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The Zodiac Murders
California
December 1968

.................

to October 1969

(June 4, 1963-September 6, 1970)

John B. Averitt, Ph.D.
Cookeville Police Department




Known Victims

Four Men
and
Three Women
between the ages of 16 and 29 were
targeted.
Five Died, two survived.



The suspect Identified himself as

The Zodiac

He has never been caught or
identified.
He claimed 37 murders in letters to
the newspapers.



Map of Known Zodiac Murders
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Other Possible Zodiac Crime Scenes

Crime Scene



Brief History—Known Victims
Betty Lou Jensen and David Arthur Faraday

December 20, 1968(Friday)
Benicia, California (Lake Herman Road)
Approximately 11:15 p.m. PST




Brief History—Known Victims
Darlene Elizabeth Ferrin and Mike Mageau Renault

July 4, 1969(Friday)
Blue Rock Springs Park, Eastern
Outskirts of Vallejo, California
Approximately 11:55 p.m. PDT




Brief History—Known Victims
Cecelia Ann Shepard and Bryan Calvin Hartnell

September 29, 1969(Saturday)
Lake Berryessa, Napa County, Calif.
Approximately 6:15 p.m. PDT




Brief History—Known Victims

Paul Lee Stine

October 11, 1969(Saturday)
San Francisco-Presidio Heights, California

Approximately 9:55 p.m. PDT




Possible Zodiac Victims

* Many were suggested, these were considered
serious possible victims of the Zodiac Killer.



Possihile Zod:xac V:xct:xms

Robert Daningos and linda Fdwards

(Robert George
Domingos at age 18 in
1963)

If you have any information about this case, please e-mail me
or call the Zodiackiller.com Info Line at &5~ (415) 267-4818 (§

Killed: June 4, 1963 (Tuesday)

Case number: 73855

Time of attack: Unknown; probably late afternoon.

Place of attack: A remote beach south of Gaviota in Santa Barbara County, Calif.

Method of attack: Robert Domingos, age 18, was shot 11 times. His fiancee, Linda Edwards, age
17, was shot nine times. The weapon was a .22 caliber semi-automatic, probably a rifle. The
ammunition was Winchester Western Super X copper-coated long rifle. There was no indication of
robbery or sexual molestation. There were no witnesses, Due to the remote location of the crime
scene, the bodies weren't found until the following evening.

Details: The victims were students at nearby Lompoc High School and were participating in "Senior
Ditch Day,” a local tradition among students close to graduation. Instead of celebrating with
classmates at another location, however, Domingos and Edwards chose to be alone at an isolated
stretch of beach. Apparently the killer approached while they were sunbathing. As Edwards was
forced to bind Domingos at gunpoint with lengths of narrow rope (probably pre-cut), both victims

| attempted to flee and were shot numerous times. The circumstances of the shooting suggested the

(Linda Faye Edwards at
age 17 in 1963)

killer had some level of expertise with firearms. The bodies were dragged approximately 30 feet to
an empty shack occasionally occupied by transients. Edwards was placed face up on top of
Domingos and the top of her bathing suit was cut open with a sharp instrument (probably a knife),
exposing her breasts. The killer then attempted to set fire to the shack with wooden matches, to no
avail.

Zodiac victims? The similarities between this attack and Zodiac's Lake Berrvessa attack of 1969 are
striking. Additionally, the ammunition used to kill Domingos and Edwards was the same kind Zodiac
used at his Lake Herman Road attack of 1968. In 1972, the Santa Barbara County Sheriff's Dept.
issued a press release in an attempt to conclusively link Zodiac to the Domingos-Edwards killings.
The potential involvement of the Zodiac received extensive coverage in the news media.

Conclusion: The Domingos-Edwards tragedy has Zodiac's fingerprints all over it: The knife, gun,
pre-cut rope and the motiveless assault on vulnerable teenagers at a remote location. It is very
unlikely this attack and Zodiac's Lake Berryessa attack were the work of separate individuals.

Also see:
Zodiackiller.com MESSAGE BOARD | 2003 Zodiackiller.com Task-Force Meeting

MEXT CASE (Possible Victim) | PREVIOUS CASE (Definite Victim)

Main Page |

FAQ | About This Site | The Victims | The Suspects | The News Center | The Arthur Leigh Allen File |

Zodiac | etters | Message Board | Zodiac Stuff | Archive | Zodiac Links |
Contact Zodiackiller.com

ZEHDIAC

ZODIAC BOOKS, DVDs and MORE from
amazon.com

click here




Brief History—Possible Victims

Cheri Jo Bates

October 30, 1966(Sunday)
Riverside, California
Riverside City College
Approximately 9:30 p.m. PDT




Brief History—Possible Victims
Kathleen Johns
March 22, 1970(Sunday)
Near Patterson, California
Approximately 11:15 p.m.




Brief History—Possible Victims
Donna Lass
September 6, 1970(Saturday)
South Lake Tahoe, California
Approximately 2:00 a.m. PST




Evidence--Stine
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Evidence--Stine

* Explicit slide not included in the web or class
handouts.



Evidence--Stine

* Explicit slide not included in the web or class
handouts.
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* Explicit slide not included in the web or class
handouts.
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The Evidence--Stine




Evidence--Stine

WANTED

SAN FRANCISCO POLICE DEPARTMENT

NO. 90-69 WANTED FOR MURDER OCTOBER 18, 1969

e vy

Axrsrmane # Tasun

ORIGINAL DRAWING AMENDED DRAWING

Supplementing our Bulletin B7-69 of October 13, 1969. Additional information has
developed the above amended drawing of murder suspect known as "ZODIAC.

WMA, 35-45 Years, approximetely 5'8", Heavy Build, Short Brown Hair, possibly with
Red Tint, Wears Glasses., Armed with 9 MmN Automatic.

Available for comparisont Slugs, Casings, Latents, Henderiting.

ANY INFORMATION:

Inspectors Armstrong & Toschi

Homicide Detail THOMAS J. CAHILL
CASE NO. 696314 CHIEF OF POLICE



Evidence—Shepard/Hartnell




Evidence—Shepard/Hartnell




Evidence—Shepard/Hartnell




Evidence—Shepard/Hartnell

STRIPS OF plastic clotbesline used by a “‘psychopathic KIlker™ t tie up two young coliege
students at Lake Berryessa Siturday before be viclously stabbed them are examined by Napx
County Sheriff's Det. Sgts. Keapeth:Narlow, left, and Richard Lonergan. The young girl, Cecilia
Ana Shepard; died Monday. of 10 knife 'wounds, two of which punctured ber lungs. Her companion,
Bryan Hartell, is showing slight Improvemest today at Queen of the Valley Hospital, Narkw
and Lobergan, alosg with otder (nvestigators, are checking out sumeross cloes and evidence
today that hlpefully will Jead (bem o the killer, (Register photo by Robert McKenzie)~ —




Evidence—Shepard/Hartnell




Evidence—Shepard/Hartnell
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ORIGINAL DRAWING AMENDED DRAWING

Supplementing our Bulletin B7-69 of October 13, 1969. Additional information has
developed the above amended drewing of murder suspect known as "ZODIAC®.

UMA, 35-45 Ysars, approximately 5'8", Heavy Build, Short Brown Hair, possibly with
Red Tint, Wears GClassea. Armed with 9 MM Automatic.

Available for comperison: Slugs, Casings, Latents, Handwriting.

ANY INFORMATION:

Inspectors Armstrong & Toschi

Homicide Detaeil THOMAS J. CAHILL
CASE NO. 696314 CHIEF OF POLICE



Evidence—Domingos/Edwards

Precut Pieces of Cord (same length as LB)
Matches

22 Cal Western Super Match X Long

Rifle (not recovered)

Knife (not recovered)

Wing Walker Shoes (military)
No fingerprints

No DNA




—Domingos/Edwards




Evidence—Domingos/Edwards
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This s a true and exact reproduction of the document officially registered and placed on file A
in the office of the SANTA BARBARA COUNTY CLEAK, RECORDER and ASSESSOR. =
JOSEPH E. HOLLAND
COUNTY CLERK, RECORDER and ASSESSOR
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Fingerprint Evidence

The content of this page has been edited and is confined to the subject
of fingerprints and other evidence. The text has not been altered.

NAPA COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPT. SUPPLEMENT CRIME REPORT
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At 2030 hours, 9-27-69, Reporting Cfficexr xeceived panone call from
the office that there had been a double stabbing at Lake Berryessa, and that
an ambulance had been dispatched. Reporting Officer requested Det. Sgt. NARLOW
and LONERGAN be called out and that the units at the Lake be instructed to
rope ofi the scene.

Reporting Cfficer met Det. Sgt. Narlow at Queen of the Valley
Hospital at 2045 hours, and was advised the Suspect had made a phone call from
a pay phone at the Napa Caxr Wash, Main and Clinton Streets, Napa, and that
units were at that scene.

At 2050 hours Reporting Officer met Officer Exric Ronback and
Reserve Officer Donald Stanley at the Napa Car Wash. They stated they had
secured the area and no one had approached tha area that was located on the
south wall of a building located at the intersection of Main and Clinton Street.

Color photographs were taken of the scene and the area around the
hone searched for physical evidence. No indications were found that the
Qapect had left at a high rate of speced and tire and foot prints were not

sexved on the blacktop.

Reporting Cfficer then approached the phone booth and noted the
racel ver of the phone was off the hook, and laying on the shelf with the mouth
piece directly under the phone unit, the ear piece protruding to the scuth and
the openings on the receiver facing the east wall of the booth. The phone unit
was located on the north corner of the east wall of the booth the folding door
entrance being the south enclosure of the booth. This scene was photographed
to show the receivers position and the phone numbexr 255-9673.

The phone booth was then processed for latent impreszions and latent
impression lifts #l thru 35 were taken into evidence. The latent impression
removed on latents lifts 29, 30 and 31, and the impression lifted on lift 32,
was photographed prior to lifting. Heavy beads of moisture remained on the
impresisons photographed approximately three hours after the axxival of
Reporting Officerat this scene. Processing of this scene was completed at 2349
hours and Reporting Officer proceeded to the Lake Berryessa scene arriving
at 0020 hours, 9-28-69.

REFSATING OFFICERS

.‘L—Jﬁn—w@k l Det..Sgt. Hal Snocok
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SAN FRANCISCO
POLICE DEPARTMENT

INTRA-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

WIST Dare OBy, ©Ar & pate

SUN, OCT, 15, 1968

HCMICIOE

10 LUGMHET
VALE3C P.D.
v.Pu CC, SHERIFF
3LACNA CC, SHMERIFF
[0

.2.1.

ZODIAC HCMICIDE CASES
S.F.P,D, HOMICIDE CASE #696314

All of the latent prints in our case were obtained from a
taxi cab, The latent prints that shouw traces of blcod are
believed toc be prints of the suspect, The latent prints from
right front dcor hendle are slsc believed to be prints of the

suspect, These prints are circled with a red pen,

The other lztent prints many of which are very good prints,

may or may not be prints of the suspect in this case;

Per. Insp, Wm, Hamlet Crime lab;

APPAOVED 8Y: REFER TO
Armstrong & Toschi

STAR RANK STAR
Homicide Det,




Fingerprint Evidence
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These prints are circled with a red pen,

- -

SOBJECT: Latent prints in hoaicide casze where the suspsct refere to himeelf as the 20DTAC.
Numerous letiers have beea »ecdived by local uewepapers irea thde swapsct, Ian the past
evidence bas doea included in some of the letters that etrongly indicate this suspect

ie involved {u tde hoaicides in queetion, Sevarel days mge two additional letters wexe

rocelved By & local newspaper, A henduriting comparisoo indicates these last two letters

are Hroa the same individusl,

Bight lutent fingerprinta were developed from one of the letters. Thege privts axe frop

two ASffexent pages. It 4s pouiue to detormine the pattera of each of tre prints. AlL

are ipdividvually identifiable with the poseible exception of the print that is believed

to be the yight idtle fingers Six of the lateut prints were develaped oo the lgtter

in a position thet iadicates they are impressione of the middle, ring end little fingers

of the right and ieft hand, Two of the latent prints say be of the thumd or index finger

of the rigat and left hazd,
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a% one set vl Taree PROTON PERFINE TorornreIypaeTITy
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Fingerprint Evidence

7/31/70

TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (9-49911)
(Attn: Identification Division,
Latent Fingerprint Section)

FROM: SAC, SAN FRANCISCO (9-22967?)

SUBJECT: ZODIAC
EXTORTION
CC: Sacramento

Re: San Francisco telephone call to Bureau instant.
Enclosed herewith for the Identification Division

is one set of three photos bearing latent fingerprints
obtained from a letter attributed to UNSUB by Crim Lab of
San Francisco Police Department (SFPD). Also enclosed for
identification Division are two xerox copies of letter from
Inspector [REDACTED] Crime Lab, SFPD, which relates

to the aboive enclosures and is self-explanatory.

Enclosed for Sacramento is one copy of the
letter.

The above enclosures made available to San Francisco
Office by Lt. [REDACTED] Homicide Detail, SFPD

on 7/31/70, and he requested comparison of latents be made
with latents attributed to UNSUB previously submitted this
case.

Inspector [REDACTED] Crime Lab, SFPD,

advised on 7/31/70 that he believes the left ring finger
latents noted on enclosure bears similarity to bloody
latent fringerprints removed from door of vehicle driven
by Victim cab driver. Photo of this latent previously
furnished to Identification Division.

If all latents are idenifiable for classi-

fication, the Identification Division is requested to
search through the main print file in an effort to
[UNREADABLE] .

ARMED AND DANGEROUS




Communication from “Zodiac”
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Communication from “Zodiac”

-y

-
N pROPLE -
e } - P L crave  lormisen m:.wul Wt -clu..lh pasion while they wore Ihe lotter wos writlen by the
T IT arcend-all Week end killisz | -wmm publit  knuwiedge parked In Fﬂua&nk Rock Spriags murdeter. Bul §1 coulg have 4
w—_—e for PEOIE T T EIZIR Ay~ T DIeers Yook ThE TeOeF S I et Jack F———F
¢ muve Raticte KL agan umtil .~ 2iguilx. They  VICEIMS -, Stix of Vallejo siid Me fe,
e und hea m IW leurnod nd "moetly 1Bt tho y >, VPRI quested e writer 1o sentl o -
g - wier the week "dlr z. o tl:’r:r “uf DI:'KT}‘..M 2 I’;'x:adwmh'm.::rﬁvuﬂ fecond letter “with more ‘
v The cuvering leier - »slc-l © who wor-glafa July &7 wus u Ol Thom arp- . (acts 1o prove L e—atd
L ~what s wilter catled, “suiee wan wib i Bzape eraviny duy 17, and Heittlou Jenses, o The (hree fiewspapers. 1
23 =tacty which exly 1 and the - for fileation 16 who were vhot whlle they  * Ppouf srer thei fetters to
't Lioe koow, T sucl nis the X .. Half-ug twgr..uu the gitl___were parked 90 Lake Her — \yjlejy golice, snd i cigh-
_beznds 48 sangeuniien used = wus . KYlpd. (ke police ™ re- Wi rood. Thees miles Tof ered message @ lurs win
! und the podrions @ which ¢ WOy Moy Bloe Rogk Springs Park. Last diven 10 a Nuvy cryptogra
v the bodies were foant , cal lrum a mun -whé said bhe December 20 pher im ' the_hopé tHat he '
Nalleds police sl Fiost of shul, e JN @ yulng cum: We're ‘nor satiified thut (uulddﬂ.o’&' " i
. s g . ‘. :
" - i S > . B —_— —_— - - — -

A5,

e ,-’tﬁgv

-

%m‘, s Mi"’

f —_—— ’Q e ———— L
Q‘.‘:_._—& — .“\\ ’;-~ ___\_;T—" o g
EEENSNNESSS
—— 3

N lUﬁd woe Valk
- )

» _-wember i ar',

o o wn on July ulrnml
M e L )lﬂl 12 mae

’ Hm“wla'nd
The mt’anqlhz m«m;‘f
vane 16 unslgned Jetiers .

g rrtrtied - the” QMM—F&"
A;‘\'—‘?‘ FHTFERICIo,

‘Tn-rt-lk-t.chl und ”vr \vr .
Fepneisco Exapmmer *
‘hn- Ix gt oF & up-n i

Ihe '.;'m-r wakd tin pdet. e
\ o thiy cipdey 1 my identily
‘)f you go'por prid s
[’____ lxplu,yr ¢ the Wlgrocon ot
TP ‘l‘hduyc T will on &,
42 rnmf'u:c Fry, ni Ay

A3¢ BAAA B 3
@QT_@W)*WQIQAS* -
‘VZI 6 Y KEDTYAARD L1B-
Hrrax—a#rx—wcr\‘gg_j;wp

et

5308903 OPORXQF'BG'>

i A 2 e TJ.QUAJ’I-!-RBPQWO
vz:rﬂ*stI o @E Hn-exut»

Thn code may concoal Yallcjor ldlkv s idemtity

Auhandis |



Communication from “Zodiac”
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Communication from “Zodiac”
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Communication from “Zodiac”

s | UKE KILLING PEOPLE BECAUSE IT B =20
MIUCH FUN IT IS MORE FUN THAN KILLING WILD
GAME IN THE FORREST BECAUSE MAM IS THE
MOST DANGEROUE AMAMAL OF ALL TD KILL
SOMETHMNG GNWVES ME THE MOST THRILLING
EXPERENCE IT IS EVEN BEETTER THAN GETTING
TOUR ROCES OFF WITH A GIRL THE BEST
FART OF T |15 THAE YWHEN | DIE | 'WILL BE
REBURN IN PARADICE AND THEI HAVE KILLED
WILL BECOME MY SLAVES | WILL NOT GIVE
YO MY NAME BECALSE YOU WILL TRY TO
sLOl DOAWN QR ATOR MY COLLECTIOG QF
SLAVES FOR k' AFTERLIFE
EBEQRIETEMETHHFITI



Communication from “Zodiac”
August 4, 1969, First Use of Zodiac
Name
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Communication from “Zodiac” SF
Chronicle April 20 and June 26, 1970
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Communication from “Zodiac”




Communication from “Zodiac”
HaIIoween Card—October 27, 1970




Communication from “Zodiac”
Halloween Card—October 27, 1970
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Donna Lass “Pines Card,” 3/22/1971
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Donna Lass ”Pmes Card " 3/22/1971
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Last Zodiac Letter, 1/29/1974
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Suspect
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Suspect

LN \ .

Arthur Leigh Allen and his #1 accuser - author Robert Graysmith.




Recent Developments in the Case

Many have suggested Persons of Interest
Five individuals have been brutally murdered
Two men survived serious injuries

Other possible victims are being investigated
Cold cases are being worked

Persons of interest are being investigated
The media is involved in reviewing evidence

Creative ways of involving the public in cold cases
— Documentaries/Web Sites



Current Status of the Zodiac Case

*SAN FRANCISCO HAS CLOSED AND
THEN REOPENED THE CASE (04-07)

*NAPA COUNTY, HAS SENT EVIDENCE
FOR DNA TESTING

*RIVERSIDE HAS A SUSPECT

*SANTA BARBARA HAS OPENED A NEW
COLD CASE UNIT

*AMATEUR SLEUTHS ARE MORE
ACTIVE THAN EVER



Questions?




