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L. H. PALMER, MANAGER R

241 TACOMA MALL OFFICE BUILDING

TACOMA, WASHINGTON 58405 Jmmﬂcg

TELEPHONE: (206) 4757383
STAN KLIPPERT, ADJ,-IN-CHARGE
3105 WHEATON WAY

o BREMERTON, WASHINGTON 98310
TELEPHONE: (2061 377-0191

-~

Thurston County Sheriff Department
P, O, Box 1937
o Olympia, Washington 98507
Attn: Detective Barcliff
Re: Policy number:
Insured:
Date of losg:
Our file number:

Dear Detective Bardliff:

We represent Maryland Casualty Company,

California,
10, 1975.

The company has paid William E. Cosden,
for the loss of his 1973 Ford Pick-
Please advise Maryland Casualty dir

i 4
Aelfeeslers

September 30, 1975

73-17592-

R, L. SCHROEDEK, ADJAIN - CHARGE
2604 12TH CT., S.W., P.O. BOX 251
OLYMPIA, WASHINGTON 98501
TELEPHONE: (206} £43-2381

Tr002204956

Wilkiam E, Cosden, Jr.
8~10-75 ;
92-38487-p

P. 0. Box 15252, Sacramento,

concerning a pick-up truck Ffire that occurred on August

Jr., their insured, in full
up truck, VIN F10GR14559800,
ectly of any infomation that may

surface conc¢erning who may have started the fire.

Thank you fox your cooperation.

Very truly yours,
CRAWFORD AND COMPANY

A“Q‘w
ouglas E. Larson, Adjuster

Olympia, Washington

DEL/tw

SERVING THE INSURANGE INDUSTRY THROUGH MORE THAN 500 LOCATIONS IN PRINCIPAl AITIFR - 1ig a CANAMA AND B1HIEDTA Dlam

RANDY SANDVIG, ADJ-IN-CHARGE
527 EAST FIRST STREET

PORT ANGELES, WASHINGTON 98282
TELEFHONE: (206} 457-7110
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73-17592-12

THURSTON COUNTY FIRE DISTRICT #11
LITTLEROCK FIRE DEPARTMENT
Investigation Repore

COSDEN (dba) RESTOVER TRUCK STOP Fire - ' August 10, 1975

Fire call received at fire control at 3:29 a,m. » August 10, 1975, and response

was made by units 11-12 of station #1 and unit 11- 22 of station #2, Cab of
plck~-up truck was entirely involved in flame at arrival of units. Fire was
brought under contrel in less than three minutes ﬁith use of booster lines from
unit 11-12 and was out in a matter of seven minutes._ All fire seemed to be con-

fined to cab area, with very minor fire daflage in the area of the engine.

Hood and left door were in Open condition upon arrival of fire units, Cwner,
Bill Cosden, claims to have disconnected a horn wire to silence same. Engine
area was not tampered with by fire personnel in any way, other than to put

retardants on the flame.

The fire scene was located approximately one eighth mile south of the paved area
which constitutes the Restover Truck Stop Complex The truck had been dr1Ven

to south end of a small man made lake (gravel pit) where, screened from view to
the north by a stand of small alder growth, it was burned., This flre originated
in the cab of the vehicle, and Judging from the condxtlon of seat springs, it
would appear that the fire wag started on the seat of the vehicle about one |
third in from the driver's side, More than one set may have been made.

A deputy sheriff was requested at the scene and with that deputy, arrangements
were made to have the vehicle impounded, where it could be studied by sheriff's

detectives and deputies of the State Fire Marshal's office.

7065



73-17592-12

LRFD #75-064
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It was reported that a number of expensive tools were missing from the vehicle,
which had been reported stolen to the sheriff's office some two hours previously
to the fire byra Wm., Cosden, Jr. A search of the perimeter of the cleared . area
wvas made by myself and Lloyd Scott at 8:00 a.m., of August 10, 1975, The search
vielded negative results. JFresh tire tracksof a4 narrow gauge vehicle were noted
at the east edge of the gravel pit, an area not driven over by any vehicle at the
time of actual fivre, It is theorized by this investigator that if there Were

any tools taken from pick~up GK 4618, ‘they were transferred to the compact type

vehicle prior to fire.

Determination
In the opinion of this investigator, the fire in pick-up truck GK 4618 was of an
incendiary nature, probably flammable 11qu1d used in and about the cab of said

truck., TFurther, since this fire was located less than one quarter mile south of

an incendiary structure fire of approximately a month earlier, with the same owner- .

ship and personnel involved, this departmert deemed it expedient to turn further
.1nvestigat10n over to the State Fire Marshal's office. This fire seemad to con-
stitute a continuation from the previous fire, rather than an entirely separate '

event:,

Closest cooperation was received from the Thurston County Sherdiff's office and
the Washington State Fire Marshal's office in our on scene and prellminary in-

vestigation of this fire,

"Fire investigation turned over to Deputy State Fire Marshal Lloyd G. Seott at -

7:30 a.m. of August 10, 1975,

Ray Jensen ° I | .
Investigative-Photographer )
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‘THURSTON COUNTY TIRE DISTRICT #13

PHOTOGRAPHIC INDEX

Photo 1,2,3.4

Fr. 4,5,6,14

Photo #5, 6

Fr. 7,8

- Photo #7,8,9

Fx. 9,16,17

Photos #10, 11

Fr. 10,15

"Photo #12-

Fr, 11

Photo #13

Fr. 12

Photo #14

Fr. 13

" Photo #15

Fr. 18

Photo #16

Fr, 19

Photo #17

Fr. 20

Ray Jensen

~ Identification photos
bumper noted in photo

= Left and right sides of burned interior.
burned out rear window,

of Ford pick-up GK 4618,
4.,

= Views of interior taken from open left door.

73-17592-12

LRFD #75-064

Badly bent frone

Photos takén through

- Burned-out seat of vehicle, photogtaphed.frém-left side.

~ Front view of engine

g

= Left side and front of engine.

1

Right side and front o

f engine,

~ View of tire track of left réar'wheel of vehicle GK-4618

~ View of tire track of right rear wheel of vehicle GK 4618

= Only partly successful
lining cab area of pick

Photographic»Investigator

Photo 'in showing line of
~up after its removal

paint residue. out-
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STATE OF WASHINGTON S
" F3217592-12

OFFICE OF OLYMPIA oFFIcE
. . IBSURAKCE BUILDING
STATE FIRE MARSHAL 7 ) CLYMPIL, WASHINGTON sasog

753.3005. AnRa cony aog

INVESTIGATXON REPORT

Title of case ' WILLIm COSDEN, JR. . ' — File _N()g' SFM 75"‘26_4

Date of fire 8/10/75 39 ¢ 3:29 _AM, Investigated by__ L. G, Scott.

Location Vacant Property 1/8 mi. So. of intersection of Interstate #5 & Lathrop Rd., Olvmpia E
(street) - (city) (county) ~ THURSTON co

Owner :E:ii.iazl Cosden, Jr, .Occupant Neae'—‘ ‘ -(Veh.il.'cle)l
2710-114th Way S.W., Olympia 943-7428 '

S B B g S ot 4 Y S Bt S e P Y Gl e S oyt S i G i Sk 3 e 3 B e e e —innhh—--&—nmﬁn.—ﬁ—-——.“-m-u‘-ln——m-i-h—‘--g--i...'nu...--..d

Insurance Company Policy No. |Effective Dates! Coverage - Amount,
. Maryland Casualty TF002204956 7/6/75-76 50/100 DI 35PD 2000 Med

[

Previous fire record Olympia records show 4 prior fires in which Gosden's. name appears

L % payable to Cosden

Recent increases, changes

Agent

Adjuster Not yet

—-H-n-.-puah-n-hh-pu-—”-unlp-—lh—----s—--u—q‘-nln-nntp--unnnqs uuuuu e T S £ Tt g P p B e Y e, P M O A Wt B ek ot o 0 e e ey e

Property involved_ 1973 Ford P.U. Lic. #WASH GK 4618

Where fire started Passenger éompartment

Probable cause  Incendiary

Extent ¢f damage Seats, glass, dash, roof & wiring were totally burned. Motor & balance of
. O body are probably salvageabie,

Injuries or deaths None

“inal disposition of case_ Still under:investigation

Jetails ZHE VEHICLE

This involved a 1973 Ford "Ranger" pickup truck. It was painted a two tone,

.. red over white color scheme., Itg license number was Washington GK 4618.

i
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75-264
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Information ngen to the fire department Indicated that a large value in tools

had been stolen frop the truck., Due to this, a search wasg made in an expanding

circular perimeter search to ascertain whether they might have béen hidden near-

by. This produced negative results. -

m., 8/10/75, Tumvater Towing wasg ‘contacted and Information wag recejved

as to the location of the truck, It had been impounded by the Sheliff'

s office
and was in a lot on the Kirsop Road,

’J
2

10 17 8/10/75, investigation of the burned truck was started " This showed Lhe

cab to be the main area of burn, The truck body, the engine compartment and

‘the tires and under carriage had suffered relatively llttle damage.

The seat and seat-back were totally destroyed. The roof of the cab showed_some.

warping and all of the glass was gone, Both windows had been in the “up' posi~r
tion and the right door was locked. Burn Patterns on the doors vere examined

and they showed the right door to have been closed and the left door to have

been open during the fire,

Tests of the geat area were made with a J&W Combustible Gas Indicator These

tests showed positive readlngs in the 100 parts per million range. To eliminate.
_ chance of error,

the pick up probe of the "sniffer" was removed, purged by

| blowing it out, the filter replaced and the probe replaced on’ the device, :A
second reading was then taken which again showed 100 p. P.M, These.tests indicaoe

the presence of a flammable 1iquid The "sniffer" readings Which were quite'

1ow, were still found after the extensive fire and indicate that a fairly

substantial amount of liquid had been used to accelerate the fire.
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75-264
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informed him of this. He indicated that his employees on duty at the.time would

be reprimanded for their failure to tell him of the fire.

Cosden then called his son and got' a run down on just what happened. It was not
possible to hear both sides of the conversation, so a statement‘must‘be taken

from William Cosden, Jr. l}

. Cosden, Jr. had reported the truck as being,stolen. "Thig report went to the
Thurston County Sheriff. According to Cosden, Sr., Cosden, Jr. then went out

) looking for the truck which he found burning.

A second survey was made of the vehicle in the impound yard with the aseietance
of Detective Barclift.:'The Sheriff's report indicated that Cosden, Jr. sai&

he had not left the keys in the truck, that he had one set of keys‘in his
possession and that his wife had the other eet. The truck was examined closely.
to see if any evidence of "hot wiring" could be found. To hot wire a Ford

truck of this model it is common to connect a jumper wire from the."batter&"
terminal of the coil to thel"positive“ side of the battery. Then to start the :
engine, it is only necessary to short across the terminals of the solenoid,

"When the.solenoid is activated, the starter turns over, startlng the engine.

The "hot wire" between the coil and the battery, by-passes the ignition swiLch

and allows power from the battery to feed the ignition system completely independ~

ent of the. keyed switch. To -shut off the engine, it is then necessary to dis-

connéct this "hot wire,"

The coil on this truck was located between the banks of cylinders near the front

of the engine adgacent to the distributor There are three terminals on the end -



73-17592-12
75-264
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of the cylinder shaped coil. The “higo tension” terminal leads from the coil
lto the center of the distributor, the "distributor" terminal leads to the base
of the distributor, while the "battery" terminal leads eventually to the battery
through the switching circuit, Connections to the "battery" and "distributor" |
terminals'wereby plastic covered wire ends. Essentially, this completely
covered the coll terminals unless the wires were removed. These were found to
be in place and intact° This meant that if the trucL were indeed moved by
"hot" wiring it in the aforesaid manner, that the truck had been shut off by.

removing the wire and then the original wires were returned to their location

on the coil, It hardly seems likely that anyone would do this,

- Another method to by-pass the ignition switch, is to connoct two Lerminals on
the back of the ignition switch. The remains of the switch vere examined in
this regard with negative-results. This method is quito difficult &ue to the
confined space and the problem of correctly identifying the proper terminals.-
Mﬁny of the truck's accessory feed wires, such as the heater and radio, are
usually connected to the switch to prevent thedir being aocidentally left on. -
‘-No evidence could be found that the switch itself had been tampered with,.al-

though the fire damage made this assessment unusually difficult,

Further follow-up investlgatiOn is indicated and the case will be held open

until ‘this can be accomplished

LLOYD G. SCOTT |
Supervisor of Fire Investigation

LGS:irj
. 8/20/75
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