She-said his truck: Hiad slid into
. -Nov.; 30n near. Maytown. Sherif('s “a ditch-near the intersectioniand
aeﬁcz.on,_ aﬁfg lim. the. same ' she returnéd to give help. © -
. day, after th&* no&b_n_:m:n wit- In' -his testimony, he nmE ghe
., ness uovolnnv Sarn_xunma in-
ﬁ ‘cident. 77 S i..nv?& hér .arms ~around ' hig
The tral ..ouc-:ou .-.:ouamq. af: right arm and wanted: him:: td -
ter anothér court holiday Monday, &._cm to a place *“where s.m can
and the jury is expected to begin ‘be alone.” He said she talked
_ deliberation sometime that night. - about bher. divorced husband and
The trial gnm: last Zo:gm% ‘why he had left her. -~
The defendant gave testimony On questioning by defense attor-
which differed greatly with that ney Don Taylor, the defendant
_of the woman who testified 'last said ‘he didn't threaten the wom-
ina_rf:u anid . that- at the

. an. He denled a:._r,:n __m1 2 any
truck stop where he was working,

. 22_52. no:&tosu

g

__ma initiated the conversation and
offered to follow her, but that she
didn't accept the assistance.
Q.&m:. who lives at 2710 1l4th
Way SW, said the woman_ stopped-
her vehicte in,the middle of the
intersection cw Case Road and
101st' Avenue. Then she backed'it

R

time.

The woman testified that after,
she helped the defendant get his
truck out of the ditch, he struck
her
‘threatened her with "4, rubber
malle. She said she agreed “to’
do anything™ If he wouldn't _.E:
her . anymore. -

Once in his :.:nr o:-d:?. to
Zmiosﬂ she ‘sdid she tried to

' escape by jerking the mnno_._nm

RS H

made no u:wauﬂm to get away
and displayed no signs of wanting
to leave his company. Cosden told.
the. jury he would have driven the

* woman backito her truck if u_:w

. She' had ' told the” jury that he

sat in the rmiddle of ‘the‘ seat, '

o

1

§
¢!

from behind w:a further

¥

wheel to force the wvehicle out_ of .

control and by. pulling the passen.
ger , door. handle. She said he
iE.son _.2. ot to no these

.,__. .%E:uu..; S

v?r__..&,_,_qﬁsm__,ﬁaﬁ_i g

¢ Tayle jor, nm-..._aa
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- had wanted."

He alsa denied threatening’ wm_.
with a gun_hidden under the seat
as she had testified. He Said
therg was no c..mn_uoa in the ve:
hicle. .

He said sm drove 8 E.ovm_.@ he
owns. near Maytown and stopped
the truck.. As they were talking,
. she gwm: unbuttoping her. dress,
he told the jury. While undressing
she told him “This is just like
playing strip poker.” *'I said 1

- just can't,’” he explained.he. told”

the alleged victim.

_He denied that he raped her. i

Tl felt like a damn fool,”™ he
said in’ response to another Tay-
‘lor query,about his feelings. He
- made further denials that he had
" discussed’ ‘“Ted” or that he had
mnnucnn the woman g her
Sﬁirx

>32d_rm to the woman’'s ver-
hEP he was the aggressor m:&

A

.

state of fear. ~*-° Coae

fendant Will Resume Stana in nape-swas -

amwm: cnw::oisn rmw n_o:.uu. _...
She ¢laimed he ‘raped her:
twice. She said he later grahbed

her. neckan %wr& .how she was .

. _going td 50@?5 vﬁ&m_. bruises, =

In. E!.Sa:zw: .7 Cosden said,’ |

the ncav_&ziw.rﬁz.omm drove tql,
his house¢ Janji 5.8nd appeared-1g7 -
be locking for: him., After he saw: .

her &._Sw away, ‘he S_muwo:ma._
._.ww_oq S report the-incident. ¢ A

&~
Ve

o

o

1 ﬂo__pmm nmﬁ_ao:? Drj
Tore. Nigldei," O_E.:Em vmv.f
chiatrist; sald a “gentle” sexual L,

act as described by the womafl’

wasn't 8:!22: with v&:n In a.

He added: ;rmﬂ _Evo”mnnm\
caused by . 4. man 'thinking of hig;
wife -and .children: was & common®
occurrence, He sald the _umn.o_.:.a
ance of two sexual acts in succes’:

_ slon in cold weather in the nu_u of:

a truck was “highly unlikely.” w.-

Seattle pathologist, Dr.- Gald'
Wilson, told the jury that based’
.on laboratory fests about § a.mif
Nov. 30, intercouise hadn't taken
place within'12 hours: R

~



;Coqrt jury’ las;t
';Wlll mE. Cosden ij,

' ev1dence was the woman leaving'

f-why -would  this > woman . ery

1T DEGREE RAP

;last Név.: 30 . RO A
’I’he Jury stayed out about 6
_hours before returning the verdict

_of first degree rape at the er;d of-
-rthe snx-day trial;

_'Cosden was in cdstody in coun—
ty-fail this-morning, Judge Fratk
E. Baker last night ordered him.

held " to ~await - sentencmg after
: pullmg his- property bond. -

THe . conviction: carries -a ’man-

; ‘dat.ory “minimim; sentence. of
~three
“the- use or “threat - of uise “of - a
_.deadly Weapon 10T - kldnap The

“years’ in’ prison because. of

.

-maxunum pnson term i D-‘years

osden Was arrested‘“ Nov 30

" ho s “after-the woman told ‘shet---
Ciff's deputles she"had been struck

“behind and later sexually
assaulted by a.man named “Bill”
in a .pickup truck in a remote

,cleanng near Maytown.

The defendant -had testified- he
was ‘with' the woman the mght. of-
the incident, but denied that sex-

-ual ' intercourse 'took place. He
. said the woman had aroused his -
. sexual.jnterest and. asked him to
- take” her someplace where they
~ could-be alone.

Yesterday-in closing arguments,
Deputy Prosecutor George DarkT
-enwald told the jurors.the case
came -down. to whether. they be-
lieved the defendant or the. wom-

" an, ‘“He did .it “or he dldnt”'
" Darkenwald .said,
He advised the Jury ‘to remern- -

.ber that- the victim wasn’t an

. trial.

Accordmg to the prosecutor, the
smgle most important’ piece of

rape?" Darkenwald querléd
'Also important was testlmony

by & doctor and nuyse who-éxam--
ined the. woman - and_, found -
. bruises and red marks .dn.»'rher‘

.shoulders, right arm, right hand

:-and on-top -of her head; the prijse-

cutor said, These' resulted from’
‘an assault; hot a fall as claimed’
* by the defendant, he:said.

- He characterized 'as_‘‘‘pre-
posterous” Cosden’s testimony the
.woman stopped her vehicle in the

_bxllty the defen nt m‘

é:&

mlddle of Case Road in. order to .
- talk w;th‘.hlm. Darkenwald- asgked - . -

w_hy_ a; 0 (,osﬁen had ever
- met would. C
- The FBIL ntlf:ed hairs found"“ :

(in--the deféridant's ‘truck -as ‘be: - -

longing ‘to'the woman; Dark-

* enwald. pointed out. He suggested
. that the defense contendeéd at the
- start of the.trial. that the -event

didn’t happen, but the FBI testi-' -

mony forced the defendant to

change his story. : . '
A sheriff's officer tesuﬁed he

was, surprised not to. find any rec-

ognizable - fingerprints when . he. .

~examined- the defendant’s',truck o

Darkenwald’ Hinted at the posst-_"ﬁ

jury, defense attorney Don
noted, “We. know the defendant

. had the oppgrtumty, but you! can 't. 7

convict hini on that.” . . 7
Taylor saxd from & scientlflc

jvxewpomt ev:dence “didn’t hold -
up. He eXplamed the -evidence o

showed a “reasonable doubt.”

-
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Qabc:g. In; v:Sae with. rgports of his -
?w»oo:: eyery six:months. He‘also recom-

..Bn and Parolé :35 the’ coul '
.vso: Cosden’s ultimate 8_2.3
?83 Wwill appedl. the case:; b -
zfﬁ. %;Snnon Reb: 18- ‘after ‘a: sao_n. ;
&nvn eﬁp .u*.wom?o_n ?.eEw: _nun i

ﬁ.ﬁﬁ. .u um_. 9.63 _KE_,E n—ina EE. a- _.:ES_._....
. n ‘Hours on Case Road. Out of fear. for- .

nn-.onﬂ mo Inaoivu:% him to- his _uu.e_vo..n% =nm_. Enwr

mhnsano. she had said.

=Q Prosecutor: Rick m:dn__w E,w&.

tise attorney Don Taylor reconi; :

:na. The' ao:q_nn_oa calls for gt

__oﬂ In’ ‘the. early

Ex :&.:5»

3 9&.&3 2, ua.w.o-n
,.“Biigowuc% t
- Strophy-introduced. m_r.!au Qo:aar _(E.. 8:2 _records con- -
oo:.._au the brutal- -Fﬁsw_.& 2 _.Qs-_v.o_a woman n_o_d In which

- Cosden‘was. Involved;
Police fourd the! ££=

u__ :os., mc.nna_. umquwo_w beaten and
nBEKa several . z.:au. !

TR —hblt(.» térlagt L

. . - P ‘%
>oﬁ2.&=n 3 En mnnﬁn. Cosden came forward n:a gave Informa
zog:.o Maryland palice -even though they had nnon:ou _EE?
o.._w Gharge involving the death. . v
b VA judge there found the defendant innocent of n..n?non_dn BE.&? ;
_v! wuwag of temporary insanity. The court committed Cosden to:m:
ag..b_ iristitution, ‘where he remained until May G:_s&ns he s.

_

i The noucQ vqcumnﬁo.. said Em..n was evidence o_. a ..nmucn as
s_n *{in_the Maryland killing, a conclusion disputed by noanou.;
A-Ema and, Taylor. - ‘
mn.ﬁ_a« sald Cosden was “one of the most dangerous 5&&&.&-
i n_ %gﬁﬁ&. have had before it." I
: 1.0 %e.:» during Strophy's u..mmmspw:oa to the nocﬂ no&o:.
) ﬁ._vmo..._ai_ﬁ.. ‘anger, shouted, ““You're a liar," Judge Baker Ev:x&
¢ hiny;for-the outburst and ordered him to be quiet. ol
. in :___mmwuga Cosden’s activities resulted from B.:ozoau
nn&d u:nwa:& during. his ‘Marine Corps tour in Vietnam, which 5..“ .
A. cluded five months- ‘In an enemy prison. The attorney stressed the ,.
horrors of'his client's experiences there where he received ::.3
- purple hearts and a bronze star for lounds.suffered.
- Cogden. receed a Eo&oﬁ_ discharge from the Marines in .Zo ,
; ber 1061, - ¥ :
P .u.nu;o_. n_nw.:&.n.a qu_wsn EE:w never would have u_.:.?.nna.
.nou.....n.._ hadn't been “honest” in admitting to it. He said noﬁ
* maintained his honesty in denying the Thurston County rape. L
Judge Baker .sald the Cosden sentencing would serve as a &E...L
to “other rapists in the county” that they can expect :5 wE_..o
:.an::o:r i,

Ao - ' ,....i.._..i! \» e
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: By DEAN SHACK[ETT T .
THE PROTECTION of an individual's right to-a fa:r trial often_ )
seems to put a real strain on the cause of. justice. Seems to me we'. .
just had an example of this in Williani E. Cosden Jr.’s trial here. -
.. The 29-year-old was found guilty of rape by a jury of his peers
which heard ail of the good thmgs in hlS background but none of
© the; b el

evealed hls pas S
] } jroblems;, Rick..
ph inal deputy’ prosecutor, produced ‘court: records -
_'.from"M ry!and bricerning ‘the brutal slaying thére of a 2l-year-old- .
trophy s'ald the as- ev:dence of sexual dssault ‘in that .
t. murder -and’ found mnocent by rea—;{

[aryland rnurder, the court was. t ld, occurrqd in 1967, Cos- LU
~“den’ was “held in"a'mental institution- until” ‘May of 1971 when 'he was -
determined to ‘be. ‘mentally cornpetent and released He moved to
- this. ,;soon aftgr : ’

er- that' thls certaipl B
: in: en case Pt such a reply lgnores othen actors:'
and 'begs the questmn. 5 PR i

* " dencé’ of Wwhat hié was - cépabre of ia oné time, -
- Iibelieve our’jurors are. mtelhge_ epough to make such ‘a, dIS-
= tinction The Iawyers and Judgés who d ft our .
° thi ‘ ]

‘create our” ggg:_-tl_louse”sta
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Cosden Appealing
To High Court

An impressive gray booklet was
making the rounds in the Thurs-
ton County Prosecutor’s Office
this morning, in the hands. of
Olympia Attorney Kip Stilz.

It was a formai petition for a.

Wwrit of certiorari to the Supreme

Court of the United States — on .
behalf of William E. Cosden Jr., .

"1, whose address has been Wash-
ington State Penitentiary, Walla
Walla, ever since he was con-

victed of first-degree rape in.:
Thurston County Superior Court-

in March 1976,

Judge Frank Baker sentenced -
Cosden to 48 Years in prison, rec- -

ommending a minimum term of 10.
years. Deputy Prosecutor Rick
Strophy had urged life imprison-
~ment, L ’

Fristoe, Taylor and Schultz, Cos-
den took his case to the Washing-
ton Appellate Court where his con-

Represented by 'thé"'firm- of :

viction was upheld. He now is pre..

pating to take it to the nation's’”
highest court. Stilz sajd this morn-.

'ing Cosden's appeal will be based
upon the same grounds he used in.

~

" 'the earlier appeal: that he had not-

been - allowed to-'introduce evi.-

dence indicating that the 24{-year-:
old woman he was aceused of rap--
ing had engaged in sexual activity '
four days before the rape, §
Cosden spent _four Years in a
mental nstitution. in the late g0g.

after murdering a Young woman-'

in Maryland. He "was released
from the institution in May 1971
declared  to be mentally com-

p-e.te_n't'.?.ys 2121570
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