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INVESTIGATION REPORT

Fitle of case__WILLIAM ARTHUR SYLVESTRE | __ File No, SFM_75-355

Sate of fire_October 26 v 1975 at__fi____,ﬁ; Investigated by Sherman Frase _

Location Off Shelley Roae | Maytown - Thurston_ .
‘ (street) {city) (county) "

Owner William Arthur Sylvestre Occupant Same |

Contact at:
Rt. 1, Box 148, Teniuno; Phone: 264-2189
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*roperty involved 17' x 23" pole structure used as part-time dwelling.

there fire started Dresser, Bed Mattress and On Chair Cushion.

’robable cause Incéndiary (3 sets).

xtent of damage To above items and Plastic Visquine Walls and Roof.

‘njuries or deaths  None

‘inal disposition of case Closed. No Fire Department Response.

etails THE FIRE

Scretime, on October 26, 1975. a person or_persons entered the shed-like part-time dwellin°

cx .1111am Sylvestre and set 1t afire. White gas and Kerosene, which hed been stored outside

¢

arné awev fronm the structure, had been poured over the bed mattress, dresser;"am_:l chair cushion.

076
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On the 2Zternoon of October 26, 1975, William Earl Cosden, Jr., of 2710 ~ 114th Way, s.W.,

Oly=pia, was on his Mavtown pProperty. Cosden's property abuts Sylvestre's and Cosden wag
o Y ¥

approximately 25 yards from Sylvestre's dwelling when he could see smoke. Cosden stated

he went over to the dwelling, (the time being approximately 5:30 P.M,) and found a smoulder-

ing mess, Stated he found a rifle, (stock burnt) and called the Ganeé Department. Apparent-

ly Cosden, earlier that day, had found a dead fawn, which had been shot on his property and

thought this might be the poacher's gun, Thig information from Cosden’s statement of Oct—

ober 27, 1975,

THE STRUCTURE

This seventeen foot by twenty-three foot structure was more like a shed or a shack., It was

framed, (walls and roof) with small diameter tree poles, Plastic Visquine was attached to

the poles and served as the walls and roof. The structure was.fioqfléss._ Parts of carpet.

. 5 -
oY rugs were used to cover portions of the ground frea within this structure,

The bed was

simply a mattress on a bédspring resting on the ground, Heat: was. provided by a small wood

heater aﬁd light was furnished by Kerosene lamps,

. THE INVESTIGA?ION

This writer arrived at the Maytown Cafe and met with Thurston County Deputy Sheriff Ray

"~nsen at 1:31 P.M, on October 27, 1975, Information was received from Deputy Hansen and

widen this writer followed him to the scene.

the road. FKowever, we first met the owner, Sylvestre, waiting for us. Sylvestre stated he

and his wife had been living here since about the last of August of 1975, Stated they had‘

planned to build a house and were using the '"shed" as a Present part-time dwelling, Stéted

he had been on the scene on October 26, 1975, at approximately 11:00 A.M, and everything.

scemed okay. Stated he had heard people shooting shotguns some distance away.

Stated he

came upon his fire scene about 10:00 A.M. on October 27, 1975. Stated some ammunition was

missing along with a heavy coat and sleeping bag, Sylvestre noted the can of White Gas and

Kerosene to be inside the shed. The capless White Gas can was found lying on the center

area (ground) and the Kerosene can found just inside the shed. Stated his Coleman stove

gas tank cap was missing from the tank and the tank was empty.

This writer noted, on viewlng the scene, that the Visquine roof was almost toiélly burned

away except for a small area extreme west end of the roof, Howéver, portions of the north

g isouth areas, and about all of the west Visquine wall area was intact. The dresser in

the nertheast bedroom area had been completely consumed, The bedsprings had completely lost
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their tempering and were noted to be completély flat. This writer probed and tested the
bedspring area and‘the dresser area with a Johnson WilliaﬁS'Combustible Gas-Indicator which

registered up to 100 parts per million in both areas on the ground.

Sylvestre stated his burnt rifle was 75-55 calibre of swiss make, Stated he 6idﬁ't know why
Cosden would remove his rifle from the shed unless Cosden thought.he was the poacher who

‘shot the fawn., Stated that he has talked to Cosden several times in the past and figures

Deputy Hansen and this writer then drove to Cbsden's residence, 2710 - 114th Way; 5.W.,
.Olympia, but were told by his wife that he was at his father's house. We then drove to
Route 18, Box 265~A, home of William Cosden, Sr, Arriving at 3:21 P.M., October 27, 1975,
William Earl Cosden, Jr., date of birth December l§,.1946, then gave ys a voluntary state~| '

ment as noted in the first of this report. Cosden did refer to Sylvestre as a hippie and
poacher, but denied having any trouble with him. ' ' '

CONCLUSTON

This uninsured'shaak,was 5till an abode of William Sylvestre, ﬁO"mattér_how it was con-
“*ructed or its appearance, This fire was of an incendiary nature with at least three

[hJES with flammable liquid used. as an accelerant. - Thig case is now closed.

- SHERMAN FRASE
October 28, 1975
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