
 

Dennis Rader: Letter 1 
 
OTERO CASE 
I write this letter to you for the sake of the taxpayer as well as your time. Those two three dudes you have in 
custody are just talking to get publicity for the Otero murders. They know nothing at all. I did it by myself and 
no ones help. There has been no talk either. Lets put it straight . . . 
 
Joe  
Position: Southwest bedroom, feet tie to the bed. Head pointed in a southerly direction. 
Bondage: Window blind cord. 
Garrote: Blind cord, brown belt. 
Death: The old bag trick and strangulation with clothesline rope. 
Clothed: White sweatshirt, green pants. 
Comments: He threw up at one time. Had rib injury from wreck few week before. Laying on coat. 
 
Julie 
Position: Laying on her back crosswise on the bed pointed in south western direction. Face cover with a 
pillow. 
Bondage: Blind cord. 
Garrote: Clothes line cord tie in a clove hitch. 
Death: Strangulation twice. 
Clothes: Blue housecoat, black slack, white sock. 
Comments: Blood on face from too much pressure on the neck, bed unmade. 
 
Josephine 
Position: Hanging by the neck in the northwest part of the basement. 
Dryer or freezer north of her body. 
Bondage: Hand tie with blind cord. Feet and lower knees, upper knees and waist with clothes line cord. All one 
length. 
Garrote: Rough hemp rope 1/4 dia., noose with four or five turns. 
Clothes: Dark bra cut in the middle, sock. [For some reason BTK left out the pale blue T-shirt and panties 
pulled down to her socks.] 
Death: Strangulation once, hung. 
Comments: Most of her clothes at the bottom of the stairs, green pants, and panties. Her glasses in the 
southwest bedroom. 
 
Joseph 
Position: In the east bedroom laying on his back pointed in eastern direction. 
Bondage: Blind cord. 
Garrote: Three hoods; white T-shirt, white plastic bag, another T-shirt, Clothes line cord with clove-hitch. 
Death: Suffocation once, stranglation-suffocation with the old bag trick. 
Clothes: Brown pants, yellow-brown stripe T-shirt. 
Comments: His radio is blaring. 



 
All victims had their hands tie behind their backs. Gags of pillow case material. Slip knotts on Joe and Joseph 
neck to hold leg down or was at one time. Purse contents south of the table. Spilled drink in that area also, kids 
making lunches. Door shade in red chair in the living room. Otero’s watch missing. I needed one so I took it. 
Runsgood. Thermostat turn down. Car was dirty inside, out of gas. I’m sorry this happen to society. They are 
the ones who suffer the most. It's hard to control myself. You probably call me “psychotic with sexual 
perversion hang-up”. When this monster enter my brain I will never know. But, it here to stay. How does one 
cure himself? If you ask for help, that you have killed four people they will laugh or hit the panic button and 
call the cops. I can’t stop it so the monster goes on, and hurt me as well as society. Society can be thankful that 
there are ways for people like me to relieve myself at time by day dreams of some victims being torture and 
being mine. It a big complicated game my friend of the monster play putting victims number down, follow 
them, checking up on them, waiting in the dark, waiting, waiting . . . the pressure is great and sometimes some 
times he run the game to his liking. Maybe you can stop him. I can’t. He has already chosen his next victim or 
victims. I don’t who they are yet. The next day after I read the paper, I will know, but it to late. Good luck 
hunting.  
 
YOURS,TRULY GUILTILY  
 
P.S. Since sex criminals do not change their M.O. or by nature can not do so, I will not change mine. The code 
words for me will be . . . Bind them, torture them, kill them, B.T.K., you see he at it again. They will be on the 
next victim. 
 

Dennis Rader: Letter 2 
 
I find the newspaper not wirting about the poem on Vain unamus ing. A little paragraph would have enough. 
Iknow it not the media fault. The Police Cheif he keep things quiet, and doesn’t let the public know there a 
psycho running around lose strangling mostly women, there 7 in the ground; who will be next? How many do I 
have to Kill before I get a name in the paper or some national attention. Do the cop think that all those deaths 
are not related? Golly -gee, yes the M.O. is different in each, but look a pattern is devel oping. The victims are 
tie up-most have been women-phone cut- bring some bondage mater sadist tendencies-no struggle, outside the 
death spot no wintness except the Vain’s Kids. They were very lucky; a phone call save them. I was go-ng to 
tape the boys and put plastics bag over there head like I did Joseph, and Shirley. And then hang the girl. 
God-oh God what a beautiful sexual relief that would been. Josephine,when I hung her really turn me on; her 
pleading for mercy then the rope took whole, she helpless; staring at me with wide terror fill eyes the rope 
getting tighter-tighter. You don’t understand these things because your not under the influence of factor x). The 
same thing that made Son of Sam, Jack the Ripper, Havery Glatman, Boston Strangler, Dr. H.H. Holmes Panty 
Hose Strangler OF Florida, Hillside Strangler, Ted of the West Coast and many more infamous character kill. 
Which seem s senseless, but we cannot help it. There is no help, no cure, except death or being caught and put 
away. It a terrible nightmarebut, you see I don’t lose any sleep over it. After a thing like Fox I ccome home and 
go about life like anyone else. And I will be like that until the urge hit me again. It not continuous and I don;t 
have a lot of time. It take time to set a kill, one mistake and it all over. Since I about blew it on the 
phone-handwriting is out-letter guide is to long and typewriter can be traced too,.My short poem of death and 
maybe a drawing;later on real picture and maybe a tape of the sound will come your way. How will you know 



me. Before a murder or murders you will receive a copy of the initials B.T.K., you keep that copy the original 
will show up some day on guess who?  
 
May you not be the unluck one! 
 
P.S. How about some name for me, its time: 7 down and many more to go. I like the following How about you?  
 
“THE B.T.K. STRANGLER”,“WICHITA STRANGLER”,“POETIC STRANGLER”,“THE BOND AGE 
STRANGLER“ OR “PSYCHO”THE WICHITA HANGMAN THE WICHITA EXECUTIONER, “THE GAROTE 
PHATHOM”,“THE ASPHIXIATER” 
 
#5 You guess motive and victim.  
 
#6 You found one Shirley Vain lying belly down on a unmade bed in northeast bedroom-hand tied behind back 
with black tape and cord. Feet & ankles with black tape &legs. Ankles tied to west head of the bed with small 
off white cord, wrap around legs, hands, arm, finally the neck, many times. A off white pla stic bag over her 
head loop on with a pink nitie was barefooted. She was sick use a glass of water and smoke I or Two 
cigarette-house a total mess- kids took some toys with them to the bath room-bedagainst east bathroom door. 
Chose at random with some pre planning. Motive Factor X.  
 
#7 One Nancy Fox-lying belly down on made bed in southwest bed room-hands tied behind back with red 
panty hose-feet together with yel low nitie-semi-nude with pink sweather and bra small neckless-glasses on 
west dresser-panties below butt-many different than the hosery. She had a smoke and wbnt to the bathroom 
before the final act-very neat housekeeper& dresser-rifled pursein kitchen-empty paper bag—white coat in 
living-room- heat up to about 90 degrees, Christsmas tree lights on- nities and hose around the room- hose bag 
of orange color it and hosery on bed-driver licence gone-seminal stain on or in blue women wear. Chose at 
random with little pre-planning, Motive Factor “X” 
 
#8 Next victim maybe: You will find her hanging with a wire noose Hands behind back with black tape or cord 
-feet with tape or cord-gaged then cord around the body to the neck -hooded maybe- possible seminal stain in 
anus-or on body. Will be chosen at random. Some pre-planning Motive Factor “X”. 
 
What is this taht I can see  
Cold icy hands taking hold of me  
for Death has come, you all can see.  
Hell has open it,s gate to trick me.  
Oh! Death, Oh! Death, can’t you spare me, over for another year!  
I’ll stuff your jaws till you can’t talk  
I’ll blind your leg’s till you can’t walk 
I’ll tie your hands till you can’t make a stand.  
And finally I’ll close your eyes so you can’t see  
I’ll bring sexual death unto you for me.  



 



 



 



Dennis Rader: Letter 3 (Floppy Disk Version) 
 
Dear Ms. Carter, 

Thank you for your interest in me and the criminal justice system, and most of all a hand toward friendship. 

As you noted, I do receive a lot of mail, not as much as yesteryear, slowing, but still a lot. I do have quite a few 
people that are good Friends, this, keep very-very busy writing them. Also, working on a book with Dr. 
Ramsland (Katherine Ramsland) she on the ‘net’, for a criminal settlement and monetary help to “Victim 
Families”. This keeps me very busy and cut into my regular writing time. The working hours of “El Caverna”, 
see “Do’s + Don’ts”, page title. 

People that I write too, or even may consider writing too, have to have an interest, we can share, although, 
more letters, open more doors, both ways. 

You live in U.S.A. Heart Land, much like me, I been to OK many times, to OKC as well, spent summers in the 
“Blackwell, OK” area as a kid, work in the 1990 census at OKC - etc. Although not “Gay”, make up artist and 
modeling is an interest to me. For you to do make up, you have to have some artist skills. I consider my self an 
artist. I also have a nephew with autism. That has to be a Mother’s great challenge, lots of care and love. 

(Pen problems) Switch - “True Crime”. I do want to help these people that study it, but it’s hard here in prison, 
due to the rules, and probably, the years I have mellowed as a “True Crime Buff”. I do read crime fiction and 
some text books, but the Facility has rules on some of those books. Your interest in psychology is more in my 
line of thinking, same thing Dr. Ramsland is deep into; what makes people like me “tick”, and is there a cure 
or hope to stop future criminals. 

There are other interests, but that can come later, if you write back. I will tell you, I had people get real excited 
about writing, then get hurt if I don’t write back very quick, sort of “Busy Bee mode” at present, and you would 
be, at the bottom of the ladder to start. So, I leave that up to you. Trust + loyalty also have to be built, that 
takes a few letters. 

Liked your picture, thanks; you do have a models face, and thank you for “Warmest Regard.” 

Tornado season already in Heartland, believe what - “Sand Spring” [I can’t make out the first word, maybe it’s 
some area around Oklahoma or Kansas.] hit and others, so be careful and have a good “hole” to climb in with 
the bugs. Have a safe spring and summer. Thanks again for writing. 

Best, D.L.R. 4-29-2015 

P.S. Like the stamps P.P.S. You have great penmanship! 

Hope the formatting is good; I typed this up on my phone. 
 


