5x8 R/P  ® COMPLAINT—WHITMAN COUNTY
ate-Time Received Date-Time Dispaiched Date & Time Arrived Date & Time Clearsd Complaint No.
-02-80 1530 HRS. 80/06-05
Received By How Recelved Dispatched By Otiicer Assigned Referred To:
THRIFT IN PERSON RODGERS/10
Location
Reporting Party, Last, First, Middle Address (Same as location Ew Jé A/ Tele
DTE. DAVE BELL, BENTCN CO SHERIFFS OFFICE s WASH
Date and Time of Occurrence Classification
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AOA/MURDER 18t DEGREE

. Detalls of Complaint
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Case # 80/06 0531

INCIDENT: A O A, Benton County, First Degree Murder

ASSTSTED AGENCY: Benton County Sheriff's Office PH (509) 783-7780
Kennewick, WA Det. Pave Bell

SUBJECT INTERVIEWED: LEE, Stewart William, DOB 9-20-52 SS#_
Route 2, Box 44, Garfield, WA PH 397-3275

OFFICER: RODGERS, W.D. Det/Sgt, WCSD

DETAILS: On or about May 28, 1980, Det. Bell contacted Rodgers

by telephone. Bell requested Rodgers contact Lee
with reference to his knowledge to a murder suspect. The alleged murder took place in
Benton County at some point between January 4th and December of 1979. Bell advised that
subject Lee worked with suspect Burnson at the Indian Trails IGA in Spokane in the pro-
duce department.

At approx. 1400 hrs., on Monday, June 2, 1980, Rodgers made personal contact with Lee
on the Bob Curtis property between Elberton and the Dry Creek Road, Lee's place of em-—
ployment. Lee advised that he did know Stan Burnson, that Burnson replaced Lee in May
of 1975, when he quit the Indian Trails IGA in Spokane. Lee advised that he lived
approx. three blocks from the Indian Trails IGA.

During August or September of 1975, Burnson, his girlfriend and her two children as
well as Lee and the woman he married later went Huckleberry picking just southwest of
Priest Lake. Lee advised that was the last time he wasrﬁﬁrnson and the only other
information Lee had with regard to his present whereabouts was rumor that he had since
moved to Alaska. Lee advised that he was produce manager for Indian Trails IGA. His
main job was to order produce and dairy products. The dairy products came in premarked
and no action was taken on them except to put them in the case and keep them displayed.
The produce came in and it was Lee's job to check in these items, price them and take
mark-up. Lee further stated that part of his job was to put the produce in the cooler

trim the lettuce, celery, etc. for the wet-rack.

Lee advised that on the smaller vegetables, he used a pocket knife to trim those veg-
etables. They did use a submersion method for washing the vegetables and would float
them to the top and trim it. On larger items such as watermelon, they used a knife
borrowed from the meat department. It was a rather large knife. Lee advised that the
knives they used had a brown wooden handle with a blade approx. 1 in. wide or a litter
over, well worn and extremely sharp. All of the knives used in the store in the meat
and vegetable department were of the Dexter brand. There were some boning knives with
blades approx. 6 inches in length. There were also some larger knives with blades out
to 14 inches long. All of these knives had brown wooden handles.

Lee stated that the butcher, Jerry Ruhling bought the knives from a shop on Washington
Street, just north of Indiana in Spokane. Lee could not remember the name of the bus-
iness or the person who ran the business, but did state that the Office of that sub-
ject was located in a building with a refrigeration plant. The name of that business
was Market Equipment. The same subject presently has a new shop on Howard in Spokane.

Lee advised that during August or September of 1975, the time of the Huckleberry picking
trip, Burnson was divorced and living with a woman who had two children. Lee described

Burnson as a very strong-willed person.

Burnson apparently left the employment of the Indian Trails IGA during a labor dispute
which involved a strike. After the strike was settled, Burnson refused to go back to
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work.

Rodgers also interviewed Cecelia Monica Lee. DOB 08-17-55, the wife of Stewart Lee.
Mrs. Lee advised that they used to see Burnson quite frequently when going to the IGA
store in Spokane. Mrs. Lee further advised that the only time they ever went anywhere
together was the Huckleberry picking trip prior to her and Stewart's marriage in Novem-
ber, 1975. At that time, Burnson had a woman and two kids with him. Mrs. Lee also
stated that there was no problem that she knew of with regard to Burnsom.

Case referred to Benton County

Case closed.
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ola amiga, Su cvopanwul s un poco malo, pero yoxrTuedo
comprender todas las palabras, porque son tan facil,

A1lb. is okay, but my parents are beginning to get on
my nerves. Dan, a good school chum, and I went to Woodstock
last Friday. Really fantastic. He had some fantastic stuff

that made everything a bit cooler, If Jan told you anything
about a note that I scribbled on the envelope that I sent to
her, forget it. It was about maybe we could hitch:around
the couple weeks vefore school becuause 1 would be drovnped of
a couple weeks early, Anyway, my dad decided that I could
come back to Alb. and find a job , and work until school
starts. Ha, nom way. I think Dan I& (switch those two aroun
d) will go south and see what's growing on down south of usud/r

“Big Vacation news: Utah, Idaho, then WSU for a couple

days, then up to Canada for about a week, then thrmough VC,
B.C., to the Olympic Peninsula, then down along the coast
to SF, then LA, then San Diego (Cal) then to Arizona (Oak
Creek Canyon, really a vbeabutifml plsce) then back to a
couple weiks of hassle in New Mex,.,, then up to wsu. -
My typing reaks, so does this dumb typewriter.

I've buen learning :+ few new songs on the guitar, and
I just got a recorder(A wooden flute) that's really cool,
but difficult to ~luj, so I'm learning, and practicing.

I also got somze wire frame glasses. They're a lot cooler
than my dumi old black ones. Oh, and I got my hair styled.
It cost8100!! My mom paid for it. The guy left it very
long, sc I can dig it. My parents doft't hascle me about

it any more. The guy did a pretty good jobe It needs
washing right now.

About Gypsum weed. It's free, and it has a nice rush,
but after that, it's a dull trip. E've beén {rying to rea
up on it, and a few other things, like psylisikin, howeve
spelled, and peyote. I know what peyote lmoks like, and
it's found, texans, but really no specifics. Mosg of th€ HQokE
on that stuff have becn swiped. Really. The book ]gfﬁ\%p_grthat
had something about peyote had that area underlined, the
page was marked, if the book fell open, guess where it landed.
Rightes SO much for libraries.

-« --I think I can go down to the Fed. building and get a -
form 150 for my CO this week. Last week was too hectic.
Sunday, at church, one of our wministers (actually the\ guy
who takes care of youth activities) asked me if I had applied
for a CO yet, add I hadn't even-told him that I was thinking
about it., Far out.

Pictures are cool , the ones you sent me., My brothe
cracked up when he saw the MR. Grass one. Ior some reasom,

I don't have that one hanging up. Did I tell you that my dad
would bust me to the cops if he found any stuff? He wi 2\
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Real sweet guy .
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Anyway, I guess I'm ubout all talked out. Hasta la vista,

Paz y amor,

_gsops
%

Guess I'LL DooDle on the rest of this page, or something

7220 y
=

Brude, me, anyway
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Man is fallible. He isn't pure, true, honest, ideal, immortal, infinite, omnipotent.
He is no God. He is "only human". Don't judge him or yourself too harshly. It's
harder to love yourself a little. Too many people find it hard to "love you", you're
the one', as the album Hether and -~---- says, "you're the one and we're the one'".

But people are guilty because they didn't think they could make their friend happy.
Was it because they were selfish, they didn't really care about their friend, they

had no will power or was it in fact because they knew that it was beyound their power?
Man is limited. That's what philosopher's have as their most basic assumption. Their
foundation upon which all theories brace themselves against attack. Circles and
chains of seasoning become tangled here. For how can a philosopher, who is only
human, ever expect or hope, to say something immortal, something final, true, real,
actual, total, complete. He says hypocrisy, misleadings, desceptions, etc. But
innocently or not intended, he above all realized in himself that he is not com-
pletely certain. He searches, rather than profegizing. He argues rather than
proclaiming. The exactly rationally dedicated intellect, sophisticated philosopher

is an existentralist meking the most go out a stagnet, ambigous, corrupted, incomplete
chaos. He is man searching. I once existed as a searcher. What else is man supposed
to be? Need I entertain the funny form college graduate, or the topsy-turvey pro-
fessional man, or how about the wishy washy society lady who has never burped in her
life?

But forth expels man from conformity, from ambiguity, from fear, from uncertainty, from
mortality and pettyness. If only it could be believed in? If only it were avoidable
to everyone, everyday? Instead, the religious people I know are all the fallible
things we see in all of mankind, yet with the addition of being self-ritcheous,
authoritive, domineering, tending constantly toward influencing and attracting

others, and especially are in a better position form which to judge their brothers.
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