
Is Baffling 
A letter which named a man with a mole on his 

fa~ e murderer of 14-year­
old -----was getting top atten­
tion Friday morning from Sheriff Don Redmond. 

With the letter on his desk, Sheriff Redmond is­
sued a strong appeal to the anonymous sender of four 
pages of written and sketched information to tele­
phone the Thurston County Sheriff's Office or to call 
in person and give him the information he needs to 
locate the girls slayer 

She was found December 6, knifed to death, her 
body dumped among bushes in Margaret McKenny 
Park in Capitol Forest. 

This letter, mailed anonymously to the Olympia 
Police Department December 14, was received Tues­
day by Sheriff Redmond. he said . 

"It may be the lead we need - in fact our only 
interesting one," he added. "Or it may be nothing, 
written as a stupid prank." 

The letter takes the form of four xeroxed copies 
of an apparent interview scrawled in longhand, in 
Question and Answer fashion. 

In it a person apparently being interviewed says 
"the murderer is now hiding in the white house by 
the river. It has a hole m the roof, but he will stay 
there until he finds a way to cover his tracks." 

He continues, "He is dark in coloring of hair and 
eyes, about five-nine and he has a mole on his left 
cheek. There is a mustache. His left hand is injured 
from an old accident and he cannot hide the scar. It 
looks like this " 

Below this line on the page appears the sketch of 
a hand. marked with a distinctive scar. 

The questioned informant adds, "I want you to 
know that you have some very important information 
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LeHer Clue In 

STRANGE NOTES SENT TO COUNTY SHERIFF CONCERNING MURDER CASE 

A Hoa:11, Or • • • (Oly,,..,ion Photo) 

Murder? 
on the killer of that girl ... The rrtan is sick and will 
kill again if not helped." 

A second sketch is included - that of a mus­
tached face. 

Above it the baffling text runs: Q: Can you draw 
a picture of the man's face? 

A. Yes. Let's try it now. 
Q: Is that correct? 
A- Yes! 1! 
The content of the four Xeroxed pages - which 

appear to be sheets of spiral notebook paper - has 
been recopied on plain notebook paper in small neat 
handwriting and this copy is enclosed with the other, 
which is smeary and rather difficult to read. 

The interviews, if that is what they are, seem to 
have been taken at two different times, since the 
final page is headed by a dateline and an hour, 12-11-
73 - 7:43 a.m. 

A name, ostensibly of the murderer, is included 
in the letter. Another name had been written on the 
original paper, but had been blanked out in the ma­
chine copy: 

"Give (the information)to --.-. Tell her to send 
it to the police." • 

The interviewer apparently asks a question, 
"Csn a mistake be made if this is not true?" 

"A: It is true - no mistake will be made." 
, Commented Lieutenant Don Snook, "This doesn't 
seem like an ordinary crackpot letter of the kind we 
always get during a murder investigation. We sure 
would like to hear more from this writer." 

"If whoever it is wants to remain anonymous, 
that's all right with us," added Redmond. "But we'd 
like to hear from him or her - and as soon as pos­
sible, in case that comment is accurate - 'the man, 
is sick and will kill again.' " 
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The Daily Chronicle, 98531 , Saturday, December 22, 1973 

Killer 'named' 
in a letter 
OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP)- Thurston 

County Sheriff Don Redmond says he is 
investigating an anonymous four-page 
letter purportedly naming the killer of a 
14-year-old Seattle girl. 

Redmond said he is looking for the 
author of the note which describes and 

m th 11 ed murderer of 
a hitchhiker who 
in McKenney Park 

Dec. 6. The letter includes a sketch of a 
mustachioed man and another of the 
man's scarred hand. 

"This doesn't seem like the ordinary 
crackpot letter of the kind we always 
get during a murder investigation," 
said Lt. Don Snook. "We would like to 
hear more from this writer." 

The note says the slayer is "Sick and 
will kill again," Redmond said. 







AFFIDAVIT OF KODAK PROCESSING LABORATORY 
(Kodacolor Film From Dealer or Customer) 

State of Cal ifornia 

County of San ta Clara : 
ss 

J . E. Kane being duly sworn deposes and 

says tha t he is empl oyed as a Production Supervisor by t he Koda.color 

Processi ng Division of the Eastman Kodak Company, 925 Page Mill Road, 

Pa_lo Al to, Califor nia,. 

Tha.t his division received on __ =D-e=c_,_.__..4.,.,_.1 __ 9.._7-5..__ ____ _ 

F-3-C 

one roll of Vericolor 35mm 36,-,exposure film for developing & one each,3R print 

(Env. 49oi) That the film was developed and 26,.,3R prints completed . 

That the negatives were not muti l at ed or a.ltered in any way, 

except for the s t andard procedure of cutting the uegstixes to 

s ize . That while the film was in the possession of t he Eastman Kodak 

Company, it was not shown to any person other t han empl oyees of said 

l abor atory of known integrity in t he ordi nary course of handling the 
same , 

And that t he original negatives a.nd the 26 ... 3R print9 
and this a.ffi davi t were ret urned under Kodak Seal t o 73366""'7 

Sea Mart Camera & Jewelry , 503 N. Capitol Way, Olympia, Washington 98~01 

(Thurston Cty Sheriff's Office) 

Sworn to before me this 

8th day of December , 19-1.2_, 

• L y~,r:toXnJ✓fr ~ /'( 
Notary Pc~!:= Co' 'c . /.l 
SANTA CLA II c0.; rv~ f' 

- __: ~~~~~~'1:' ·_:
3 _::_~II 
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SEA MART CAMERA & JEWELIY 
SO§ 1t:,CAPITOL WAY 
Ol~A. WASHINGTON 9 1 
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from your KODACOLOR 
& KODACHROME pictur<>'i : 

See your photo dealer for 
exciting ideas with KODACOLOR 
& KODACHROME pictures. 

from Either KODACOLOJl 
Nqalivn or Cofof S1idn 

KODAC1X Ill • KDOADRM 
PriRls 
IIIIIIAID Ill • KDOADRM 
~ 
Oiplicall or KOOAal.OR 
Trwspaencin 
KOOAK Pllalo Greetings 
KOOAK ,tori .,,,,r 11111 
llifthAmuictlllllltl'.ards 
KOOAaK.OR Business l'.ards 

From Color Prints 
(without ntt■tives) 

KODAK r.olor l'.opyprinls 
KOOACOLOR l'.opy Nlpliws 

froffl KODACHROME II Movies 

KODACHROME Movie Film 
Duplic,tn 
KOOAK l'tajldioll l'.lrtridge. 
Senice Simi. PCS-1 
SONOTRACK 1'.oating Smia 

EASTMAN KODAK COMPANY • Rochester. N.V. 148&0 

I 
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HOMICIDE 
TCSO 73-17592-12 13 DEC 73 

DID YOU SEE THIS GIRL ? 
• BETWEEN 25 NOV. 73 & 6 DEC. 73 

DOB;llllltS SEATTLE, WA. 

• CAUCASION, FEMALE, 15 YRS., 5' 8", APPROX. 120 LBS., LICHT BROWN 

HAIR, SHOULDER LENGTH, BLUE OR CREY EYES. 

• FINCERPRINT CLASSIFICATION, DENTAL CHART AND IDENTI-KIT 
COMPOSITE AVAILABLE. 

• BROWN MOCK SUEDE COAT WITH FUR TRIM, NAVY TYPE BLUE DENIMS WITH 

DRAGON PATCH ON LEFT REAR POCKET, WHITE PEASANT TYPE BLOUSE, 

BROWN WAFFLE STOMP ER TYPE BOOTS. 

• COLDEN CROSS EAR RINGS, FLORENTINE FRIENDSHIP RINC, IMITATION 
BLUE CREEN ZIRCON RING. (Costume Jewelry) 

HITCH HIKED OUT OF SEATTLE ON 25 NOV 73 
FOUND IN CAMP McKENNY STATE PARK, NORTH OF LITTLEROCK, WA. ON 6 D£CEMBER 
1973. FOUL PLAY OBVIOUS. VICTIM HAD BEEN DEAD FOR SEVERAL DAYS. CAUSE Of 
DEATH APPARENTLY KNIFE OR STAB WOUND TO THROAT, 

PLEASE REPORT ANY SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES! 
IF YOU WISH TO REMAIN ANONYMOUS, CALL CRIME CHECK 357-6668 

OR CALL THE SHERIFF PERSONALLY. YOUR IDENTITY WILL BE PROTECTED. 

SHERIFF DON RED·MOND 
THURSTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 

OLYMPIA, WASHINCTON 98501 POB 1937 (206) 753 -8100 
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NAMELIST 

Newnham, Ben - then supv. Of Cedar Creek Juv. Facility. Made the initial report 
917 S. Scheuber Rd 
Centralia, WA 98531 
(360) 736-7541 

Saling, Dale S. & Barbara E -then of 1765 Linnwood Ave, #1, 1\1m. WA. She was the first to· discover 
6112 Ki.rsop Rd, SW. the body & called to her husband, neither touching the body, 12/6/73 
Tumwater, WA 98512 
(360) 943-6481 

Osberg, Ron - Location unknown 
Then of820 S. Thomas, Oly, Wa. 
Ran a metol detector over the crime scene, found 0. 
Took measurements of the scene area 

Slade, Don - surveyor 
13203 Silvercreek Dr, SE 
Tenino, WA 98589 
(360) 264-5454 

- deputy sheriff who checked the scene area, found little. Supervised a search of the 
area. 

McFarland Claud R "Mac" - received some evidence to log in. 

Cleland, Michael - former deputy, received some evidence to I 

icia - then deputy, attempted to locate I 

cl\J\ \ k~ ~c~~ ~ (;l.~l /' 

i,{i ✓7,,., ,,,cl> c?? 
(_ (A. F{:R✓ f-lO v~ cJ) 

\ / 1 I \ ,' \ 

✓ Davis, Elbert (Ret. Oly. Police Sgt) .. - both observed a new "waffle stomper" shoe on Waddle Creek Rd, 
Chief Chuck Davis, Tum. Police Dept past Sherman Valley Rd,, similar to a shoe worn by the victim. 
Clo Tumwater Police Department 
754-4200 

Sorrell, Lloyd - County Roads shop. Roadgrader that may have covered the shoe on the road 
4100 Lloyd St, SE 
Tumwater, WA 98501 
(360) 352-5347 
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ret. TCSO Det. Did some-case follow up. 

Bennett, Delmer, 10-15-35 - orig address - 832 North Pacific Dunes Motel, Rockaway, Ore. 
3105 Ponderosa Place 12/11/73, identified the victim as■■I He was uncle to the victim. 
Yakima, WA 98902 
(509) 575-1001 

58 - cousin in Rockaway, a likely destination of the victim 

59 - friend to victim, sw the victim get into a buck in Seattle at 
93rd & Aurora, Seattle. Passed a polygraph test on truthful 
witness statement. 

9 -victim stayed the night wilh 1/24-25/73. Saw the 
victim leave the area in a vehicle who stopped for her, an 
old truck, muddy dull brown, Wash. Lie.#?. The seat had 
black upholstery. 

Cook, Jess E - Ret. Detective - SPD (Same as Cuthill info.) & went with TCSO Del. C.R. MacFarland to 
Nursing home in Silver Lake victim's family to discuss clothing identification last at 4940 So. Thistle 

Ln. PO Box 327, Freeland, WA 98249. Not able to testify. 

57 - son of James I. & Edith Mergens. Had consensual sex with the victim 
Nov 23, 73. At his home. She was upset at a breakup with 
ex-boyfriend, Also took polygraph. 

, Roluich, Will - witness to seeing 
r,/ 3720 1151h St, SE 

·tch hike away on 11/25/73 & observed the truck & recalls it well 

Everett, WA 98208 
(425) 337-1409 / (206) 819-6060 

-Assoc. o 
~cousin' 

said that the victim was headed to Portland, Ore. To -
hen age 15. 

Mathison, Tiare - ( oomd:be?) T. • G4~e, 9"; @lj .s~8'12 #~)4:,.0445 
Address Unknown once babysa may have visited Tiare in Oly. 

Devine, Sally Anne - (vict. Mother) 
317N. 84th 

Seattle, WA 98103 

or, statements 

(11) (206) 783-6577 I (~ (.MGJ";;S 38H ? 

\\TCBLDG3\VOL1\USERS\TC200A \DETECTIVES\159\Nanie list plus 73-17592-12.doc 
Created on 02/20/02 8:49 AM 

2 



73-17592-12 

7 - (sister), kne, 

Devine, William L., 09-14-35 - father of the victim, gave petn1ission toe 
17102 Ambaum Blvd, S 
Seattle, WA 98148 
H (206) 248-1387 / W (206) 284-1721 AAA Fire & Safety Cell_.,,. 2.ob- '1 '2.? - t)Oc:> J 

Homan, Duane - Fonner Seattle Police Det., I $I to suggest our victim could be identified as-as he 
15374 W. Piccadilly Rd was acquainted with the family. 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
(623) 935-2708 

Barclift, Paul - Ret. S 1., provided datat on weather and temperature to enable knowledge of how long the 
victim could have been dead. (The Dr. indicated 2 ½ to 3 days to as early as 
Nov. 25th

, (1973). Took photos at autopsy & detennined Cosden to be a suspect 
of interest, early on. 

. 
Bigelow, Dr. William - helped with extracted teeth & dental casts 
303 West Bay Dr, NW 
Olympia, WA 98502 
(360) 754-5383 

Barte, Thomas P - now Sgt at Cedar Creek Corr. Facility. Assisted Lt. Baesen with 12/11n3 taking 
6335 Cedar Flats Rd • footprints of the victim to compare with her 
Olympia, WA baby footprints at the Swedish Hosp., Seattle 

Autopsy: 
Besant-Matthews, Patrick E. MD, 12-11-36 - original pathologist of 12/73, photo'd the body, 
5504 Williamstown Rd took the vaginal swab for evidence, wrote a report. 
Dallas, TX 95230-2128 
(972) 385-2200 & Fax number 
email: pebrm@swbell.net 

Dr. Donald Ray- (retired) pathologist 
1431 WestBeachRd 
Oak Harbor, WA 98227 
(360) 675-5980 

Vincenzi, Frank- Deceased 12/27/01, son is Jr. (425) 455-0638 
Last known at Woodland Park Zoo in Seattle. Contacted at the zoo by Barclift, for advice on animal 
activity involving a human body. 

Hamilton, Frank - Thurston Co. Road Shop 
PO Box 14388 
Tumwater, WA 
352-3204 

Smith, Don-Ret. Lacey P.D. 
3714 SE Ryan 
Lacey, WA 98503 
456-2685 

DeJion, Dr. - Deceased - at autopsy 

Bade, Harold - Deceased - took some photos 

Baeson, Henry - Deceased - original evidence officer 

Fultz, Hollis - Deceased - coroner 
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. • - ' ' t Chief Criminal Dep.) - assisted Paul Barclifi with victim fingerprinting 

Larson, Dr. Ronald, D.D.S - cast the dental area of the victim 
1/ 10143 Brooks Ln, SE 

Olympia, WA 98501 
352-8556 

Snook, Don 
1617 Fones Rd, #42 
Olympia, WA 98503 
459-2199 

Kollmer, Andy (Kilmer)- had been misspelled as "Andy Kilmer". Lacey P.D. Ptm. Now of Ravalli Co.S.O, a Lt 
205 Bedford, Box 5022. 
Hamilton, MT 59840 
(406) 375-6281 Fax (406) 375-6352 

Thomas, Dr. Ernest- 10/10/73, State Toxicologist, for drug & alcohol screening at the Univ. of Washington 

Ishii, George - received evidence at the Seattle Police Dept. Crime Lab. Now retired. 
C/0 Washington State Patrol Crime Lab (Retired) 

/ ' McIntyre, Lynn D - crirninalist in 1986, now Jab mgr. Wash. St. Patrol Crime Lab. Did examination of 
310 3ril Ave, evidence, hairs, clothing, item #5, a grey hair that has 
Public Safety Bldg., 2

nd 
Floor characteristics that are in the range ofCosden's hair 

Seattle, WA 98104-1820 but not eliminated or suggested as a possible source 
(206) 464-7038 of the hairs. 

✓ ,, Sanderson, Jeremy D - forensic scientist on 11/13/01 who did the DNA work & found that Cosden's DNA 
2502 112th St, East, Room 273 profile matched the vaginal swab in evidence from 
Tacoma, WA 98445-5104 the body o-
(253) 536-4280 

MacLaren, Dr. Don C -( old Seattle Police Crime lab). (1986) Initially examined the vaginal swabs & found 
Seattle Police Crime Lab positive presence of acid phosphatase. He is now the 

DNA Supervisor. 

,/ Prince, Stanford D, D.D.S. - then King Co. Dept. of Public Health, recalls the identification. In the 
1001 Queen Anne Ave, #205 presence of ofDet. Barclift, identified dental trays 
Seattle, WA 98109 agains-King Co. Health Dept. Records 
(206) 284-9379 

Charbonneau, Charles F, 09-22-41 - assisted identifying the victim. Ex-roommate to victim's father. 
3909 SE 11th (as of May 2001) address unk. 
Renton, WA 98058 
(425) 226-7285" 
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Perschon, David W - worked with the defendant at the truck slop, observed coagulated blood on a 
1292 NE 33

rd 
sleeping bag in Cosden Jr. 's pickup bed, approx. 3 hrs. before the 

Olympia, WA 98506 truck burned up. David also saw a waffle stomper shoe partially 
(360) 943 4940 concealed by the sleeping bag, and a Jong gun butt under the bag. 

Baker, Bradley K, 07/21/48 -work "Board Foot Enterprises", 10.5 miles north of Fairbanks. Bradley is 
PO Box 60103 Cosden Jr. went to visit at the Spirit Lake boat launch, elks .. 
Fairbanks, AK 99706 ~ok the teen age girl along. She is identified as 
(h) (907) 490-2347 --They stayed only awhile, not the night. 
(907) 488-4350 (Wife!s cell) LKA: Pierce Co. Jail 

Goudy, Nancy Bier - Ex-wife of Baker while in Oly., Cosden Jr. attempted to gain access to her home, 
King Salmon, AK while she was alone. 
(907) 246-7773 

/ Luce, Rita - ex-wife of Cosden. Observed a nude teenage girl in the Cosden vehicle. Husband Bill Cosden 
2628 Champion CT wanted anal intercourse, 3:00 A.M. & married to him for four years. 
Olympia, WA Aware of the Skyway girl's home. 
943-7428 

to the susp., & long time victim of molestation by 
Bill Cosden 

-

he su . & long time victim of sex abuse by the susp. & other 
'im. Bill abused her since age 5 to 15 and included the 

very ay Bill went to jail in Olympia. She suffered oral and 
digital sex abuse. 

to the susp. & allegedly a sex crime victim of the susp. WilJiam Cosden who 
"will testify, if under subpoena." 

,/ ' HowelJ, Margaret - ex-wife of Tim who resisted multiple rape altempts by Bill. 
8929 Annstrong Rd, SW 
Olympia, WA 
352-7492 

/ / Cosden, Janet C - mother of susp. Bill Cosden Jr. 
ii921 A1mst:rong Rd, SW 
Olympia, WA 
943-4754 

felt she had been molested. She "may" have been sexually 
a use y Cosden, but does not recall it. She was age 10 in Oly., 
early 70's, with her family en route to Calif. & recalls fearing him, 
not recalling why. 
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Clark, Carl Edwin Jr., 12/27/49 - worked at tl1e Cosden family truck stop in 1973, graveyard shift. Carl saw 
1185 Maple Dr Primary stains on Cosden's ann, faligu.shirt hat looked like blood. This 
Enumclaw, WA 98022 was in the time frame ofwhe likely appeared in Olympia. 
(360) 825-8187 (message only) Cosden put himselfin Capital orres, spotlighting for deer, and 
Truck #181 on Qualcom wearing a hutning or skinning knife. Cosden Jr. bad expressed a low 
1-800-231-7270 (Idaho) opinion of hitchhikers. Also, Clark had observed Cosden take 15 to 
1-800-223-7671_ 16 yr old girls to spend the night with them at the family business. 
----.~~ Other witnesses: Dan Felker, went to Alaska 

Dan Shearer went to Arizona (Deceased) 
Cosden Jr. 'struck mysteriously burned that night that possible 
blood was seen. 
Note: he calls home every Friday & reached via other phones 
Mon-Fri or Sat. AM. 

LKA-Pierce Co. Jail, Tacoma Washington 

// Vukich, Joseph - see Schoening 
C/O Thurston County Sheriffs Office 
786-6732 

Brian - Schoening & Vukich interviewed Cosden when at the McNeil Isl. St Pen. and 
collected hair, saliva, tissue & blood from Cosden per sea­
warrant. Schoening recalls Cosden saying he did not kno, 
never saw her. That is in the search wanant for blood, hair, saliva & 
tissue. 

McClanahan, Neil - now the undersheriff, assisted with taking measurements & recovery of the evidence. 
C/O Thurston Co. S.O. Neil also investigated the later rape case on Caosden that sent Jilin 
786-5502 to prison. 

Outis, Mark 
,.., • C/O Thurston Co. S.O. - interviewed Cosden Jr. at Monroe St. Pen. When he admitted killing military 

786-5514 people, but no one else, other than the Maryland woman. 

John Pat- checked the area of the crime scene, took hemp rope into evidence and a link of 
small chain. 

Records and/ Dept. of Corrections Counselors to Cosden: 

Gray, Shirley - Heard Cosden admit to killing the Maryland girl & has seen the "novel" written by Cosden 
POBox888 
Monroe, WA 98272 

Marsh, Dennis, Executive Secretary, Indeterminate Sentence Review Board 
DOC 
700 Capitol Center BLDG 
410W. 5m 
Olympia, WA 98504 
753-6797 
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Larosa, Rich - Indetenninate Sentencing Review Board 
DOC 
700 Capitol Center Bldg. 
Olympia, WA 98504 
493-9275 

Chappel, Gary 
Eastern WA Pre-Release 
POBox300 
Medical Lake, WA 99022-0300 
(509) 456-313 I / (509) 668-2341 

Sutton, Debbie 
Walla Walla State Penitentiary 
(509) 645-1103 

Clallam Bay Pen #253-963-3200 
360 
? 

Other Restover Truck Stop Employees 

Jensen, Ron - in the "Adams" section 
Walla Walla State Penitentiary 
(509) 525-3610 

Gonzales, A 
Walla Walla State Penitentiary 
(509) 645-1448 

Hicks, Ben ( could be Benjamin J.), 09/16/47 - recalled by Dave Perschon as being on duty the late pm that 
LKA: 12634 Elder Lane, SE Perschon saw blood on the sleeping bag in Cosden's truck. 
Olympia, WA 98513 

Nunn, Kirby, 01/02/51-(w) Thurston Co. Road Shop-9605 Tilley Rd SW, Oly 
2950 Cloverfield Dr, SE 
Olympia, WA 98501 
(h) 352-9487 (w) 709-3036 

Beanchene, Raymond- wife - Cindy, phone #352-7084 at home. (w) WCC, Shelton Corr., worked at the 
721 Ferry St truck stop 1972? - 75 
Tumwater, WA 98512 
352-7084 

Stuart, "Buddy" Curtis - worked at the truck stop, Jived next to Cosden's, 1970-83' family in Maryland. 
Arizona? 

Felker, Don or Dan 
LKA: Reno, NV 

Newell, Alan- ex swing shift mgr.-truck stop 

Allen, Ron - Ron Allen Photography, now closed, he developed murder case film 
7411 Fairview Rd, SW 
Olympia, WA 98512 
352-4939 

Fox, George F 1-800-345-2793 - did some research to see if any cases similar are on file 
Attorney General Office 
Criminal Justice Division 
900 4th Ave, Suite 2000, TB14 
Seattle, WA 98164-1012 
(206) 389-2023 

I\TCBLDG3\VOL1\USERS\TC200A \DETECTIVES\159\Name list plus 73-17592-12.doc 
Created on 02/20/02 8:49 AM 
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Hackett, Vicky - girlfriend to Ray Vines (no known value) 
Seattle, WA 

McLure, David - associate o 
Inaccurate. 

Felt they sa\~ at-afler 11/25/73. Believed 

Vines, Ray Michael, 08/20/48 - associate ora-: Same as McLure info.) 
11725 Evanston Ave, N . 
Seattle, WA 
364-11 21 

Rohr, Eva Jean - thought she saw a girl like - n l l/26n3 at the Bank of Olympia. 
Tenino, WA 

Lawrence, William E - lived in Centralia. Observed several trail riders at Camp Margaret 
Weyerhaeuser Nursery McKinney, 12/2/73. 

Bakkem, Maude W - saw the victim Nov. 20, 1973, prior to the Seattle disappearance. (no value to the case) 
Seattle, WA 

' Berry, Francis M - felt she so.w the victim by the Scatac Airport 
Seattle, WA 

then age 15. Received obscene phone calls (value is unknown) 

"Bob" - who did obscene phone calls to- & siste- referred to them by friend, 
Olympia, WA Becky Braun. Never identified. 

Gonzales, Paul (or Gonzalis?) - Seattle associate t~ value unknown). Assoc. of Chaffee 
Seattle, WA 

Wiltfong, David -Assoc. 0£111111 
Seattle, WA • 

Dana, Cindy - Assoc. of. 
Seattle, WA 

Dana, David Albert -Assoc. o~ 
LKA: 713 No. 74th 

Seattle, WA 
(206) 783-4040 

Powell, Steven Ray, 12/31/47 - once worked at Swedish Hospital, Seattle. Friend to McClure. 
Investigated for a while. 

Roup, Patricia, 08/28/51- exwffe of Steven Powell 
LKA: 542 3rd PL 
Sequim, WA 
683-4706 

Fox, George - investigator for the Atty. Gell. Of Wash. Criminal Justice Div. 
Atty. General Office 
900 411

' Ave, Suite 2000, TB 14 
Seattle, WA 98164-1012 
(206) 389-2023 / fax (206) 587-5088 / J-800-345-2793 

\\TCBLDG3\VOL1 \USERS\TC200A\DETECTIVES\159\Name l ist plus 73-17592-12.doc 
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73-17592-12 

-ex boyfriend of the vict. Son of Coralie & Walter Chaffee 

07/14/59- assoc. o then of Seattle 

06/19/58 - parents did live at 2115 North 3 ih_ Assoc o­
No current address (witness value unknown). 

--friend to victim- No known value to the case. Address unk. 

2/25/57 - son of Sharon Lee Price. Address unk. Friend to- No known 
testimony of value. 

03/31/58 - son of Willy & Nonna Holman. Friend to the vict. No known 
knowledge of value. 

Herzog, Dennis - knew the victim. 
Seattle, WA 1 

Brickson, Robet1 - name in the file, unknown value 

Voelker, John Hayes - brother to Mergens. Known to Starostkn. Considered a person of interest for awhile. 
Seattle, WA 

Gerrish, Bob - no known address. Alleged subject of interest according to anonymous caller. 

Thielen, William - address wuc. Then secretary of a two-wheeler club that used the Waddle Creek area on 
l 1/24/73. No known relationship to this case. 190 people were present. 

Tahran, Duane - likely the same address. Then president of the two-wheeler club. (no value known). 
2725 Sleater Kinney Rel, NE 
Olympia, WA 98506 
459-3485 

Kelly, Larry D - (no value known) 
5050 14th Ave, SE 
Lac.ey, WA 98503 
491-2487 

Kelly, Douglas H - address unk. Both may have ridden with a club in the area (no value known) 

Cuthill, George - Deceased-Detective (ret.) Seattle PD, helped contact the King Co. Dept. of Public Health 
io locate records to the identify teeth of the victim 

Dunaway, Jack - Deceased, Dep. 2/14/74, h 
description of the vehicle seen picking up 
Sherrie Lynn Devine, for any detail. 

• 
. ' . • 

Jensen, Ray - Deceased - Littlerock Fire Dept. photographer for Cosden's 8/1 ons pickup ttuck fire. 
Unknown value of testimony. 

Scott, Lloyd G - Deceased - Fire Marshal on the Cosden foe. In Alaska. 

\\TCBLDG3\VOL1 \USERS\TC200A\DETECTIVES\I59\Name list plus 73-17592-12.doc 
Created on 02/20/02 8:49 AM 
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Cosden, William Sr., - Deceased- father of Jr. 

Kraus, Delight (Watson) - believed deceased after being listed as "missing-person", for many years. Kraus 
had a notebook suggesting a "suspect'', as she had similarly done re: a separate 1970 case investigation. 
The lead is considered a false lead. 

Devine, Howard William, 7/28/12- likely deceased, then of 14802 Bothell Way NE, Apt. 303, Seattle, Wa. 
Grandfather of the vict. Identified her belongings. 

VanAllma11, Det. - Deceased, Seattle P.D. 

Doeuch, Ed - Deceased, Dep. Used bis K-9 to check the area of the deceased victim. 

Matzke, Nonnan - Deceased (Ret. Seattle P.D. polygrapher) tested victim friend . for statement 
truthfulness, & determined truthfulness. 

Hamvick, Rex - Deceased, deputy, checked IS off ramps from Olympia to near Portland for anyone who 
may have seen the victim. 

Dunaway, Lelan "Jack" - Deceased, deputy, checked with Smith (Don, Lacey P.D.) in the Pierce Co. area 
showing a photo of the victim to identify her as attempts. 

Totten, Richard - Deceased - helped deliver evidence to Ishii. 

Graef, Charles - Deceased, Inspector, TCSO met with the people finding the body. 

Niles, Denn.is - Deceased, fonner Dep. Sheriff, wrote one report on whnt Elbert Davis reported. 

Restover Trnck Stop Employees in 1974 

S~~l/06/20- Deceased, wife Ruth 
SSN_ , went to Arizona 

Kanzler, Ellsworth, E, 01/04/16 - Deceased Jan, 1979 

Slater, George Richard 12/03/1900 - Deceased 3/6/93 

Beauchene, Joseph R, 08/12/22 - Deceased Dec 2001 in Shelton 
140 E. Samus Dr. 
Shelton, WA 98584 
426-8844 

A, Sr., 12/22 or 23/31 

\\TCBLDG3\VOLl \USERS\TC200A \DETECTIVBS\159\Name·list plus 73-17592-12.doc 
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FACES OF THE NATION SEARCH RESULTS Page ! of l 

AutoTrack Home Feedback Results Manager New Search Sign Off Help/Support Permissible Use Referen 

Search Results Click on Name for Detail 

Faces of the Nation ® 
DOB, Last Name Search Based on: 09/16/1947, HICKS 

O exact matches, 11 match on first 15 characters 

Name Address DOB Age SSN 
~ HICKEY_,_CLARENCE M 4539 JEAN RD 
- .. VALRICO FL 33594 

09/16/1947 54 

✓ ~ HICKS. DANIEL O ___ 
675 HARVARD RD 09/16/1947 54 
PARIS TX 75462 

✓ ~ HICKS, HAROLD W 
131 KEEFERVIEW ST NW 09/16/1947 54 
NAVARRE OH 44662 

✓ ~ HICKS, HAROLD_ W _ 
8988 KEEFERVIEW ST SW 09/16/1947 54 
NAVARRE OH 44662 

✓ l!!l HICK~~-JACK F . 
318 BREITLING RD 09/16/1947 54 
HAUGHTON LA 71037 

✓ m!l HICKS.L JACK M 
1154 OU~ER RD 
HAUGHT, N LA 71037 

09/16/1947 54 

✓ ~ HICK9, JACK M _ 
319 BREITLING RD 09/16/1947 54 
HAUGHTON LA 71037 

✓ ~ tJICK~UNDA F ___ 
6813 WEAVER RD 09/16/1947 54 
HOUSTON TX 77028 

✓ ~ HICK~_RAYC 
PO BOX 906 09/16/1947 54 
LINWOOD NC 27299 

✓ ~ HICKS_.__ ROBERT_ W . 
7033 BERRY AVE 09/16/1947 54 
JACKSONVILLE FL 32211 

✓ ~ HICKS,_ROBERT W 
509 ROYAL PALM CT 09/16/1947 54 
ALTAMONTE SPG FL 32701 

✓ ~ HICKS. ROBE.RT W .. 
6509 WOODTHRUSH HL 09/16/1947 54 
ORLANDO FL 32810 

[El ~GGIN§,_GEORGE J 890 N QUINCY ST 09/16/1947 54 
BROCKTON MA 02302 

, Page.Down 
. ....; . . .' .. :.~.:.. ... •• :I 

Phone Reported 

10/16/1994 

03)785-7136 

03/13/1997 

30)879-2984 

09/16/2001 

18)949-366311/1992 

12/1998 

10/1998 

05/1996 

11/1998 

02/27/1999 

https://atxp.dbt-online.com/at/NatF aces/r _ N atFaces.ASP?LAST _NAME= HICKS&DOB=09%2F I 6%2F. .. 7/22/2002 
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K 

DATE- TIME RECEIVED THURSTON COUNTY SHERIFF' 
FIELD INVESTIGATION 

JEPARTMENT 

REPORT 
DATE- TIME DCC. 

v' 

DATE TIME 

OF REPORT 

OFFENSE REPORT-TYPE OF OFFENSE OFFENSE CHANGED TO 

I 
r ( • 

DISTRICT ZONE OFFICER 

-l, ,A./ 
.,,, ...., 

VICTIM sex AGE ADDRESS 
·-

✓ , ,'V >t.J 
WITNESS NO. 1 SEX AGE ADDRESS 

',... ✓ _, 
' SUSPECT NO. SEX AGE ADDRESS 

,, .,v 
SUSPECTED D CLOTHING 

ARRESTED D 
RACE SEX HGT. WT. COMP. EYES 

PLACE OF Bl RTH SOC. SEC. NO. 

SUSPECT 

VICTIM 

D 
D 

WHERE STORED 

AUTO YEAR 

)11 Identify additional victims. 

MAKE MODEL 

LIST PROPERTY IN VEHICLE 

and disposition. 

CASE NUMBER 

LOCATION OF OFFENSE AND/ OR ARREST 

/ 'Cf, 

HAIR EMPLOYER 

OP. LICENSE NO. 

LICENSE NO. 

OFFICER SER. NO. 

, 
..) ✓ -

PHONE · 
BUS. ,7:;J- /I .... ·H.0)1"6" ,. ,... 
PHONE -
BUS. 

HOME 

:~~NE - 7 _ _. r._ / X 

HOME • ,4,£...::J 1'~ (/ 

PHONE -
BUS . 

HOME 

OCCUPATION 

STATE 
VEHICLE IMPOUNDED D 
NOT IMPOUNDED D 

,.. (-~) Identify additional witnesses. 
.AJ Identify and/or describe additional suspects. 

('J 

j8) 

Describe victim's injuries, and where medical exam 
occurred. 

For burglary and larceny (car prowl) reports de­
scribe entry, where and how, and tool used . 
Reconstruct incident (offense and/01 arrest). 
Indicate time and location where victims and wit­
nesses may be contacted later, by fo l low-up investi­
gators. 

Report all property damaged- describe d amage and 
indicate amount of loss. 

,:.Ai) Describe property taken, showing serial numbers, 
4 identifying marks, and value of each. 

(5) Describe vehicle used by suspect and disposition. 
t6) Describe physical evidence, where found, by whom 

' (9) Describe premises-o r vehicle of victim and w here 
parked. (13) Entry and exit. 
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THUF,STON COUNTY SHERIFF'S DEPARTMENT 

HOi-lICIDE INVESTIGATION CHECI, LIST 

2 .. Call received as. llc ·;)o.:_\y 
Co-c'l n_l_a_..i_J.:..:u.:..:i ':'-:: -t-: _.c:,__~(~h_o_m_i_c_i~d-~-,-s-u_i_' -c~i-d,_..G-,--a-s_s_a_u_l,...t,-,-c-t_c ___ ),_.-

1 
,-.J-

2
-~;-. ---

4 .. DatC= & Time notified:: ... \2/C/? 7 
3. Notified by: Ben 

--,,-----=-,----s--,,;-~•c-----Sgt. ~1ichae1 Cleland 
5. Row.notified, ---------------~------c--------------p hon ce, person) 

6. Location when notified, 7. Co. Veh. ------------ ---,-{ l,..,.i_c_G_n_s_c. __ ,') ---

7b. Time of l'.rri val: "i ·' 'i -~ -------
8. r-Jeather conditions: ----=---------------,.-------...,,.----s--,----( cloudy, sunny, clear, ·:rain, snow, wind vel.) 

0 

9. Lighting condition. Cve:·ca:,t dayli.;r1,:: 10. Temp: ------------!_; __ c 

11. Name of first officGr who explained the case on your arrival: 

.{-dept) (no.) 

J..2_ Hane of ci ti zen.-.or complainant first contacted if not an officer: 

Ave:cu.e, te:r 
(name) 

13. In the event that death has be;en established by a compeb:mt source, i.e. 
policeman, fireman, doctor or ambulance attendant, do not proceed to 
following steps until the official crime photographer arrives or until 
you as officer in charge nave prc,pared your ca'Jlera equipment for use. 
Photograph c;ach area leading to ths2 crim" scene prior to c::nt8ring each 
area. 

14. Hotify crimo lab if applicable 15. Hethod of notification, / ••· 
-~----~.,--
(phone, radio) 

16. Time called, \/;' hrs. 17. Person notified: ----- ------,(-n_am_e4 ) _____ _ 

18. Time crime lab arrived if applicable, ___ ·_;_·_.•_c _______________ hrs. 

I 



i 

19. While waiting for photographer, if applicable, obtain names and addresses 
of all officers and citizens who entered the crime scene prior to your 
arrival (see Item f2 at this time). 

(name) 

C. 
---,----,------------;-----a-,,-----,----------------,-,---,----{ name) (address) (phone) 

D. ---(rn_am_e ___ ) _________ (,...a-d'd""r_e_s_s.,,)--------------(,-p~h-o_n_e-:-)--

E.~--r----.----------,-,;-,--s,-------------,--,---.---(name) (address) {phone} 

F. ---(.,..n_am_e-:-)---------(,-a-d'd""r_e_s_s ___ ) ______________ (,..p..,h_o_n_e"""T") __ _ 

Above information is for elimination of footprints, fingerprints and 
other contamination elements not related to the crime. 

(2) 



ST ATE OF WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON STATE PATROL 

GEORa B TELLEVII( 
Chief 

6 10 .!rd -\venue. Public Safet'! Building, 2nd Floor • Sec1ttle, Wdshingcon 9810-l- I8:!0 • ( !06) -lb-1-7'~38 • (SCAN) 576-:"0JH 

CRIME LABORATORY REPORT 

Agency: Thurston County Sheriff's Office Laboratory No. 186-2827 

Suspect: Cosden, William 
Victim: 

E. Jr. Agency Case No. 73-17592-12 

Officer: Sgt. Paul H. Barclift 

Clothing Exam - Ms. - Items 116, 19, 18, 14, 15, 13. 

Ms. --right shoe (Item 116) has a deposit of light soil on the surface 
with no ~s observed on the tread. The deep grooves between the treads 
are clean in appearance. The shoes appear relatively new. This indicates that 
the shoes had little contact with muddy areas or extended use in the woods where 
heavy vegetation would be observed. 

The jeans (Item 118), underpants (Item 119), and jacket (Item 113) pockets 
have been siashed with the blade of a knife or other sharp-edged instrument. 
The jeans and underpants are both cut in the back; the jeans are cut from the 
waist to the crotch, the underpants on either side of the buttocks. There was 
no soil or debris observed in the cuts. The jeans are heavily soiled in front 
from just below the waist to just below the knees. There is little soiling 
in the back in comparison to the front however, there is some on the inner right 
leg. 

Multiple hairs were recovered from the jacket (Item 113) by the officers 
(Item 126) and the criminalist. These hairs exhibit the same microscopic 
characteristics as Ms.-s head hair standards and could have originated 
from her. Also, these hairs are cut at both ends and a combination of cutting 
and tearing was observed at the proximal end (root end) of the hair. 

Bloodstains were observed on the jacket collar (Item #13). 

Summary: 
Accordin~versations with Thurston County Sheriff's Office Sgt. Paul 

Barclift, Ms ..... was located face down in the woods and it was in question 
as to whether her throat was cut or she was strangled. 

The cut hairs off the jacket supports the hypothesis that her throat was 
cut. Also, the bloodstain pattern on her blouse indicates she was on her back 
in a prone position at the time of the bleeding. 

Lynn D. McIntyre 



Laboratory case No. 186-2827 
Agency: Thurston County Sheriff's Office 
Agency case No. 73-17592-12 
Suspect: Cosden, William E. Jr. 
Victim: 
Officer: 

The condition of her jeans (the mud in the front and the clean cuts in 
the back) as well as the condition of her shoe suggests she did not walk but 
was transported to the woods after her throat was cut as there are no indications 
she was on her back at the site. 

It is not possible to determine at what point the cuts in the jeans, underpants 
and jacket occured. 

Hairs - Items 155, 56, 26, Hairs from Items #37, 18, 31/32, 14, 42, 13, 58, 
19, 100, 57. 

The hairs from the following items exhibit the same microscopic characteristics 
as Ms. - head and pubic hair standards (Item 157) and could have originated 
from her: 

#14 Shirt - 5 hairs 
#18 Jeans - 2 hairs 
#13/26 Coat - 15 hairs (please refer to the clothing exam section for these 
results) 
131/32 Rope - 1 hair 
137 Body bag - 1 hair 
142 Throat area - 12 hairs 
158 Pubic hair combings - 23 hairs 

Three hairs are dissimilar to Ms.-head and pubic hair standards 
and Mr. Cosden's head, pubic and body hair standards (Item #100) and could not 
have come from either of them. One of the hairs is from Item t56 (from the 
anus) and two are from Ms.-s pubic hair combings. 

One hair from Item #5 {from Ms. -s arm) is a grey hair which has 
limited microscopic characteristics sui a e for comparison and is of little 
evidentiary value. Because Mr. Cosden's head hair standards fall within this 
range he can neither be suggested nor eliminated as a possible source of the 
hairs. 

Seven short hair fragments - five from Item t13 and two from Item il4 (the 
shirt) and one body hair from Item 118 (jeans) are similar to Ms. llllllll5 hair 
standards and she cannot be eliminated as a possible source. 

Of three hairs from Item 113 (jacket), one has insufficient characteristics 
for comparison purposes and two are debris hairs. 

Lynn D. McIntyre 

-2-



Laboratory Case No. 186-2827 
Agency: Thurston County Sheriff's Office 
Agency case No. 73-17592-12 
Suspect: Cosden, William E. Jr. 
Victim: 
Officer: 

Twelve hairs from the items are animal hairs or wool fibers and not examined 
further. These originated from the following items: 

#14 Shirt - 4 animal hairs, 1 fiber 
fl8 Jeans - 1 animal hair 
#13/26 Coat - 2 animal hairs 
tl9 Underpants - 2 fibers 
t37 Body bag - l animal hair 
f56 Anus - 1 animal hair, 1 fiber 

Miscellaneous Items 5, 31/32, 59, 60, 61, 62, 35, 36 

Items fS and 31/32 are pieces of three stranded natural fiber rope, cut 
at both ends. Item 31/32 is six and a half inches longr Item 5 is approximately 
two and a half inches long. The ropes were examined visually and stereomicroscopically. 

Items f35 and 36 (bags from the hand) Items 60 and 61 (fingernail scrapings), 
Item 59 (fingernail polish of victim) were examined. No evidence of apparent 
significance was recovered. 

Item #62, a "metal fragment from body" was examined stereomicroscopically 
and microscopically (magnification to lOOX). 

This particle is very small: it is unlikely that a source can be suggested 
by further testing. However, if a control sample should be available this can 
be submitted for comparison. Then this particle can be tested microscopically 
and for elemental content. Beyond that, further appropriate testing can be conducted 
by a laboratory specializing in very small particles. 

tynnD.Mclntyre, Crimi nalist 
October 23, 1986 

-3-
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THURSTON COUNTY SHERIFF 'S DEPARTMENT 

Supplementary Report 

DA TE: 11 December 1973 CASE : 73-17592-12 

Approximately 1900 hours, 10 December 1973, lvlr. Hol I is Fultz received a 

cal I at his home from Seattle City Detective Duane Holman, Homicide Squad, 

583-2340, in reference to Thurston County Sheriff's Department case via 

Dr. Matthews (or a friend of Dr . Matthews') and our attempt to identify a young 

woman. 

Detective Hof man had spoken by phone to a deputy sheriff of Thurston County 

whom he did not identify. Holman had expected the deputy to cal I back~ 

Holman continued to work on the case the rest of the day and about 1900 hours 

deci ded to c al I the Thurston County Coroner. 

Holman identified the unidentified Thurston County body as that of a Seattle 

girl, age 14, DOB:-58. 

The g i rl had run av,;ay from home 26 November 1973. The g i rl Ts father, Bil l 

Devine, was at CH 3-9019 waiting a call from the Thurston County Coroner. 

Detective Holman continued. The g i rl had protruding teeth, having four teeth 

in the usual space 1 weighed 125 lbs., dark blond, 5'6". The girl was wearing 

custom jewelry matchingihe jewelry found on the deceased. Detective Holman 

knew Bill Devine and Devi ne described his daughter to Holman. 

Coroner Fultz called Sheriff Redmond to come to the Fultz residence after 

talking with Holman and S heri ff Redmond advised that he would be there. 

Coroner Fultz phoned Mr. Bil l Devine at the number given and suggested 

Mr. D evi ne come to Thurston County immediately to identify the girl. At that 



Page 2 - l ( -1 

time Sheriff Redmond arrived at the Fultz residence. Sheriff Redmond then 

took the phone to question Mr. Devine. Identification was discussed in 

further detail. 

Sheriff Redmond arranged for Mr. Devine to come to Olympia, 11 December 

1973. 

The enclosed piece of stationery from the Coroner's office contains the 

notes taken at the time of the cal I. 

/jpr 

Chi I Deputy 
Thurston County 
Sheriff's Office 



Saatti~ -King County/ DEPARTMENT OF Pua1..1t HEAL.TH 
Pub' i s:: S<1t.e1y Buil d ing s~attle, Washington 98104 4206) 583-2550 

!...AW·l'<:ENCE SERGNl=:R, M.O., M.P.H. 78-17592-12 Diredor o f Puhlle Healtli 

December 14, 1973 

Honorable Hollis Fultz, Coroner 
Thurston County 

Dear Sir: 

RE : 

I, Stanford D. Prince, D.D.S., examined extracted 
teeth presented to me by Thurs ton County detectives. 
With the dental x-rays taken in post-mortem and dental 
records of the Seattle-King County Health Department, I 
identify the restorations in teeth #2 and #3 to be the ones 
of • which I filled on June 21, 1973 
in the Public Safe t y Building Dental Clinic. Irrefu table 
identification can be made by the presence of a pin in 
the #2 tooth. 

D.D.S. 

DISTRIC T HEALTH CENTERS: 

NORTH 

1600 N . e, 150th 

Seattl e 9815!5 
;;1<$3-4765 

EAST 

15607 Nort~•ast Bellavu•­
Redmond Road 

Bel levue 98008 
885-1278 

SOUT HeAST 

:3001 N . E. 4th St., 

Renton 98055 
228-2620 

SOUTHWEST 

10821 8 th Aver,ue So"'tttwe"t 
s ,,attle 98146 
244-6400 



_____ ......,,... ___ .....,,.....,==:.::.:.---"'-.-;;.·· · ···- l .,,,!; 

SEAIT.LE" POLICE DEPARTMENT , •• , ; < 
- MISSING PERSON 

3 c. 3- C -1.... •• 1 
' 

MfNTAL CONOITlON: UANGEROUS [ ) 
AflMEO WITH: HANIJGUN r.-. J 

OtTAll ~ M!NTA L CONDITION: . 

.::;;1<1Ps $c-,,¼c,L -
ClOHIING 

ut J</1JJ~-Lu;/17~ S: 
MA\ }lATUS CJCCUPAT ION(Sl 

NO 5 'Dn,1 /,1/6~/J.,/IA;t //1 

1•, 

DESPONOfNl Cl 
SHOTc; uN 0 

HR~. Of t MP. 

V [ H. LIC. llC. ST A TE llC . YR. VEH. 1.0 , NO. 

BOOY S1YlE COLOR(Sl 

SUSPECTS ADDRESS, A PT. NO. CITY 

DRUNIV Dl~UGS Q 
RIFLE 0 

MENTA L Xi 
on1rn 

PH YSIC A L CONOITION 

• -µ~ 6ooD 

SE ILE O m,C IOAL = 
&--' D µ,&,r.,..._ 

• w-

eus. PHONE u µ;,:!_ 

IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTICS( St-" e-'- B ?~;._I.) 

STA TE. ZIP 

NOTE··INSTRIXT REPORTINI", PlASOll4 TO CON TAC T JUVl NILE D IVISION AT 583· 2G36 IF M ISSING PERSO"I SHOULD BE L0CAT£0, RET URN HOME, OR COMMU IIII• 
C A TE Wll H fA MII Y OR FRlfNOS. A NO TO ASSIST IN LOCATING THE MISSI NG PERSON. JUVENILES WILL SE RETURNED FROM OU TSID E OF SPO JURISDICTION .>. T 
PA RE NT'S OR GUARDIAN 'S fXP(NSl, 

OA H A NO TIME 

-2,L-7:3 O ~ 3.o 

E OATlS AND \'\'HEFI{ LOCA TEOJ 

D 

CODE; C· · COMPANIONS !IF A LSO IIUNAWAY, MAKE A SEPAFIA TE REPORTI 

NAMl COOl AODAlSS 

..... 
·- .L • ·r 

-Lo· t.J 

F-FRl £NOS P- PAIIENT OR GUARDIAN 

AES. PHONt 

P ON£ 

3-~S7'i 

PHONE 

W- WITN£SS 

BUS. PMONE 

•~STRUCTIONS: I ll StJMMA RJ Zf THE C IRC lJll.'ISTANCES PERTAINING TO THE OISAPP( ARANCE OF MISSING PERSON. INC LUD ING ANY PREVIOUS T HREATS TO 
U AVE HOME OR COMMIT' SUIC IO E. (21 I ND ICATE T HE NAMES O F AN Y O THER PERSONS WHOM REPORTIN G OrF IC EII C ONTACTED REC•HIDI NG 
MISSING P R • I CE IFRl(NOS. KN OWN ASSOC IAHS, OR OTHER PERSONS POSSl8LV ON f ll.E I N JUVENILE OIVISIONJ.-

Nil INVlSl tGATIN C, 0 FF1(;£A SE Ai A L UNIT 

2-



·,. • .: • f ' • . • ;. SEATTLE-~•POLtce · DEPART~ENT 7 3 - ,17 5 9 2 
O~O~G"P,~FICIA~ MESSAGE A~D~l\~'ilf WANTED PEASON/fE_LON'/ VEHICLE ENTRY 

TELEGRAM ( I .~ .; 
) t ·( 

• I 

SEAPD WASPDOO DATE
0

: 12 I 3 t 13 TIME:-1-l~-=--~ - hootJ ---~ : 

TO: ajcuwa <lN&<>A Police Depart.men~,' ATTN: o.v ·~ ;; ~ .. ,,, ;, / 

( Oopt ., APB .. Etc.) ( Per.on or U n,tl 

Reference: Message Number _ _ _ SPD Agency __ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ ___ _ _ Date--1._2-:)-71__ __ 

PR IMA RY • .J11ftm.1• bna,,riq SECONDARY* _._ f.t_ o_t-up__,,'--- --- - - - -
• Primary is crime or obj~t of message: Robbery, Larceny, Record Check 

*" Secondary is relative to primary : Wanted, In Custody, Supplement 

SUSPECT INFORMA'llmt: ARMED ( 

' 
SUICIDAL ( 

MKE/4 *NAM/40 (Name) 

WASPOOO 

.. , 
(Separate NCIC entry - EN.WASPD O.NAM/ .NICI .Seven entries at a time.I 

•RAC/1 NAT/2 , • •oo B 6 . GT/3 •wGT/3 *HAl/ 2 FBl/8 (FBI Number! 

1 • ·:1.a-2s-S1 Sl6 12' Dk.Blo 
FPC/20 (FingerprJnt Classification) 

• • ~I I 

. ' 

MNU/ 15 (Misc Number) 
. I 
!f 

" 

SOC/9 (Social Security) 

OLN/ 20 (Operators pcense Number) OLS/2 (Operator Lie State) 
; · ,, I 

OL Y/2 (OPL Exp Y ear) 

-

z 
(') 

~:--..,--~•~o=--=F::-::F:-:'./ 2~{0ff=.·=:-e~ns-,--:W:-:-;-an..._ted~f=-o-r~:)- -,------:=':::t-:-:/~a-:(~Q-aQt-r,.,-o-:'f W:-:-:-ar-ra-n-:t)- --,-----z--::::O-::::C'-:-A,,/9~ ~S:.P;:;;:O~Ca:::--se--:N~u- m--:be:--:rl:----1 - .;f 

'1M'1°'6 

,.;, '• . 

' I 

MtS/12t (Misc Information),. Sea~, Marks, Glasses, Elf. J: ; · 

Wt. .,..u.l .... •llc)at droop . • • ·. 
LIC/8 (Veh Licl LIS/2 (State) LIY /2 (¥r Lie Exp) 

I ,: I • 

LIT/2 (Lie Type} VIN/15 {1 0 Number) 

VYR/2 (Veh Yr) VMA/4 (Veh Make) VST / 2 (Body Style) VC0/7 (Yeh Color) 

MESSAGE TEXT: Be Brief! (Type of warrant, bail, e~radftion,lnfo, last seen, destination, etc.) 

luJ-' left S.tt.la cm ·11-2S-73, ' • .trte&t tut Me vo to vieit. her 
r , .ti 

4SOU1zl 1D ltH!tfMQ'• er·,pr: . C • :la Betlr ~1,, vith 

her ~' at. --u.· .,_ Niltel, 1)2 ,.; Qr oa. tho a.-ti. 
0 

_,. • .,_. ~; ~• R/W hui~ , .. _. that ---· Sbo as laat > • ----------- - - ----- ----..------:.......---.;~---- - --.----''-------- --- ..... 
--.~ tri~i-~t~q 6-a , ~;¥· ' 8PHJ'G~;~1d ;aoc.pt, a r:lde b-oa an •• ~ 
DekMW -.i~ ·~yaag· a browhl pi•~,r•· .lt ap~~- 1

at,t.W3 ~• ITamet.ta 

, l 

\ .. t• . , ··· . 
~ l ; • ....... 1 

·- ----- --- -----.----+--"--- - - - - - - - - ----------' ., \ I 
\ ' ' ' 

Yes I· ) Dr-~,..ted-~y: ~ . Unit: 
No ( l · •• ; :rtlun ft?96 

o,m 1.9 Aev. 1 1/ 69 'If THIS COPY f 1) R ~ 
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SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
CASl: NUMBER 

73- O 6 
============0-====-=--~ .. -====-=-====~A=c=c=1o=E=N=T=N=UMBER 

CONTJNUA'rION SHEET ITEM 
OR 

ENTRY 
(1) OFFENSE AND ARREST (3) TRAFFIC INCIDENT 
(2) FOLLOW-UP CASE SUMMARY 

=-=-=-=-=-==;== = = ======·=- =--======= =--=--=-=-.. ========· ---~ ========= 

6. 

7o 

12-10-73 1e30 hrs. Mr. Devine called back and stated that his dau~hter 

was wearing small 11Croases" in her pierood e arso He descr ibed the saude 

jacket almost ident ical to tha t mentioned in the teletype. He also asked 

his wife one other question which had not be mentioned t o him earlier. 

He asked if t his found girl had an embroiderled Drag on patch on her bl ue 

jeans, on the rear pocket. Det. answered in t;he affir mative, a t th.la time 

Mr. Devine stated t~a t he was 90% sure t hat it was his daughters body. 

He was advised that wo would contact the Thurston County Coroners office 

and advis eci them that he was wil l ing to g o down th~re to attempt 1dent1f1-

oat1on. He 1a wil l ing ls l@pg as be doesn't have to wait to l ong. 

12-10-73 1900 hrso Contacted the Thurston ~~unty C0roners Offi ce, 357-7402 

Coroner Hol lis Faulz. Advised nim of the possiblity t hat their homi cide 

victtm is our ft/W Filled him on the date and misc. 

or her reported runaway. Al\O gave him the Fathers h~~e phone number to 

make arraegements for him to mak~ identification. Faulz stated that the 

victim faoe on one side is in g qod shape, tne other side is unidentif1ble. 

He stated that they had sent a wirephoto of the victims good side to the 

Seattle newspap ers and the father should be able to make an I.D. from this 

photo. Faulz stated that he would contact the Sherif£s office for us and 

fill him ino This Det. called t he listed number on tho teletype but there 

was no answer. 

12-10-73 1910 hrs. To tha press roolll and contacted Jerry Carson who will 

oheok on the photo sent fro.m Th,urston County. He will let us know" wh.at 

he finds out as soon as they o•n get through to the photograph deptoo 

12•10-73 19 0 nrs. P/C from Sheriff' Dem Redmi:>nd who aad just spoken 111 th 

the father, Bill Devine, Redmond 1s fairly O)nvinced that this is taeir 

lnvestlgaUng omcer Serial UnU 11,vestlgat!ng omcer Seda! Unit Approving O Ice, 

Dot, D. L • . Homan 213~ 321_ Det. B. J. Baughman l~.(;>5-.J.2 



FORM 5.7 
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/rEM 
OR 

ENTRY 

r 

SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 7 8 - 175 9 2 --12 

CONTINUATION SHEET ACCIDENT NUMBER 

(1) OFFENSE AND ARREST (3) TRAFFIC INCIDENT 
(2) FOLLOW-UP CASE SUMMARY ER 

__ the l'.omici de vie ti•, a,1d this_ dete cti vc did "'ot wish to ovcrst<, 

R/1,/ jnve,d,igation. 

CASE NUMBER 
73-~7046 

UNIT FILE NO. 

BA NUMBER 

anrl it wc•,s becnming progreEJsivel;v more difficult to talk to the;,,, d th ut arousfog 

their suspicions, that f;Ol'lething more thRll run,nmy wuc involved. 

This w1tkr will b1, ·I.urned over to 11/'R for further foll0w-11p ir• r,tt,£,-,nt. 1 • ,, to 

ID the homicide victim in Thurston County. Picture of Run&way 5-s ir. o lnse~: 

In vestiga.Ung Otticer Serial Unit oer Serial Unit Approving O teer 



f'ORM 5.7 
REV. 9 - 70 

css 21 .318 

ITEM 
OR 

ENTRY 

'
47 

:-> - l 7 5 ° '>/-. SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT d ,) v -

CONTINUATION SHEET 
ACCIDENT- l'foMRER 

(1) OFFENSE AND ARRE:S1' (3) TRAFFIC INCIDENT 
(2) FOLLOW-UP XX CASE SUMMARY 

CASE NUMBER 
73 ... 49202 

UNl1' FILE NO. 

- B7A NUMBER 

12-10-73 1030 h.re. Called Sgt. Gagnier, Juvenile Control Div., 

Sel'vioon. Advlsed h1m we n.ad word from Thurston Co. on an unidentified 

body of a murder victim that may possibly b~ PLOE, LYNDA JOANN, tbat 

this office had been in contact w/ Thurston Co. and would handle it 

from here. Gagnier states Dat. Bishop (Missing Persona Unit) off today, 

Tnat Det. VonAllrnen was aware of the found body, felt it. was a runaway 

Seattle girl (case# 73~57046), that VonAllmen had secured a copy or 

the Taurston Coo teletype and had contacted Thurston Coo about tae 

relationship of the runaway to the found body. Gagnier will have Von­

allmen aall tkia offtoe when he returns to his offico. 

Lt. H.Lo Schneider 

12-10-73 1100 brso Sgto Gagnier called baolc: rune.way girl 1s 

-~ .family friend of Von Allments. VonAllmen and his Sgt .. Bob 

Riee are now at - s de.ptiat with a copy of tne .. J;eletype attempting 

to determine if dental desori.ption on the teletype is same a~s 

dental worko Gagnier will have VellAllmen a/o Rioe oall hereo 

Lto H.L. Schneider 

~. ; :L, 12-11-73 0930 Hra. To KCME obt&ined skull X-~s that Dr. Beasunt-Mi1.thews had taken 

f the victim when he did the a~topsy. Or. said he had taken some 35mm pictures of the 

vie. but that he has not sent them out to be devel oped as yet, the dental i mJ.,ressions 

he took are still in the custody of Thursbon Co. He has not had the autopsy report 

t yped up as yet . 

12-11-73 1010 Hrs. 'fo fublic Health Dentnl Office and compo.red dental X-Rays taken by 

them ago.inst those taken by Dr. Beasunt-Mathews. Dr. J-'rince of Fublic Health stated he 

was fairley possitive the identification is that he could be 

possiti v e if he had the x-ray of the vic~,im I s un,cr Ht . 2nd moler, as this tooth has 

lnvesUgaUng omcer Serial Unit lnvesUgating O cer Serial Unit I Approving Offtc,,r bet. Cock/ Cutni 
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rl'EM 
OR 

ENTRY 

SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

CON TIN U A'flON SHE ET 
(1) OFFENSE AND ARREST (3) TRAFFIC INCIDENT 
(2) FOLLOW-UP CASE SUMMARY CORRES. NUMBER 

ICASE NUMBER 
?J-.5701-.6 

UNIT PILE NO. 

rn7ANUMBER 

======:;=:==== =============:;::.!::::========-=~ -==---' =--======== 

lo 

)' tic • 11 L 'lr ,. • -- • - - -1J· '"()·.-.,..,<• " "1·-,-,1·1 '1\' " ·I m,·,1 L< l"' · ·1· .,·. ·,.·,) ,n11<· 1·11.11·•_:,-.,. 1· "I ,1 ,!>,c],·1 . ... -•• :.~•c-., ;r '/l I 'I' , , : ·• • I ' 1, •(: ,; _ _, U., ., . ~ : ,, ! ' • / ' . , '. L ,,. • , - , 

7)11'-' iU ic . - , .. :1'1/.-3 ·- C:io/ 9 
12-10-73 1545 k.r8. Appra1st4 of this case by th.e da.y.-:-Sgt. • and advised to 

contact Dro Prinoe in tbe Publio Healtk Dept •• P/C to ais office on exto 

2530 and spoke with Dr. Prince. He advised that the x-rays that tbey aave 

are not a oomplete set of all the dental work that is in the nomloide 

victims mouth. It could be that the R/W-girl had more dental work 

done by some other dentist prior to or after the work done by Dr. Prinoeo 

Dr. Prince suggested that we pontact Dr. Beasant-Mathews and obtain the 

x-raya taken by him so be oan determine if they are dental type x-rays or 

normal x-rays, similar to thos e take n in a medical offi ce o Dr. Prince 

said that he would be able to identify the various surraoes of the teet~ 

fill•d• 

12-10-73 1$50 hrs. P/C to Dr. Beasant-Mathews who has not yet arrived 

home acoordin13 to his housekeepero Message left for h.im to call. 
,,,......._ 

Unit 11 westlgatlng cer Serial 
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ITEM 
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ENTRY 
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SEATTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 7 ~ - l 7 5 9 2 ll(j 1 2 

CON'l'INUA'l'ION SHEE'l' 
ACCIDENT NUMBER - -

(1) OFFENSE AND ARREST (3) "rRAFFIC INCIDENT 
(2) FOLLOW-UP CASE SUMMARY BA UMBER 

12-10-73 1645 ara. Dr. Beaaant-Mathews cal led back and advised that he will 

bring tile x-rays and de ntal impressions t o the office in the mornirg. At 

that time s omeone from our office au can picka: them up a nd take them to 
\ 

Doctor Prince on the 14tkl Floor of this bfitldd.ng. Dr. Pr1noe then oan 

compare the medical bfl)e x-raya to those . of his. If ne a l so has impress-

ions of the R/ 

a 11 Natura1 11 • 

mout\11., aocordinl to Dr. Mathews, this would be 

12-10-73 1000 hrs. Rectlved p/~ from Det. Von A11man who had j ust rec'd 

a call from Mrs. Sal ly Devine who had jµst seen a ~ewsboard cast concerning 

the ,:t. found body in Thurston Co unty • . She is oonv1noed t hat the body, 

description and the composite of the picture shown on the T 0 V. is ber 

daugnter. Von Allmen s tated that he would have the mot hers sister give 

us a ca.11 as soon as he could contact h,er. In the rnea.ntime he was go1ng 
. ; 

to contact the father, Bill :q_evlne and _aave him call IJ.!1• 
-. 

12-10-73 1~15 nrs. Reo 1 d P/0 from Bill Devine, Bus;AT 4-1721 Home;CH 3-90 

19. He wanted to know just exactly what our thoughts were on thi• thing. 

Von Allman advised that be w~nted to ~ear it from the shoulder, therefore 

ke was advised of our fe~l1n$s aa of this point. He stated that he could 

n't answer all of our quest1ono as ne had been away from the home for 2½ yr1 

It was requested that he cont.act his ex~wife and .found out what other den­

tist she had attended. At first he could not remember a ny o~ them and then 

recalled a Doctor Paul B. Stanton on North ~5th Stroet. A oheck reveals 

a Dr. Stanton at 101 N ~5th phone 703-e3~e home residence of 23715 110th 

West, Edmonds, Wn. aome phone #542-4434• Mr. Devine stated that ber teeta 

wore very d1stinot1ve in that she had a double set of eye teeth growing out 

of the upper pillte o Mr. Devine will check on some items and call back. 

JnvcstlgaJlng 9Ulcor Serial 
!)et. u. L. Homan 2130 

Unit In vcstlgath1g otlicer Serial Unlt T Approving Oftlcc1 ' 

321 Det. Bo J. Baughman 1065 321 



03/11/2002 MON 17:04 FAX 

TRANSMISSION OI( 

TX/RX NO 
CONNECTION TEL 
SUB-ADDRESS 
CONNECTION ID 
ST. TIME 
USAGE T 
PGS. 
RESULT 

TCSO DETECTIVES 

********************* *** TX REPORT **" 
*********$*********** 

0162 
8p274594p3014754047 

03/11 17:03 
01'00 
1 
OK 

Thurston County Sheriff's- Office 
2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, WA 98502-6045 

(360) 786-5500 
FAX: (360) 754-4680 

FAX TRANSMITrAL SHEET 

TO: I.. t, -:r.. L. H :>tt. ,-.J .e. Date; 
ATIN: 
FAX#: 

.r+. ""-!:.-¥ ;r- 4~.$7 .f:o, 

PHONE#: 

FROM: 
FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

TOTAL PAGES FAXED INCLUDING THIS ONE: 
, 

MESSAGE: l.,1'I l4-o,i,-; e : 

141001 

l'v-'7 (IM/).~ ,:..~o-. "'-c.rp~.._-.J,.. f1:,.,""f"e,... .,-ke,,-. 'f!+.f ,tt.'T..J) ,(io) ~0.., /"t 

.:,"'e ~:,:;. IJ'<'l.~·~ ...... ) ~ i"-t A✓.,- oc:\o'T'~l P11.t,.r ~-tp•r?--1"46-z' 

A:;~ ~-. 77'-<t ~ "'' ,,..,._ 0.1',-"'(f... • 'I ~ (.,ti ...,i.,il -h .r- J.v (..I ~.:»1&1,1• 

', r,~ //'u,,A M'jk\, ~ R.,t~-.J. ).._,,.. T1' 't"""'• ~ Ju N.~ l'1£1 

~ .. ,,_--,.. • '7: f 'I • ~ c.L .._ .... :,-'r ~-r ,,..,,.__.,.. 't ""' -e.ed 1 ~ ""''"' h~ > O "'• 

. CONFIDENTIAL! 
The Information contained In this facsimile is confidential lnfonnation intended O[l!Y for the 
addressee listed on this coversheet If the re,arlAr nf lhiQ mo~Mh- ,_ --· ..... - • • • • • • 



TO: 
ATTN: 
FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

FROM: 
FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

Thurston County Sheriff's Office 
2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, WA 98502-6045 

(360) 786-5500 
FAX: (360) 754-4680 

FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

{;t. -:r..l..., H O/l.,-JI?.- Date: 

..r+. ""- .. r:y :.,- C..-v,-1\"''1 .i'&>. 

TOTAL PAGES FAXED INCLUDING THIS ONE: I 

MESSAGE: l,,\"', H-ofl,-i e : 

M, fM /).~ e3r\ o.... ~rp.t1o..e.J.. f":,,,"'f"E>- -rkc:.,.. e-f-f ~ e"i.....P ,(I..) -0
"' I"! 

"'"'-e ~:e.. ~t?.,·.:>....,) ~ 1 ~ A.r..,- oeleiT'-e& f>'Llp.r 6'<-,e,,:,o,q,,""f4illle~ 
tr.1W ~- ~ ~ ""' """41....,_.,.,...,. . -r ~ c.1:""".:t +. .r k..1,,.1 ~.,,i,.,. 

1, o ,r t/• v,.< &_.-r-~ I , 1- n..t. t=--.J "-.. .. 1o 't .:, ..,, . W--e &.,. J....1.. v-f' I <t & , 

1'4,oo ,._-n, . 7 f- .., • " C-4. .._ "'.,-,- r.,.. IN k,.,:r 'I ..... ~,J, ' -:;:: e,.t '"\ hllC , " ., • 

CONFIDENTIAL! 
The information contained in this facsimile is confidential information intended 011ly for the 
addressee listed on this coversheet. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient. you 
are hereby notified that any dissemination or copy of this telecopy is strictly prohibited. If you have 
received this facsimile in error, please notify immediately by telephone at the number listed on this 
coversheet, and return the original message to us at the above address. 

IF YOU DID NOT RECEIVE ALL PAGES, PLEASE CALL PHONE# LISTED ABOVE. 



TO: 

Thurston County Sheriff's Office 
2000 Lakeridge Drive SW, Olympia, WA 98502-6045 

(360) 786-5500 
FAX: (360) 754-4680 

FAX TRANSMITTAL SHEET 

ATTN: 
FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

FROM: 
FAX#: 
PHONE#: 

TOTAL PAGES FAXED INCLUDING THIS ONE: 

tu~ 1,.., ; II; e.. ""\ l:. C-o., ..l,- J" a . , -:r.>.:r fU. r 
)- '1•".,, "l/l"3/l,,7 ""'""~"' vlc.-tl)..,_ H-el..--. Pilk.,...T.,..., 

MESSAGE: 
IJ-e \,,-11).J" i----"~- ,,...,.,,, i.., n.e·.,.,..,,..,, .:, F ; "'J- .. ..,.:+'7 ,t-)..... .. 1! , ... ,.,.~ .. 

c,,.,,.,t, r .r.e-..'t' "i'<> p,i:_..1,t: ... ..- .(,,,.,. '1 i.,o¾ .. JJ-, c.c..._ )-....,,.e -:h. f'.q,""'-:l"I 

q, ·, ... /\'?'} ....,,,.J,....,etl ... /'I .., ... .,I.D vi..-) 1 /'2..v,->e,.'-'e.'7 ~...,_, re •. :tr(,.,w._,, 
'!)1-:d>t """',l. rl-.. c.e.,~~, J..,.l:,e 1t,t.p -rl-e "\J,e,1 "'-"' .,.J.e..,. t!-d..$,e, /..,.,..,.., • 

,, ~c..D. ,C. l.-, .DNA ~.,. -r .... ). 
~ e-v-"'4Jt ~t ,.r,.;,......, "' ... ..,-, •• ....,,l C,QV""'e.;;e , u'¼:...._'1' -t.. '1"'" -J-.. /-Uf'c./1.e 
f.<. or v-,> 1,...., i,,.,,JI: c. +: .._!) J o ~ 1' w l-...A< c,, :rLL- 1,-., CJ". 

CONFIDENTIAL! 
The Information contained In this facslmlle Is confidential Information intended 011ly for the 
addressee listed on this coversheet. If the. reader of this message is not the Intended recipient, you 
are hereby notif:ad tha\ any dissemination or copy of this telecopy Is strictly prohibited. If you have 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON 
IN AND FOR THURSTON COUNTY 

STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
Plaintiff, 

vs. 

William E. Cosden Jr. 

Defendant. 

NO. 

CERTIFICATION OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

TCSO Case 73-17592-12 

15 STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 
) ss. 

16 COUNTY OF THURSTON ) 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

I. I am a Deputy Sheriff for Thurston County, Washington. I've received my initial training in Jaw enforcement 
with the Los Angeles City Police Department when hired as a police officer in 1970. I received training in all 
phases of law enforcement while with that agency, including training in homicide investigation. While with 
that agency, I assisted and investigated numerous homicides. I have been a detective with the Thurston 
County Sheriff's Office for six years and have investigated and assisted in the prosecution of several 
homicides while with that agency. l am familiar with the police reports and investigation conducted in this 
case. Based upon information provided through that investigation there is probable cause to believe that the 
defendant committed the crime of Murder 1st Degree as supported by the following facts and circumstances: 

On December 6, 1973 a young female body was found in the brush at Margaret McKenny Campground in Capitol 
Forrest located in Thurston County by park caretakers. The Thurston County Sherifrs Office was notified and 
conducted an investigation. The deceased female was the apparent victim of homicidal violence and no 
identification was found near or with lier body at the time of investigation. It appeared that her throat had been cut 
and she was laying face down when discovered. Her pants were cut at the rear waist with the_cut running down to,. 
her crotch area. The clothing material had been laid back exposing her bare buttocks. The resulting death 
certificate issued by the Thurston County Coroner found the cause of dea h • e wound to the neck and 
or strangulation. It was determined that the body was that of date of birth -58, a 
fourteen year old female. She was positively identified by enta recor s and family. Further investigation 
revealed that-was Jast seen alive in Seattle on November 251\ 1973, hitchhiking to Rockaway Oregon 
after running away from her home in Seattle. She was seen by witnesses getting into a pickup truck driven by a 
male on Aurora Avenue which left southbow1d. Investigation determined her time of death between November 
251

'\ 1973 and December 3rd
, 1973. Evidence was collected from her body at the time of the autopsy and booked 

CERTIFICATION OF PROBABLE CAUSE - I EDWARDG. HOLM 
Thurs ion County Prosecuting Attorney 

2000 Lakeridge Drive S. W. 
Olympia, WA !>8502 

(360) 786-SS40 Fax (360) 754-3358 · 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON 
IN AND FOR THURSTON COUNTY 

STA TE OF WASHINGTON, 
Plaintiff, 

vs. 

William E. Cosden Jr. 

Defendant. 

NO. 

CERTIFICATION OF PROBABLE CAUSE 

TCSO Case 13-17592·12 

J 5 STATE OF WASHINGTON ) 
) ss. 

16 COUNTY OF THURSTON ) 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

I. I am a Deputy SherHl' for Thurston County, Washington. J've received my initial training in law enforcement 
with the Los Angeles City Police Department when hired as a police officer in l 970. I received training in all 
phases of law enforcement while with that agency, including training in homicide investigation. While with 
that agency, I assisted and investigated numerous homicides. I have been a detective with the Thurston 
County Sheriff's Office for six years and have investigated and assisted in the prosecution of several 
homicides while with that agency. I am familiar with the police reports and investigation conducted in this 
case. Based upon information provided through that investigation there is probable cause to believe that the 
defendant committed the crime of Murder I '1 Degree as supported by the fol lowing facts and circumstances: 

On December 6, 1973 a young female body was found In the brush at Margaret McKenny Campground in Capitol 
Forrest located in Thurston County by park caretakers. The Thurston County Sheriffs Office was notified and 
conducted an investigation. TI1e deceased female was the apparent victim of homicidal violence and no 
identification was found near or with her body at the time of investigation. It appeared that her throat had been cut 
and she was laying face down when discovered. Her pants were cut at the rear waist with the cut running down to 
her crotch area. The clothing material had been laid back exposing her bare buttocks. The resulting death 
certificate issued by the Thurston County Coroner found the cause of death due to a knife wound to the neck and 
or strangulation. It was detennined that the body was that of date of birth ~8. a 
fourteen ye~lc. She was positively identified by dental records and family. Further investigation 
revealed tha--was lasl seen alive in Seattle on November 2S11,, 1973, hitchhiking to Rockaway Oregon 
after running away from her home in Seattle. She was seen by witnesses getting into a pickup truck driven by a 
male on Aurora Avenue which left southbound. Investigation detennined her time of death between November 
251\ 1973 and December 3"\ 1973. Evidence was collected from her body at the time of the autopsy and booked 
CERTIFICATION OP PROBABLE CAUSE- I EDWARDO. HOLM 

Thu,uo11 COllnty Prosecuting Attorney 
2000 Lakerid&e Drive S.W. 

OlympiR, WA 98502 
(360) 786-5540 Fax (360) 754-3358 
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into the evidence section of the Thurston County Sherifrs Office at that time. A person of interest was developed 
by det~tives from infonnation received ftom citizen tips during the earlier stages of the investigation. That 
person was William E. Cosden Jr of the Scott Lake Community located in Thurston Coun~. Mr. Cosden was 
employed by his father who owned and operated the Restover Truck Stop located on 93 Ave SW and the 
southbound side ofl-5 south of Tumwater. This was a focal point for hitchhikers in the J970's. It was learned that 
William Cosden Jr. had raped and murdered a young female in the Maryland area in 1967 and he had been 
convicted of a first degree rape in 1976 in Thurston County Washington which he is currently serving a sentence 
in prison. A witness had seen what was reported to be blood stains on a shirt William E. Cosden Jr. was wearing 
the early morning hours of November 26111, 1973 after he pulled into the Restover Truck Stop and filled his pickuf 
truck fuel tanks with 40 gallons of fuel. Earlier that same night, at approximately 2300 hours, November 25' , 
1973 another witness had observed what was described as blood stains inside the pickup bed of that same truck 
which had a e~mopy on it. At approximately 0220 hrs. right after ·leaving the Restover Truck Stop William E. 
Cosden Jr's pickup truck caught on fire and was destroyed in that fire, approximately three miles from the 
Restover Truck Stop. Detectives from the Sheriff's Office interviewed William E. Cosden Jr. in 1986 where he 
deni~ ever seeing, having sex with or killin Blood samples were taken from William 
E. Cos'den Jr. 5r court order during those interviews. In 2001 those blood samples along with evidence taken 
from j body were sent to the State Lab for DNA testing and a match was found showing 
William E. Cosden Jr's DNA on an evidence sample taken from the victim's vagina during the autopsy. 

l O Detectives from the ihurston County SheriWs Office re-interviewed William E. Cosden Jr. in January of 2002. Jn 
the initial interview William E. Cosden Jr. was shown pictures of-and asked if he had 
ever seen her, been with her, had sex with her or killed her. He denie every seems er, ing with her, having 
sex with her or killing her. Later in this interview he was advised of the DNA match and still denied any contact 
with I A few days later William E. Cosden Jr. was re-contacted and interviewed again. 
During the second interview he admitted to having contact with ----admitted to having 
vaginal and anal sex with her bot denied killing her. Based on this i~e Thurston County 
Prosecuting Attorney consider charges against William E. Cosden Jr. for Murder J II Degree. 14 

15 

16 
Under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Washington, I certify chat the foregoing is true 

17 and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

18 Signed and dated by me this 7 day of March, 2002, at Olympia, Washington. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

. 23 

24 

25 

26 

Detective Dave Haller 

CERTIFICATION OF PROBABLE CAUSE- 2 EDWARDO. HOLM· 
Thurston County Prosecuting Anomey 

2000 Weridgc Drive S.W. 
Olympia, WA 9SS02 

(360) 786-SS40 Fax (360) 7S4-3JS8 
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TN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON 
IN AND FOR THURSTON COUNTY 

STATE OF WASHINGTON, 
Plaintiff, 

vs. 

WILLIAM EARL COSDEN, JR., 

Defendant. 

NO. 0 2 1 n O 3 6 8 f.t 

DETERMINATION OF PROBABLE CAUSE 
FOR DETENTION AND ORDER FOR 
WARRANT OF ARREST AND FIXING 
BAIL. 

This matter having come on before the above-entitled court, and the State of Washington being 

represented by PHil.,JP HARJU, Deputy Prosecuting Attorney for Thurston County, Washington, and the Court 

being fully advised in the premises and having reviewed the Information filed by the Prosecuting Attorney and the 

sworn testimony setting forth the circumstances herein, and the files and records herein, now, therefore, it is 

detennined 

That probable cause exists for the arrest and detention of WILLIAM EARL COSDEN, JR. 

That based upon the above detennination of probable cause for detention, it is hereby 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED that the Clerk of the Thurston County Superior 

Court shall forthwith issue a warrant for the arrest of the above-named defendant(s) with bail set at 

$500,000 and service of this warrant is hereby authorized by telegraph or teletype pursuant to RCW 

,<, 
7 day of MARCH, 2002. 

10.31.060. 

DATED THIS 

Y: 

ARJU, WSBA# 9527 
Chief Criminal Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 

DETERMINATION OF PROBABLE CAUSE Edward G, Holm 
Thunlon Counly Ptom:uling Attorney 

2000 ukeridge Drive S. W. 
Olyropi11, WA 98502 

360/186-.S.S40 Fax )60f154•3J58 
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF WASHINGTON 

FILED 
SUPERIOR COURT 

fHURSTOM COUNTY Wt: 

2002 HAR - 7 PN 3: 22 

u::T~ULrtt:_~R~K 

DEPUTY 

6 IN AND FOR THURSTON COUNTY 

7 

8 

9 

1 0 

11 

12 

STA TE OF WASHINGTON, 

vs. 

WILLIAM EARL COSDEN, JR., 
DESC: WMA;6'1 ";193#;BLU;BRN 
DOB: 12/ 19/46 
SID: WA10744815; FBI: 6269l2P1 

Plaintiff, 

LKA: C/O WASHINGTON CORRECTION 
CENTER 

Defendant. 

STA TE OF WASIDNGTON) 

NO. tl 2 1 1' () 3 6 t'~ ~ 

ARREST WARRANT 

Agency: TCSO 73- 17592-12 

PHDJP HARJU 
Deputy Prosecuting Attorney 

13 )u. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

COUNTY OF Thurston County ) 

THE STATE OF WASHlNGTON TO THE SHERIFF OF THURSTON COUNTY, OR ANY OTHER PEACE 
OFFICER OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON, 

WHEREAS, the Prosecuting Attorney for said County and State did file an Infonnation with 1he above 
entitled court and the court finding that probable cause exists for the following crime(s): 

COUNT I - MURDER IN THE FIRST DEGREE, RCW 9.48.030{~} 
In that the defendant, WILLIAM EARL COSDEN, JR., in the County of Thurston, State of Washington, on or 
about the 25111 day of November, 1973, while committing or attempting to commit the crime of Rape (RCW 
9.79.010), and in the course of and furtherance of said crime or immediate flight from said crime, he caused the 

19 death 

20 OR IN THE ALTERNATIVE 

21 MURDER IN THE SECOND DEGREE. RCW 9,48.040(1}&{2) 
In that the defendant, WilLIAM EARL COSDEN, JR., in the County of Thurston, State of Washington, on or 
about the 25111 day of November, 1973, with a design to effe.ct the death of another did intentionally cause the 
death of ••■■11111-•and/or while committing or attempting to commit the crime of Carnal Knowledge 
(RCW 9.79~se of and fwthernnce of said crime or immediate flight from said crime, he caused 
the dea I h otllllllllllllll 

22 

23 

24 

25 

ARREST WARRANT 
(X) WASHINGTON ONL Y/CHAJN STATES 
( ) WILL EXTRADITE 

Edward G. Holm 
TltunloDCOWlly ~ 11a,A11omcy 

2000 Lau rid p Drive s. W. 
Olyq,11, WA 91$0l 

l60n&6,.Sj60 Fu. lalfl.5'-JJ.58 
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THEREFORE, IN THE NAME OF THE STA TE OF W ASHlNGTON, you are commanded forthwith to 
apprehend and bring said defendant forthwith before this court to answer to said Information. $S00,000 bail has 
been fixed, and service of this warrant is hereby authorized ~y telegraph or teletype pursuant to RCW I0.3 l .060 
as ordered by the Honorable Judge ., ~HARD D. HICKS IN TESTIMONY 
WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the seal of said Court this 7"' day of MARCH, 2002. 

' 
DEP~~SUP~RCOURT 

ARREST WARRANT 
(X) WASHINGTON ONLY/CHAIN STATES 
( ) WILL EXTRADITE 

Edward G. Holm 
ThW1I011 (Mm1y PrOSCCllting Attorney 

2000 Laleridge Drive S.W. 
Olympia, WA 98.502 

360l186-SS40 Nix J60/1S4-3JS8 



THURSTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
W-A ~ H • I N G T O N GARY P. EDWARDS 

Sheriff • SINO; 1852 

2000 Lakecidge Drive SW • Olympia, Washington 98502,6045 • (360) 786-5500 

Press Release 

Mat~h 8, 2002 

The Thurston County Sheriffs Office is announcing the arrest of a subject today for 

the previously unsolved murder of a 14 year-old Seattle area girl, 

from November 1973. This arrest is made possible by recent DNA 

evidence processed by the Washington State Patrol Crime Lab linking the suspect to . 

the crime. It is believed this is the oldest DNA murder case in the state to this date. 

The subject arrested, who has been in prison serving a 48-year sentence for Rape in . . . 

the First Degree since 1976, is William E. Cosden, Jr; age 55, formerly of Thurston 

County. Today he was arrested on a warrant for Murder in the First Degree, issued 

by the Thurston County Prosecutor's Office, and subsequently transported to the 

Thurston County Jail by detectives. Additional details will be released this 

afternoon at a press conference, which is scheduled for 1:00PM in building #1, room 

#152 nt the Thurston County Courthouse, l~cated at 2000 Lakeridge Dr. SW in 

OlymJ>ia. The Thurston County Sheriff, Gary Edwards, and the Thurston County 
I I 1 

Prosecuting Attorney, Ed Holm, ,will be providing the remainder of the information 

at that time. 

Released by: Captain Dan Kimball 

Ph# (360) 786-5516 

Recycledl:'aper 
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THURS'ION COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
GARY R EDWARDS 

SINCE 18S2 Sheriff • 

2000 Lakeridge Drive SW • Olympia, Washington 98502-6045 • (360) 786-5500 

Press Release 

M~ch 8, 2002 

Thi~ nlease is a follow-up to the one issued earlier today in regards to the 1973 

murder of 14 year-old f Seattle. The suspect, William E. 

Cosden, Jr., age 55, was arrested this morning by sheriffs detectives and is 

currently in the Thurston County Jail on murder charges. 

was last seen by friends on November 25'\ 1973, hitchhiking 

south from 91 st and Aurora Ave. in Seattle. It is believed she was on her way. to visit 

relatives in Oregon at the time, however her family reported her as a runaway to the· 

Seattle Police Department the following day. On December 61\ 1973, he1· body w~s 

located by caretakers at Camp Margaret McKenny in the Capitol Forest, which is 

appmximately 10 miles southwest of Olympia. The victini was not i~mediately 

identified. After several days, with the use of the media and law enforcement . 

information sha1·ing, the victim was identified a Cause of death 

was classified as either by strangulation or sharp-edged instrument. 
~ I I 

' 

Due to information obtained by the Sheriff's Offic;e, William Cosden became ? • 

person of interest early ori and eventually became a suspect in the death_~f 

In 1986, based upon additional investigative information~ a 

search wan-ant was obtained for Cosden's blood, hair an.d saHva. Thurston County 

detectives went to the McNeil Island Penitentiary and served the. search warrant. . . . 

- ---'The-materials coHected from that warrantwere-placed·within tlieSheriff's Office 

evidence system. In 2001, the Sheriff's Office submitted these items, as well as items 

Re<}-,:lo.fhper __ 



···-·--··-···· ·· ·---·--·-·-· .. ---- --- -----

---··---- .. collected from the victi111;s body, to the Washington StatePatrol Crime Lab f~r 

possible DNA analysis. The crime lab has determined that evidence recovered from 

is Jinked to William Cosden, Jr. It is believed this is the oldest 

DNA murder case in Washington State history so far. 

Sheriff's detectives will continue to conduct follow-up investigation into this matter. 

Further information will be released via the court process. 



From: Mark Curtis 
To: 
Subject: 

internet: GEO~ 
Murder case oflllllllllllllll, DOB -58 

She ran a way from Seattle on 11/25/73 and was found dead in Thurston Co. forrest land park on 12/6/73, 
and is registered with your files I believe. Her throat was likely cut, pockets cut open of her coat and the 
back right of her head showed contusions, possible indicating she could have been hit there. Our suspect 
Is William Cosden Jr. now in DOC for a 7 4 rape 1st 48 yr sentence. In 75 he hit a woman in the back of 
the head with a big rubber mallet prior to the rape also In the general area of the murder. We anticipate 
presenting a case on the murder to the prosecutor in the spring. 

Thus, can you give us a listing of similar listed cases of teens and women pre 73 on through the decade, 
especially the attack on the back of head. 

We anticipate being asked of such Info. at trial time. 

Lastly, please send me the supplemental paperwork to update and clear the case for your flies, for when 
that is timely. 

Capt. Mark Curlis, Thurston Co. SO- 200 Lakeridge Dr. SW, Olympia, Wa. 98502-6045 
360-786-5514 



THURS'ION COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
\\' 1\ S II I N (; T () N 

SINCE 18S2 

2000 Lakeridge Drive SW • Olympia, Washington 98502-6045 • (360) 786-5500 

26 February 2002 

The Honorable Christine 0. Gregoire 
Attorney General of the State of Washington 
P.O. Box 40100 .. _,. 
plympia, WA 98504-0100 

GARY P. EDWARDS 
Sheriff 

RE: Appreciated Assistance by the Criminal Justice Division of your office in Seattle 

Dear Madrun Attorney General: 

The Thurston County Sheriffls Office is about to announce the arrest of a William E.­
Cosden, Jr., age 55, for murder. The crime occurred likely on 25 November 1973 - 28 
years ago. • It is referred to the prosecutor. for review and arrest warrant, as we write. A 
WSP crime lab matched the defendant's DNA to evidence from the 14-year-old female 
victim, then a runaway from Seattle. 

This case is resolved partially due to unexpected funding received by the State. The 
underlying atmosphere of sharing information is a core value, partially started by the 
office of the attorney general. Specifically, the Criminal Justice Division's work of 
putting police agencies in touch with each other to compare crimes has been valuable to 
our efforts. We now know, from your office, that our case may be unique in detail, with 
only one possible similarity in another county. That agency is alerted, but may have 
information that again makes it uninvolved. • 

We thank your office for creating the Division group and the work they do statewide,. 

Sinbrely ours, _ ~ 
- -~-~ 

. . 

Gary P. Edwards, Sheriff 



CASE NUMBER: 

VICTIM: 

fNCIDENT: 

DATE OF INCIDENT: 

LOCATION: 

SUSPECT: 

NOTE: 

DATE OF REPORT: 

THURSTON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

OFFICER'S REPORT 

73-17592-12 

Seattle, WA 

Murder 

Capt. Mark Curtis & Del. Dave Haller 

On or about 11/25/73 

Thurston County 

William Earl Cosden JR. 
DOB: 12-19-46 
Birth Place: Baltimore, MD 
SSNf 
DOC #249717 

See attached list of people for address/phones. 

February 15, 2002 

SYNOPSIS/INVESTIGATION 

Barbara E. and Dale S. Saling discovered the body of a female at the Camp Margaret McKenny at 

Capitol Forrest by the Waddle Creek parking lot. The victim was face down and her trousers had been cut 

down the middle, exposing buttocks. The Salings telephoned TCSO from the Cedar Creek Youth Camp 

via supervisor Ben Newnahm. This was December 6, 1973. 

Inspector Charles Graef and Chief Criminal Deputy Dwight Caron and Det. Lt. Don Snook and 

Sgt. Mike Cleland responded. Deputy Paul Buerger protected the area. Det. Paul Barclift arrived and the 

scene was processed. See Caron's report of 12-9-73. Coroner Hollis Fultz arrived, as did Olympia PD 

Capt. Bill Remsen, Det. Ron Schultz and Det. Ron Hopkins, (hoping the body was their missing person 

case, but was not). The body showed considerable animal activity at the tlu-oat area, likely where the 

E:\ l V330\73- l 7592 .OFF.doc Page I of38 



CASE NO.: 73-17592-12 

victim was attacked by a suspect. A "waffle-stomper" boot was missing from the scene. Olympia beer 

was present, as was a sh01i length of natural fiber rope. Also found was a small piece of bracelet metal. 

Thus, it appeared she maybe was bound, and the bracelet removed to conceal identification. Although the 

body was found face down, a 10/23/86 Crime Lab Report, by Lynn D. McIntire indicated that the victim 

bled while on her back position, in contrast to how she was found, face down. The coat pockets were cut 

with a sharp edged instrument, even though access was easy, otherwise. 

Also at the scene was Deputy Pat Sweeney that located part of a metal bracelet and Tricia 

Hamilton who went looking for the other boot and did not locate it. The body was removed for autopsy 

for 12/7 /73 in Lacey, WA. 

Olympia Police officer Elbert Davis and son Charles had spotted a boot on Waddle Creek Road, 4 

or 5 days prior to the body discovery, but possible road grader work may have covered it over. 

Officers thought that a small cut was seen on the neck. A Frank Vincenzi of Woodland Park Zoo 

was contacted re: animal behavior to explain the eating of the body by animals. 

The autopsy was conducted by Dr. Patrick E. Besant-Matthews who took a swab from the vaginal 

area, took photos, and wrote a rep01i. The swab was put into evidence and the item was tested for DNA 

very recently. It was determined to be the DNA of William E. Cosden Jr. See Lab Report. And more 

detail in this report, following. Also witnessing that autopsy were: 

Dr. Ronald Larson, D.D.S 

TCSO Lt. Don Snook 

Capt. W.W. "Tag" Frazier 

Capt. Harold Bade 

Coroner Hollis Fultz 

Chief Dwight Caron 

Joe West 

Dr. Delion 

Sgt. Henry Baesen 

Lacey Sgt. Don Smith 

Olympia PD Officer Frank Hamilton 

Olympia PD Officer Bill Eppenstein 

Lacey PD Officer Andy Kollmer 

Sgt. Paul Barclift 

Other photos were by Bade, West and Sgt. Paul Barclift. Blood screening for drugs and alcohol were sent 

to Dr. Ernest Thomas, State Toxicologist, and the screening was clear of alcohol and drugs. 

Note: Examination showed that a right posterior area of the scalp had a minimal subgaleal hemorrhage. 

The breasts were likely cut below the nipples. An abrasion on the knee was seen, hands soiled and the 

throat showed potentially being cnt. 

E:\l V330\73-l 7592.OFF.doc Page 2 of38 



CASE NO.: 73-17 592-12 

Positive Identification of the Victim: 

-Photos of- clothing, especially the coat, boots, decorations, facial photos (of a rebuilt neck) 

with face 

-William Devine gave permission to remove a tooth from his daughter's jaw and executed by court 

order by Judge Robert Doran 

-Dr. Ronald Larson, D.D.S cast the dental area of the victim 

-Dr. Stanford D. Pdnce, D.D.S. identified the victim's dental x-rays against the victim's King County 

Health Department Records. 

-Dr. William Bigelow helped with extracting the tooth and dental cast 

- family associate Charles F. Charbonneau identified the victim. 

-Delmer Bennett, and uncle to the victim identified her by forehead and nose 

-Victim friend, identified the earrings from the victim in detail 

-Seattle Police Det. Duane Holman saw the TCSO information and suggeste~ as his 

runaway report person. 

-TCSO Deputy Thomas Barte took her footprints for birth record comparison if needed. 

-Her grandfather Howard W. Devine re: her ring and jacket 

-And Dr. Stanford D. Prince identified the tooth as fro~ 

Observin hitch hikin south from 93rd and Aurora Ave north, Seattle, WA were (Nov 

25, 1973, I :30 p.m.) 

saw the truck as "blue", old, beat up, maybe a canopy of the same color, 

driven by heavy set, broad shoulder big man, shoulder length dark wavy hair. 

- stayed the night with her the night prior to running away, getting into 

an old truck, muddy dull brown, with Washington license plates, unknown. The driver wore a T-shirt, 

shoulder length hair, wavy, dark brown, well kept. The truck had "spray paint all over it" and had 

black upholster~ mentioned consuming anxiety medication the night before leaving. 

-WiH Roluich, of Chevrolet Motors, who sa-~hitch hike away in the truck on 11/25/73. He 

thought the truck was a Dodge, green in color, old, beat up, driven by a long haired, bearded man. We 

know that Cosden did have a 1961 Dodge flatbed trnck #G5 1234 on 11/30/75 when anested for rape. 

E:\I V330\73-l 7592.OFF.doc Page 3 of38 
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CASE NO. : 73-17592-12 

Aware of ntending to go to Oregon 

A) Kathy Morrison - not relocated 

B) who thought it was a spontaneous thing contemplated by - heading to 

Oregon. 

C) Delmer Bennett - uncle, aware only via victim's family 

La Verne "Beth" Bennett (LaBree) only via victim's family 

(the victim never arrived) .• had written that she would come to visit at Christmas time. 

Early Suspicions of William Earl Cosden Jr. 

The Sheriffs Office received an anonymous telephone tip that Cosden Jr. of the Restover truck Stop 

(served time for murder once), was up at Capitol Peak on 12/1/73 in a truck. The caller gave no futther 

information on 12/10/73. This was tlu-ee days before the sheriffs office printed up a bulletin and sent out 

to the public looking for witnesses 12/13/73, the same day as her death announcement in the Olympian, 

and the same day we passed out these bulletins to every gas station, motel or restaurant between Grand 

Mound and Seattle, at each I-5 exit. The public learned of the finding of the body 011 12/7/73. A sketch 

and photo of pa11 of her clothing was published 12/9/73 and her facial profile was puhlished 12/10/73. 

Margaret Howe11 had suspicion of Cosden very early in the investigation. She called in a tip that we 

catutot now document. Years later, we received a tip dated 1/24/89 from a concerned citizen. This person 

suggested we not look al Ted Bundy, but check specifically with the Piney Point, Maryland Sheriffs 

Depat1ment regarding Bill Cosden Jr., who lived at Scott Lake "then". The use of the word "then" was 

not clear, i.e. meaning the time of the murder, or, the time of the murder case in Maryland. 

To explain, Cosden Jr. was accused of the murder of 21 year old Helen Patricia Pilkerton who was 

found 4/16/67 on Flat Iron Road, face down jn a culve1t ditch. The face down info is not the only 

similarity to - Pilke11on had been stabbed in the chest, breast, and she was transpo1ted away from 

the attack scene to the dumpsite. Sex was also part of that clime. Pilkerton also had wounds on the head, 

asdid -

On 1/9/73, Cosden came into the TCSO and applied for a concealed weapons permit. His application 

included admission of the above murder arrest in Maryland, and sent to a mental hospital. Undersheriff 

Jack Crawford denied the permit and sent to Maryland for the police report. Thus, we were aware of 

Cosden. 
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Sgt. Paul Barclift began to work on Cosden as a murder person of interest. Cosden claimed to be 

victim of at least 5 fires, most significantly the fire on 11 /26/73 0220 hours. His 1972 International ¾ ton 

4x4 pickup, license #GE5514 was fully gassed up at the family business at 93 rd and 1-5 early A.m. the 

truck had a canopy and a carpet laid in the pickup bed. The fire occurred on Case Road. This particular 

day/night date is the same as- is believed to have come through Thurston County. Cosden's truck 

stop fami]y business was a natural p]ace for hitch hikers to seek a ride, food and relief. Barclift was to 

Jater interview the truck stop employee Carl Clark, who noticed Cosden Jr. had a stain on his clothing. 

Clark and coworker Bill Shears saw Cosden drive off, as Clark said he wouldn't be surprised if he found 

Cosden' s truck on fire on the way home, as they were aware of Cosden• s reputation at the workplace. 

- hitch hiked away from 91st and Aurora Avenue in Seattle at 1330 hours, seen by -

as well as from across the street. 

We now have a witness to seeing blood. He is David W. Perschon, DOB 01 -07-27, who had done 

some work around the Restover Truck Stop for Bill Cosden Sr. David was aware of the theft reputation 

of Bill Jr. Suspecting Jr. may be responsible for stealing David's tire rims, he went looking around the 

truck stop. with Tim Cosden present, David looked inside Cosden JR's International pickup truck with 

canopy. He saw coagulated blood on a sleeping bag, partially covering a "dark waffle-stomper shoe with 

wide yellow diamond decoration in the shoe laces". He could not recall which shoe it was. This was 

between 2200 and 2300 hours of what we know to be 11 /25/73, recalled as the night before the fire of the 

same truck. 

One employee was a Ben Hicks on duty at the time, but not right there to see the blood and shoe. A 

similar described shoe was viewed in evidence by Capt. Curtis, Det. Haller and Deputy P.A. Harju. The 

shoe lace hooks do shine brightly and could have been what Perschon saw as "decorations". The shoe in 

evidence is a waffle-stomper from the victim's body. Perschon gave a taped statement that indicated the 

shoe laces had yellow diamonds in the laces. This is just slight different to what he said before the taped 

statement to Curtis. Earlier, it was a "diamond decoration", just slightly different. 

Perschon was not focussed on the b]oody sleeping bag, but rather focussed at finding his tire rims, 

which he never found. 

Bill Jr. had come out of the toilet area, caught Perschon looking in the truck. Bill Jr. said he shot a 

deer and had not cleaned it up yet, and kicked them (David and Tim Cosden) out of there and Jocked the 

door of the shop. David did recal1 seeing gun stocks under the sleeping bag, a point of conflict with wbat 
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Bill told Clark as the truck was burning on Case Road. There, Bill Jr. said he just barely got his gun out 

of the truck, meaning cab of truck. We are unclear if David saw one or more gun stocks. 

Perschon was also aware of Bill and Tim Cosden saying they had been deer hunting all between 

Littlerock and Rochester in the hills and over to Millersylvania (in the past). (This point is a concern to 

us, due to another female body found in 1974 at the edge of the Millersylvania State Park, near where 

Bill Jr. resided). 

Other Fires of Interest: 

(Yet another tip comes into TCSO on the 4/15/74, fire indicating fraud) 

A/15/74 The Cosden Jr. home burned at Scott Lake 

-1/29/74 The Cosden Jr. bathroom caught fire 

-7/15/75 The Cosden business suffered a pump house fire at the work station of Bill Jr. 

-8/10/75 Cosden Jr. repo11ed his '73 Ford white/red pickup #GR46 l 8 stolen and set afire near his 

work place 

-10/27/75 Cosden Jr. rep011ed a burglary and arson to a pole building off Shelley Road, used as his 

residence. 

A Felony Crime of Rape was charged on Cosden Jr. re: an early morning assault and rape of a woman on 

11/30/75. Cosden had offered to make sure she drove home safely in the snow. He slid into some 

potential trouble, she stopped at an intersection to check on him. She turned to go to her vehicle and 

he hit her on the back of the head with a large rubber mallet, which causes us to see a comparison to 

- The victim asked him not to hurt her again and would do as he wished if he did not hurt her 

again. Cosden put her in his vehicle, left hers rwrning and took her to a remote place on the Shelley 

Road off Maytown Road. She was twice raped, grabbed by the neck and said he was doing the same 

thing as "Ted", (meaning Ted Bundy, we surmised later). The victim talked her way out of more 

assault by flattering Cosden, who then took her back to her car. His '61 Dodge pickup also caused us 

concern, due to the vehicle description that was described in Seattle, giving- a ride south. For 

this, Cosden was convicted and sent to prison where he is today. Very recently Cosden was 

interviewed by Det. Dave Haller and Deputy Tim Rudloff on 1/4/02. Cosden now admits he raped the 

'75 victim Bev Fredericks. He earlier denied it. See this case file and news publications showing 

quite a different claim on his part, at the time. #75-21181-11. 
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trailer, did not stay the night, did not hunt, and left. The two did not have sex in the presence of 

Brad. 

Baker saw no elk or deer in the presence of Cosden, nor did he ever do so. Cosden may have told 

his wife of hunting with Baker on that day, but Cosden was untruthful on that point. 

We also contacted Baker's ex wife, Nancy Bier-Goudy, now of King Salmon, Alaska, 907-246-

7773. She recalls her husband Bradley returned from that hunting trip as irritated that Cosden Jr. 

brought up the teenage girl. Nancy recalled Bradley said the girl was screaming a lot, tossed over 

Cosden's truck, but acted willing as a participant, as Bill was "getting it on with the girl.'' 

On the other hand, Nancy had some trouble herself with Bill Cosden Jr. He was trying to "visit" 

her during the day at her home while her husband was at work. She denied him entry, fearing him, 

and the attempted visits stopped. 

8. (Ret.) Sgt. Paul Barclift did identify the girl. She is still known as DOB: 

- 60, who bad been at the Skyway for Youth group home at Waddle Creek Road in Thurston 

County in 1974. - informed Barclift that Cosden Jr. made atternpts at having sex with her 

that day, but she declined. 

Cosden's wife was aware that her husband was going to take the - girl camping. Rita 

(Cosden) Luce was supposed to go with them, but did not. And, she was not comfortable with her 

husband taking the girl anyway. 

Other girls at Skyway for Youth had been uncomfortable with Cosden Jr. See early reports. They 

were not relocated: 

Cosden Jr. had made alcohol available to them and had come upon them swimming nude in the 

creek. He held a towel up for one girl to wrap herself, but peered over the top of it, denying 

privacy. 
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9. David W. Perschon-DOB: 01/07/27 

On 1/22/02, David was interviewed at his home. He very clearly recalls the night the Cosden Jr. 

International pickup burned. Earlier that night, actually close to 11 :00 PM, some 4 hours before 

the fire of 11/26/73. See above explanation of him seeing coagulated blood in the Cosden Jr. 

pickup bed. (In relationship to the truck fire). 

10. Margaret L. (Cosden) Howell 

Ex-wife of Tim Cosden, ex-sister in law to Bill Cosden Jr. She suffered from psychological stress 

from Bill Jr. telling her how he killed children while in Vietnam. Also, Cosden Jr. would come to 

her home and talk like they had some affair. She would rebuff him. But one day, Bill Jr. pushed 

her back to the bedroom, causing her to fall on the bed, breaking it. He had her pinned to the bed 

(much like his sister would recall) and Margaret yelled out and "Tom" a neighbor, came over to 

stop whatever was going on. Margaret was sure she was going to be raped. "Tom" put an end to 

that. See her statement. 

Interviews with William Cosden Jr. 

A) Was 4/25/95 at Twin Rivers, Monroe Washington by Mark Curtis. 

He waived his rights, declined to permit a tape recorder, but talked with Curtis. Present at his 

request was his counselor, Shirley Grey, at 1039 hours. Bill was in the treatment for sexual 

psychopath. He told of things that were inconsistent and uncorroborated, using bravado to 

impress. Contrary to his words, he never was a machine gunner, nor Marine Corps recon, nor a 

POW, nor helping tend to the dead, according to his military records. These are things he would 

claim to former coworkers. Bill went on to claim only 3 weeks in the military hospital, but was in 

as a patient different times that added up. See the report of 4/27/95. 

Bill did claim of killing a lieutenant earlier. And on 4/25/95 he claimed killing several military 

persons which we cannot corroborate. He told his wife and sister Karen of "having to kill kids". 

We cannot corroborate that either. None of this multi-person taking of lives is verifiable in any 

known way. 
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Concerning the I 967 murder and rape of Helen Pilkerton in Maryland, Bill now remembers doing 

the crime and described how it "possibly" happened, using a cue stick to stab her. See reports. 

She was raped. 

Concerning Bill Cosden's taking a teenaged girl elk hunting, Bill admits that and her age was 12 

years old. But he denies abusing her, because "she was not family" and "it would be weird to rape 

a stranger'' but not a family member. 

Not being a family member did not sto Cosden from trying to have sex with her. Sgt. Paul 

Barclift interviewed her, 1/31/78. She i OB ~ O. She recalled Cosden 

teaching self defense to herself and other girls of the Skyway for Youth home. He often would 

brnsh up against her breasts and encroached on them when they were swimming nude in a creek. 

He offered a towel for one girl as he watched over the top. On the camping trip, "Cosden did try 

to have sex with her several times". She declined. He tried to get her drunk on rum but did not 

succeed. She was actually 14 or 15 then, not 12 as he may have thought. 

Cosden also admitted he took a 13 year old girJ to his home, intoxicated after swimming nude in 

a pond by 93rd and I-5, with Bill and her family. The mother of the girl had to caJled his home the 

next day to look for the girl. Rita (Cosden) Luce found the girl outside in their vehicle, nude from 

the waist down, and cold. Bill does not admit to any sexual contact with the girl who has never 

been identHi.ed by name. Her mother did arrive and remove her from the Cosden vehicle. 

Bill Cosden claimed he was raped as a child, a point not given credibility by his mother, Janet 

Cosden. Bill claimed the rape occurred in the bath tub, but Janet said they only had a shower, no 

tub. Other inconsistent claims are refuted by his family. See the 4/25/95 repol1 by Cu11is. 

Bill Cosden denied the murder of the girl found at Capitol Peak area, denied blood was seen on 

his clothing and denied another murder of a girl found at the edge of Millersylvania State Park. 

Also see the May 5, 1995 addendum report by Curtis and military records that include noting that 

Bill Cosden Jr. had an almost uncontrollable urge to kill other Marines. 
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Cosden was also found (by Twin Rivers staff) to have in his possession, an extensive manuscript 

of interest. It is a front to back writing to extreme sex abuse of a young female, written in third 

person. Cosden admitted writing it and claimed he considered it as part of his therapy. The key 

points of this writing included: 

-the use of the rope to bind his victim 

-use of a knife to cut "Mary's" jeans off: starting at the waist ending at the crotch. 

These points are strikingly similar to th ase. 

B) June 27, 1986 Interview by Det. Joe Vukich and Brian Schoening 

C) 

D) 

At McNeil Island Penitentiary. He waived his rights. In that interview, Cosden said he 

was not familiar with the Margaret McKenny Campground, yet he would have gone by 

this camp each day he drove to Skyway Group home. Cosden now claimed he was 

spotlighting for deer in Yelm, not at Capitol Peak (area), on 11/26/73. He said he had not 

know and had never seen her. Cosden did admit having sex with two hitch 

hikers, and did not like hitch hikers. He de1tied remembering any blood stains on his 

clothing. 

July 1/ 1986, Cosden read the Miranda warning and refused to waive any rights. Dets 

Schoening and Vukich served a search warrant on Cosden for blood, hair, saliva to be 

used later in any analysis of criminal evidence. 

Friday, January 4, 2002, interview of Cosden by Det. David Haller and Deputy Tim 

Rudloff at the McNeil Island Penitentiary. 

Monday, January 7, 2002 interview of Cosden by Haller and Rudloff 
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SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

By: Det. D. H. Haller 159 

NARRATIVE: 

In November of 2001 I was made aware of a DNA match on a suspect in an unsolved 1973 Homicide 

where the victim was a foUl1een year old female identified as I was contacted 

by Captain Kimball and it was requested I assist Captain Curtis with the investigation of the case. 

Captain Curtis had remained current with the case documenting evidence, statements and relevant 

information as it came to light from the time of the original finding of- I reviewed the case file 

in preparation to interview the identified suspect, William E. Cosden Jr., who was cmrently serving out a 

sentence at the McNeil Island Corrections Center located in· Pierce county. I reviewed all reports, 

statements, photo>s and other information in the file making mental note of all significant area's relating 

to the murder of

On 12/14/01 I attended a meeting with Captain Kimball, Captain Curtis, Undersheriff McClanahan, Lt. 

Watkins, retired Sgt. Barcliff and Deputy Prosecuting Attorney Haiju. It was decided in that meeting that 

I would contact and attempt to interview Cosden in early January of 2002. 

On 12/18/01 I contacted DOC Investigator Kelly Frake telephonically and verified Cosden was still an 

inmate serving out a sentence at McNeil Island. I requested that she research and identify present and 

past cell mates of Cosden explaining I would be needing to interview each. I advised her that I needed to 

set up a time and date to interview Cosden explaining he was a suspect in a 1973 homicide that now had 

a DNA match identifying him. January 3rd
, 2001, was the date set up for the Cosden interview. In the 

interim I took advantage of time to continue to review the case file and the case Cosden was currently 

serving his sentence on. I noted that in that case Cosden never admitted to assaulting or raping the victim 

even after being convicted and sentenced to 48 years. He was interviewed by Det. Vukich and Det. 

Schoening of this agency in 1986 and continued to deny any wrongdoing in that case during those 

interviews. I also noted in that interview Cosden was questioned about - and denied ever having 

any contact with her and denied even knowing her which was noted in Det. Vukich's notes. I noted a 

series of events that showed a pattern which coupled with the DNA evidence indicated that Cosden was 
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the person responsible for the death of - Cosden was acquitted of a homicide in the State of 

Maryland by reason of insanity in 1967 and was committed to four years in the state mental hospital as a 

result. In that case the victim was stabbed numerous times and raped, lived approximately three hours 

and then her body was dumped into a canal where she was found by authorities. While that was under 

investigation Cosden was found by his father to have blood stained clothing and was taken by his father 

to law enforcement who then connected him to that homicide. His father was supportive of Cosden 

tlu-ough that whole process and shortly after his committal moved his entire family to the west coast 

where he bought and operated the Restover Truck Stop located on 93 rd Ave. SW and southbound 1-5. 

Cosden was found sane and released in 1971 and joined his family on tbe west coast where he went to 

work for his father at the truck stop. As a result of known information at the time Detectives were able to 

author and receive a search warrant to obtain comparison samples of Cosden's blood, hair and saliva. 

That search warrant was served on him that same year and samples were taken and booked into evidence. 

The WSP lab did comparisons on hair and were not able to eliminate Cosden as a suspect at that time. 

Other information noted concerned a witness that was found and interviewed in 1977 who remembered 

Cosden driving into the Restover Truck Stop the early morning hours of November 2611
', 1973 in his 1974 

International pickup truck. The truck had driven onto the property from the west heading east on what 

was then known as Lathrop Rd, known this date as 93rd SW. The witness observed Cosden to be wearing 

a coat that had what appeared to be blood stains on it, observed a knife on his waistband in a sheath and 

asked him where he had been. Cosden told the witness he had been in Capitol Forrest poaching. Capitol 

Forrest is located to the west of the truck stop. The witness stated he observed Cosden fill up his truck 

with 40 gallons of gasoline then drive off the property heading eastbound on Lathrnp. As that witness left 

work and drove south on Case Road he observed Cosden's pickup truck parked and on fire on the side of 

the road. Cosden reported the fire to the Thurston County Sheriff' s Office and Deputy Zimmaro 

responded and took a report of that incident. The fire occurred at approximately 0220, on the 26th of 

Novembe1- was last seen alive and hitchhiking in Seattle on November 25111
, 1973. Her body 

was found in Capitol Fon-est at the Margaret McKinney campground on December 611\ 1973. Time of 

death was estimated to be bet\veen November 25111 and December 3rd
, 1973. The fire would be consistent 

with a person(s) involved in illegal activity where a vehicle was used and it was determined it needed to 

be destroyed due to the possibility of evidence of the crime being discovered by investigating law 

enfoicement officials. 
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Based on this and other information I went to McNeil Island on 0 1/03/02 accompanied by Deputy Tim 

Rudloff. It was determined that in prior contacts Cosden would not allow investigating officers to record 

any conversations with him. Deputy Rudloff is an experienced note taker known for his accuracy while 

employed as a Deputy with this office. We met with Cosden in Investigator Frakes office and I 

introduced myself and Deputy Rudloff. I explained to Cosden my purpose for being there and speaking 

with him. I advised him that I was asked to take up an old unsolved case by administration of my agency 

and had found while reviewing that case that he had been talked to about it in the 80's. I then advised him 

since he was in custody as a matter of formality I needed to advise him of his Miranda Rights and then 

read him those rights which he stated he understood and waived. His attitude at that time was very 

relaxed both physically and verbally. He was seated in a chair facing me, arms relaxed, hands resting on 

his legs, feet spread and leaning back in the chair. I stmted the interview updating him on the detectives 

who had interviewed him in the 80's and asked him if he remembered that interview or those detectives. 

He stated he did not remember the detectives but did remember the interview about a homicide but did 

not remember details. I then pulled out three pictures I had taken with me to show Cosden. They were 

two color pictures ot-and one black and white picture of the coat she was wearing at the time 

she ran away from home on November 2511\ 1973, and which she was still wearing when her body was 

found. I placed the two color pictures o~ on the desk in front of me and asked Cosden to look 

carefully at those pictures. He looked at each for a moment. When he leaned back I asked him if he had 

ever seen that person before, he stated no he had not. I asked him if he had ever been with that person 

before, he stated he had not. I asked him if he had ever has sex with that person before, he stated he had 

not. I then picked up those two pictures and placed the black and white pictlU·e on the table and asked him 

to look carefully at it. He leaned forward and looked at that picture. When he leaned back I asked him if 

he recalled ever seeing that coat before, he stated he had not. I asked Cosden if he ever heard the name 

He stated he thought that was the name of the person the other detectives had asked 

him about back in the 80's. I discussed with him briefly a few of the points discussed by those detectives 

with him back in the 80's in an effo1t to revive his memory of that interview, he was non responsive to 

my questions advising me that was a long time ago. In an effort to help him remember the time frame of 

this investigation I asked him if he remembered the night his truck caught on fire on Case Rd. He perked 

up and stated he did remember that night and remembered it well. I asked him what happened. He stated 

he had pulled into the truck stop and filled his gas tanks, was driving home and saw a glow in his rear 

view mirror and realized his truck was on fire and jumped out. I asked what had happened to the truck 
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and he stated it was destroyed. I asked him where he had been prior to fueling up the trnck. He replied 

that he recalled his wife being mad at him and so he was probably doing what he did to relax and that 

was to go poaching. I asked him if he remembered where he went poaching that night. He hesitated, 

leaned forward, thought for a few seconds and then stated Yelm, but didn't seem to be sure of his answer. 

I then asked him if he knew where the Margaret McKinney camp ground was in capitol forest. He 

hesitated again then stated he wasn't sure. I explained to him that in his previous interview with 

detectives in the 80's he had claimed not to know where that camp ground was. I asked him if he 

remembered where he used to teach karate to young girls. He stated he did remember that. I asked if he 

remembered where that place was and he stated he did. I asked him ifhe used Waddle Creek Road to get 

to that location from the Littlerock area and he stated he did. He then stated he thought he remembered 

where that camp ground was describing its location on Waddle Creek Rd .. I asked him if that was the 

area he was poaching in the night of his truck fire. He stated he was not poaching in that area due to the 

area not having any game in it. I asked him what he meant. He explained that due to the motorcycle trails 

and noise game had left the area and was no where to be found up there thus it was not a place to go 

hunting. I then asked Cosden what kind of firearm he used when poaching. He recalled having a pistol 

and at least two rifles. I asked him if he remembered pulling a rifle out of the tluck the night of the fire. 

He stated that was the only thing he was able to save out of the fire. I asked him what else was in the 

truck and he replied all his camera equipment explaining he was a hobby photographer at that time. I 

asked him what other items he carried with him to use when poaching. He asked me to explain. I 

explained to him I was not and never had been a deer hunter and wanted to know what kind of equipment 

a person would need to keep with them if a deer was found, shot and killed. He replied that he had a knife 

that he usually carried on his belt. I asked if he would need rope after he explained he would bleed a deer 

out then gut it. He was non responsive to that question. I asked him to explain how he bled a deer out, he 

was non responsive to that question. I asked him if he remembered what knife he had on that night, he 

stated he didn't. I asked him if he knew what ever happened to his hunting knife, he was non responsive. 

His only response in those series of questions was that when he did get a deer he would bleed it out and 

gut it quickly so as not to get caught. I asked Cosden what happened to his personal property after he was 

convicted and sent to prison. He didn't know what I meant and I clarified my question asking him what 

may have happened to his personal property at his home when he got locked up. He stated he had no idea 

where that property had gone and speculated that his ex wife Rita had gotten everything and had probably 

thrown it all away. I asked Cosden if he had been having any visitors or been staying in contact with his 
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family. He stated he never gets visitors and his family has not contacted him in many years. I asked 

Cosden if he recognized the name Brenda Baker. He stated he did not. I asked him if he remembered 

being questioned about Brenda Baker when the detectives talked to him in the 80's. He stated he did not 

recall her name being discussed during that interview. I told Cosden that I had reviewed the case report 

involving the rape he was serving out his sentence on as well as his comments to the press and detectives 

in the 80's about that case and his continual denial of any wrongdoing even when he testified at his own 

trial. I asked him if that was still his position regarding that conviction. He began to get teary eyed, stated 

he had denied it for a long time but now admitted it was rape and he was responsible for that rape. He 

stated he was sorry for what he did and did not understand at that time his anger and violence. He 

claimed he was told by a psychiatrist that it all stemmed from him striking his father. I then asked him 

about the homicide he committed in Maryland. I advised him I knew he was sent to a mental hospital for 

four years and claimed at that time he did not remember anything about what he had done to that girl. 

Cosden advised me that he did remember what he did to her saying he knew he had raped her and knew 

he had beat her to death leaving her in the water. I asked him if his father was very helpful in keeping 

him out of prison regarding that incident. His reply was that is what he should have done. I went on to 

explain my understanding of youth, puberty and the effects that has on young males in the area of 

fantasies and how some never out grow their fantasies and some even act on them. I asked Cosden if he 

remembered any of his fantasies from his youth. His only reply to that question was that believed 

fantasies were dreams that should not be acted on, they were not real. I asked Cosden about his military 

career explaining I had reviewed what he had told others in regard to his service in Viet Nam. I asked 

him if he had killed anyone while in Viet Nam. He stated he had accidentally killed one marine while 

responding to an ambush explaining the marine stepped into his line of fire. I asked him if he had shot 

any other soldiers, he stated he had not. I asked if he had shot any civilians like women and children, he 

stated he had not. I asked him if he had told the detectives in the 80's who had interviewed him that he 

had shot other marines as well as a woman and child, he stated he did not tell them that. I advised Cosden 

that I had his military records and showed him a manila envelope that I had taken with me to the 

interview which contained a copy of his complete military record. He asked me where I got it and I had 

him look at the return address on the envelope. He stated after looking at the address that I did not have 

all of his military records and needed to contact Langley indicating there may be a secret military file on 

him there. I asked him how he felt about hitchhikers at the family business at the Restover Trnck Stop. 

He stated that hitchhikers never bothered him. I asked him if he ever dated or had sex with any of the 
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girls that would come tluough the truck stop hitchhiking. He stated that he was positive that he had not 

explaining that was not only where he worked but his father worked also. I advised him that he claimed 

to have sex with two girls who had come through the truck stop hitchhiking when interviewed by 

detectives in the 80's. He replied that he had not told them that. I asked him if he remembered his wife at 

the time finding a half naked thirteen year old in the back seat of his car. He stated he did not remember 

that. I asked him if he remembered skinny dipping in a pond behind the truck stop with a woman and her 

two girls, he stated that could have happened but did not remember it specifically. I reminded him that 

his wife knew the woman also and that she had called his home looking for her daughter who turned out 

to be the half naked thirteen year old found in the back seat of his vehicle by her. He stated he didn' t 

remember that. At that time I shared religion with him to get a take on his position in that regard. He 

stated he read the bible and went to church about once a month. I encouraged him at that time to be 

truthful about the night of the truck fire and any knowledge of~ e was non responsive to that 

encouragement. At this point I advised him of the DNA result showing him a copy of tl~e WSP crime lab 

report and reading the section to him on the findings. I to1d him that the DNA report positively identified 

him as being the person who had deposited sperm inside the vagina of nd asked him if 

he bad never seen her before or had any contact with her before how coul.d his sperm have gotten inside 

her vagjna. As I was advising him of the DNA information I observed his posture to change dramatically, 

his legs to come together, he leaned forward, shoulders hunched up and arms crossed. He started blinking 

his eyes quickly and biting his lower lip with his mouth closed. This was typical of other persons I have 

interviewed in criminal matters who took a defensive pose when confronted with facts implicating their 

involvement. His response to my question was not I did not kill her but was ,"I haven't killed anyone." 

"It can' t be right." He repeated that exact statement three times. I asked him to clarify what he meant by 

his statement that it can' t be l'ight asking hi.m if he was saying the lab made a mistake or error. His only 

response was again, "I haven't killed anyone, it can't be right." I then asked three specific questions: " 

" His response to that question was, "No." Did you have sex with 

?" His rnsponse was ,"No, I don't think so." "Did you ever meet " 

His response was, "No. I have no idea, it was a long time ago." Cosden began crying and I changed the 

subject asking him questions about his time in prison. I then asked him if he remembered committing any 

other rapes besides the one he was serving out his sentence on. He looked at me and said, "yes I have." I 

asked him if he knew who those persons were. He responded as fo llows: " You don't understand 

anything about rape. When you rape someone you turn them away from you so you don't have to look at 
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their face. When you look into their face your seeing yourself." As he was telling me this his eyes went 

blank and he stared off to his right slightly, he raised his hands cupping them as if he had grabbed 

someone, twisted his hands to his right and away from himself as if showing me how he controlled his 

victim while raping them. The look in his eyes was that of a person reJiving an incident. His eyelids came 

together slightly, his eyebrows came together and slightly down and the general look was similar to that 

of a person in a rage. I tried to question him further on what he had described but he refused to talk 

forther about it. I explained to him that the statute of limitations had run out a long time ago on any 

incident involving a rape. He responded th.at he knew that and was aware of what the law said in that 

regard. He again stated he had not killed anyone. I took a different stand with him at that time and 

explained to him the death penalty was not in force at the time o~ homicide. He did not 

respond. I explained that nothing would change for him even on conviction for this homicide since he 

himself had already told me in the interview he did not expect to live long enough to get out at the 

completion of his sentence ion 2024. He only responded that he had not killed anyone. I told him not only 

did family need closure on this matter but his own family needed it also, he did not respond. 

The interview was stopped at this point and he left the room still in tears. 

On O 1/07 /02 myself and Deputy Rudloff returned to McNeil Island for a second interview with Cosden. I 

asked Cosden if he wanted to talk with us anymore about the homicide. He stated he was okay with that 

and to go ahead and ask him whatever I liked. Cosden was relaxed and calm from the beginning of the 

interview. I asked him if he remembered any more about the contact in the 80's with detectives from this 

agency. He stated he remembered that they had a comt order to take his hair and body fluid samples. He 

was upset about it thinking his sister was setting him up because she was married to a cop who was out to 

get him. He claimed he understood that now because of what he had done to his sisters. I asked him if 

those were the incidents he was referring to when he had told me he had raped others. He responded it 

was. He went on to explain how his behavior damaged others mentally for life and he was sorry for that 

becoming watery eyed again. I advised him I had read statements made by both of his younger sisters 

regarding his from the time they were very small . He did not respond to that 

information. I asked him about what he thought the future held for him. He stated his sentence was up by 

2024 but he did not think he would live half that long now. He expressed some hope at that time of 

getting out some day. I shared with him his mothers cun-ent health in the hope he would take into 

consideration her need for closure. He was slightly interested in the info1mation but it did not appear to 
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have any effect on him. I asked him again about the persons he stated he had raped at the end of the last 

interview and asked him to explain what he meant by not being able to look into their face without seeing 

yourself. He stated the thing about rape was it was all about control not penetration. I again tried to 

clarify information about other rapes he may have committed, he refused to respond. I left that area of 

questioning and attempted to get more information about his childhood and puberty, home enviromuent 

and home life. He told me about an abusive father who would lmock him out of a chair jf he did not get 

his answers right. He described an incident involving a math questions he had missed and was struck by 

his father. He stated he wanted to get a gun and blow his head off but decided not to because it was his 

father and the family needed him for monetary support. He claimed since that time he did not want to see 

another day and wanted to get away from the family. He again became teary eyed as he was explaining 

this. He stated this was the time he began doing things wrong in a deliberate effort to get his family to 

throw him out so he would not have to have anything to do with them again. He went on to explain his 

childhood was normal other than that. I asked him to explain his reasoning behind 

~ e avoided a response to that question but went on to explain that he knew it wasn't right at the 

time he was doing it. I asked him how he had avoided getting caught by his parents when involved in that 

kind of activity. He stated he did nothing to keep from being caught and in fact wanted to be caught but 

his parents disregarded his activity and did nothing to stop him. He again stated that would have been a 

way for him to get away from his abusive father. He continued to cry during this part of the interview but 

remained relaxed in his posture and body language. I went back to his claim of faith and asked him to be 

more forthcoming about information the night of the truck fire and his knowledge of 

His response was different this time. He stated he had been thinking about things since our last 

conversation and he wanted to tell us that he did in fact have contact with on the day of 

the truck fire. At that point Cosden leaned forward glaring at my partner Deputy Rudloff who was 

listening but not writing and raising his voice stated, " What are you doing! You better pick up your 

fucking pad and get all this shit down! You don't want to miss any of this, thfa is what you've been 

waiting for!" He then went into a description of his contact with- that was fairly well thought 

out since our last contact with him four days prior. He stated he had met - at the truck stop the 

night of the truck fire. She was hitchhiking south and was looking for a ride. He did not recall where she 

was trying to get to, only that she was headed south. He explained he was able to remember her because 

of her last name- stating he joked with her about that by sharing with her when she told him her 

last name being so - He claimed he couldn't tell her age and he never asked. He stated he 
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offered to provide a ride south for her but one favor meant another favor from her. I asked him what he 

meant by that. He stated he told her he would want sex for the ride. He said she agreed and he got her a 

room at the motel part of the truck stop stating he had told her he would give her the ride in the morning. 

I asked him which room, he stated on the freeway side about half way down from the restaurant. I asked 

him if he registered her into the rnom, he stated he did not. He stated he had free run of the place and the 

rooms were something he could take advantage of. He went on to explain after he got her settled into the 

room he decided to go poaching and did so in the Yelm area stating they did not have sex at that time. He 

returned to the truck stop later on that night and went to the same room where he claims ~ as 

staying. He went in and stated- asked him what he wanted and he reminded her of their 

agreement, one favor for another. He stated she agreed and they had sex together both vaginal and anal. 

After they had finished he stated he went to take and shower and clean up, when he came out she was 

gone. He left the room and as he was walking by the lounge by the PUD office he saw her sitting inside . 

He claimed she would not look in his direction so he kept going, got his pickup truck and filled both 

tanks full. He then drove towards him home and that was when the truck caught on foe on Case Road. I 

asked him about what time of night it was when all this took place. He explained he thought it was 

around two in the morning when he last sa~ sitting in the lounge and he left. I told Cosden it 

was obvious to me by his description of the events that he did recall having contact with- and 

questioned him as to why he did not reveal that information to the detectives who had talked to him in the 

80,s. His only explanation for that was he knew it was a crime to have sex with minor. I reminded him 

that the statute oflimitations had long run out in the 80>s and he again stated he was aware of that but had 

no further explanation of why he had not revealed the information sooner. After listening to his claimed 

recollection of his contact with~ advised him that it did not surprise me that he would come up 

with a story like that to explain the presence of his DNA in-vagina. I again shared the need 

for closure fo family as well as his own family and himself to which he would not respond 

only stating he had not killed anyone. At that point it was obvious he was not going to say anything 

fu11her about the incident and I asked him if he now felt he would need a lawyer> he stated he would and 

the interview was stopped at that point. 

In sununary of these interviews the following points were noted by this investigator: 
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When shown photo's of the victim Cosden claimed to never have seen her, never to have had sex with 

her and never had been with her. 

He remembers the night of his truck fire clearly and does not mention any contact with the victim. In the 

second interview he places himself with the victim that same night. This was after he was advised of the 

DNA match in the first interview. 

In previous interviews he claimed to have been poaching in the Yelm area the night of the truck fire. He 

advised his co-worker he had been poaching in Capital Forest and was seen driving his truck onto the 

truck stop property, going directly to the gas pumps, coming from the west heading east on Lathrop Rd. 

the night of the that trnck fire. After filling both tanks he drove off to the east where the truck burned 

under suspicious circumstances. There was no indication he had gone elsewhere, come from a different 

direction, was with anyone else or had contact with anyone else when seen that night. He claims 

different, again after being advised of the DNA match, claiming to have returned from poaching and 

going to the room where he had sex with the victim, then went to his pickup trnck filling both tanks and 

leaving alone. 

He claimed in previous interviews and these interviews not to know where the Margaret McKinney camp 

ground was. He was known to hunt that area regularly and drove past the campground regularly when 

going to teach young girls karate which he remembered doing. The victim's body was dumped in that 

campground. 

He claimed not to know what had happened to his personal property after he was convicted of rape and 

sentenced. I had interviewed both his mother and ex wife in regards to his personal property and was 

advised he knew the property had been stored in his mothers attic every since his conviction and 

sentencing. 

He had denied any wrong doing regarding the rape he was convicted of until he learned in order to be 

considered eligible for parole he needed to admit his wrong doing and complete sex offender programs. 

He now admits to raping that victim and unidentified others and expressed the hope of being released. 

E:\l V330\73-l 7592.OFF.doc Page 23 of38 



CASE NO.: 73-17592-12 

He denied any memory of the homicide he committed in 1967 in Maryland, however was able to describe 

what happened when interviewed in the 80's by this agencies detectives, still denying that he could 

remember it. He admitted in these inte1views that he remembered that incident clearly and had lied about 

not remembering it. He went on to describe what he had done and claimed his fathers help was the right 

thing for him to do at that time. 

He claimed his actions were due to his father's sever physical punislm1ent when he failed to perform up 

to expectations in his school work. An interview with his mother, brother and sister refuted that claim. I 

was advised his father was rough on him verbally and very rarely hit or spanked him. 

When inte1viewed in the 80' s he claimed to have shot marines as well as a woman and child while in the 

marines and in Viet Nam. I asked him if he had shot anyone while in Viet Nam. He stated he shot one 

marine by accident in an ambush and stated he never shot women or children and had not told detectives 

he had. 

He claimed he did not mind hitchhikers coming through his parents truck stop, stating their presence did 

not bother him. A co-worker at the truck stop advised in a previous interview William Cosden Jr. could 

not stand hitchhikers. 

He claimed he had never had sex with female hitchhikers. When told that when interviewed in the 80's 

he had told detectives from this agency that he had sex with two separate female hitchhikers, he stated he 

had not told them that. Again, after being advised of the DNA match he changed his story again and 

claimed to have had sex with a female hitchhiker, that female being the victim in this case. 

When advised of the DNA match his body language changed dramatically both physically as well as 

verbally. 

When advised of the DNA match his only responses were he had not killed anyone and it could not be 

right. When given the opportunity to clarify what he meant he continued to claim he had never killed 

anyone and it was not right. He avoided saying that he had not killed her or make any mention of the 
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victim herself. He also failed to mention that he had killed someone which is a matter of record from the 

1967 Maryland homicide. 

It was obvious to me that Cosden was now trying to explain his way out of the DNA match and knew he 

needed to come up with an excuse for the finding. I shared my thought's with him in that regard to which 

he had no response. 

I had interviewed his mother Janet Cosden prior to contacting him the second time at the institution and 

found that his personal property had been placed in the attic after she had been given it by her daughter in 

law Rita Cosden, now Rita Luce. Janet was able to provide information as to the status of the prope1ty 

since she received it and advised that it had remained in her attic undisturbed since she took it in. She 

also stated that she had been in contact with Cosden since he was sentenced and had cut off all contact 

with him over the past five or six years. She stated she had visited him with her husband prior to his 

passing in 1983 and kept him up on matters including where his personal property was being kept. 

During the review of the case file I read a hand written book authored by Cosden while serving out his 

sentence at the Twin Rivers Correction Center in Monroe. The book was very graphic describing the 

female writer as a victim of incest, rape, kidnap, sodomy, child molestation and rape by several males. 

Towards the end of the book a situation was described where the victims pants were cut with a knife from 

the front at the belt line down to the crotch and the 1mderwear cut in the same manner laying the cut 

clothing aside exposing the genital area and the sex act performed at that point on the exposed areas. 

pants were cut at the belt line down to the crotch area as were her under pants both of 

which were ]aid aside exposing her bare buttocks and vagina and she was found to have sperm inside her 

vagina where the DNA sample used for comparison was found. The description of the incident in 

Cosden's hand written book and the condition of clothing at the discovery of her body in 

Capitol Forest differed only in that in the book the cut's were made in the front while were 

made at the rear. It should be noted that in interviews with Cosden's ex wife Rita she relates that Cosden 

was constantly requesting to have anal sex with her which she did not allow. Captain Curtis of this 

agency had authored a search warrant for the hand written book and it is currently in custody in the 

evidence section of DOC in Olympia. I located and took a taped statement from Corrections Officer 

Gerald E. Johnson, DOB 10/23/42, POB 888, Monroe, WA. 98272, phone 360-794-2400. Officer 
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Johnson and his partner Officer, Cheryl A. Peitzmeier, DOB 04/24/53, same address, did a routine cell 

shakedown and found the handwritten book. Johnson reviewed it and found it to be in violation of the 

SOTP program Cosden had been involved in and it was seized and turned into Pat Glebe, Cosden's 

counselor, address POB 777, Monroe, WA. 98272, phone 360-794-2605. Mr. Glebe remained in custody 

of the book until booked into evidence with DOC. Another officer involved in the search and seizure of 

the book was Katherine L. Jones, DOB 03/24/54, same address and phone as Johnson. 

It was decided to request a search warrant of Cosden's personal property stored at his mothers in an effort 

to find any evidence relating to this incident. I drafted that request and was granted the search warrant on 

01/04/02 by Judge Casey. I served that warrant on 01/08/02 at Janet Cosden's residence located at 8921 

Armstrong Rd. SW, Olympia, WA. 98512. I took into custody three cardboard boxes and one green 

duffel bag which was identified by Janet as being the property of William her son. I searched through 

each box and the duffel bag and found nothing of evidentiary value to this case and all property was 

returned to Janet Cosden. 

I found and interviewed several DOC inmates who had been housed with Cosden since 1994, none had 

any information of evidentiaty value to this case. All remembered him and described him as a heavy 

smoker, heavy soda drinker, bragger and game player advising he was good at Dungeons and Dragon 

games. 

On 01/07/02 I contacted Mildred M. Tibbetts, 03/19/18, 10910 Case Rd. SW, Olympia, WA. 98512, 

phone 352-9876. I asked Mildred and her husband Mel if they remembered the night of a truck fire up the 

road from them where Bill Cosden had come to their home seeking assistance. Mel had suffered a stroke 

and heart surgery and did not have a clear memo1y of that incident. Mildred did remember the incident 

clearly and advised when Bill had come to their home he had handed her his rifle and told her to hang on 

to it, he couldn't be in possession of a fireatm and the cops were coming. It frightened Mildred but she 

did keep it in her home while Bill and Mel went back up to the truck to help put the fire out. Later, Bill 

returned and picked up the rifle from Mildred. Mildred thought it was strange that Bill ran all the way to 

their home the night of the fire when there was a home across and up the street that was much closer than 

theirs. 
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I re-contacted Tim Cosden and asked if he remembered Bill deer hunting on a regular basis. He stated 

Bill was always going deer hunting but he never got a deer. I asked him if he was sure about Bill never 

getting a deer. He stated he was sure he hadn't. 

I re-contacted Rita Luce and asked her if while she was married to Bill Cosden she remembered him 

going deer hunting on a regular basis. She stated he always went deer hunting but she does not recall him 

ever getting or bringing home a deer. She stated she remembered on one occasion cooking venison but 

does not remember where it came from. She was sure Bill had never brought home a deer from any of his 

hunting trips. 

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT 

By: Deputy Tim Rudloff 

NARRATIVE: 

On 1-3-02 and 1-7-02 I accompanied TCSO Detective Dave Haller to DOC's McNeil Island Facility for 

the purpose of an interview regarding this case. On both such dates, we met with suspect William E. 

Cosden, who agreed to be interviewed. The following is an account of the infmmation learned from such 

interviews. 

1-3-02 I 0930 hours -

We met with William Cosden and made introductions. Detective Haller read Cosden the Miranda 

Warning. He informed us that he understood the rights that Det. Haller had read to him and agreed to 

speak with us. Det. Haller informed Cosden that he was investigating a homicide from 1973. He 

explained the process by which such unsolved cases are periodically reviewed for continued 

investigation. Det. Haller then asked Cosden about his recollection of the case as it pe1iained to past 

contacts with him by TCSO Detectives. Cosden stated that he recalled two TCSO Detectives came to 

interview him in the 1980' s concerning a homicide but had no specific recollection of the case details. 

He added that it has been a "long time." 
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At this time, Det. Haller showed Cosden photographs o nd asked him if he had ever 

recalled seeing her. He stated "no." Detective Haller asked him if he bad ever had sex with her. He 

stated "no." Det. Haller then took back two color pictmes of - and showed him a black and 

white picture of a coat and asked him if he had ever seen that coat. He stated he had not. Det. Haller 

asked him if he recalled the name of Cosden responded that it was possible that this 

was the name of the victim in such homicide case that he was contacted about in the 1980's. Det. Haller 

refreshed Cosden's memory concerning the contact detectives had with him in the 1980's, and Cosden 

stated that some of the details were "coming back" to him. 

At this time, Det. Haller took Cosden back to the time period of the homic.ide and asked him if he 

recalled the truck fire on Case Road. Cosden responded, "oh, yeah" indicating that he recalled this. The 

specific fo·e that was being recalled was an evening during such time period when Cosden's pickup had 

totally burned up a few miles away from the Restover Truck Stop. Case reports from past interviews 

with Cosden had indicated that he claimed his pickup had suddenly and unexpectedly caught fire. 

However, there were now suspicious circumstances known about the evening of the fire. Such 

circumstances being that an attendant at the Restover truck stop recalled Cosden's arrivnl at the Truck 

Stop on such evening just prior to the fire. Such attendant was to have recalled him arriving from the 

west in an eastbound movement on 93rd A venue. The attendant recalled Cosden having blood stained 

clothing. When asked where he had been, Cosden said he had been poaching in Capital Forest. He 

recalled Cosden filling both tanks to his pickup with fuel and driving off. Shortly thereafter, Cosden's 

pickup went up in flames on Case Road. 

In speaking of his actions on such evening, Cosden stated that he had filled both tanks to his pickup and 

headed for home. He stated that during the drive, his pick.up just caught on fire and burnt up. He did not 

mention what he had been doing previous to fueling the pickup. Det. Haller asked him if he recalled 

where he had come from prior to fueling up. Cosden stated that he recalled his wife being mad at him, 

and so he was probably doing what he always did during such time, which was poaching. Det. Haller 

asked him ifhe recalled where he was poaching. Cosden stated, "Yelm?" as if he was unsure. 

At this time, Det. Haller asked Cosden "you know where Margaret McKinney campground is, right?" 

Cosden stated he wasn't sure. Det. Haller followed up by asking him about his recollection of teaching 

E:\ l V330\73- l 7592.OFF.doc Page 28 of 38 



CASE NO.: 73-17592-12 

karate to girls in a house up that way, giving direction as they spoke. Cosden remembered the location of 

the camp and described it at that point. Det. Haller asked Cosden if he had been poaching in Capitol 

Forest the night of his truck fire. Cosden took a several second pause and stated, "No, no game up 

there," in explaining why. 

At this time, Det. Haller asked Cosden what kind of firearm he used to hunt with during this time period. 

Cosden recalled having a pistol and at least one rifle but maybe two rifles. Det. Haller reminded Cosden 

that he saved his rifle from being destroyed in the fire on such evening. Cosden recalled this and 

suggested that it was the only thing he was able to save. Det. Haller asked Cosden what other things he 

used when he was poaching. Cosden stated that he had a knife. Det. Haller followed up by asking him to 

recall his knife or knives from this time period. However, Cosden stated that he did not recall. Det. 

Haller asked him a serious of questions relating to what one has to do once a deer is poached. Cosden 

explained how he had to gut and clean the deer in a quick manner during such times as to lesson the risk 

of getting caught. 

At this time, Det. Haller asked Cosden what happened to all his personal items once he was incarcerated. 

Cosden suggested that it was probable that his ex-wife ended up with such items. He added that he had 

not had any contact with her in years, and did not even know where she was these days. Det. Haller and 

Cosden then had several minutes of conversation relating to the Cosden family. According to Cosden he 

has not had any contact with his family in years and does not see any regular visitors. 

Next, Det. Haller asked Cosden if he recalled being questioned about Brenda Baker during the 1980's 

when the detectives were last there. Cosden stated that he did not recall her name being the subject of 

any questioning during that time period. 

At this time, Det. Haller and Cosden had conversations concerning the rape conviction for which Cosden 

is serving his current sentence. Det. Haller reminded Cosden that he adamantly denied guilt for such 

crime for many years, including during some of his first parole hearings. Cosden agreed that he had 

denied the truth for some time. He stated that he completely admits and accepts his guilt in the crime to 

date. He stated that it was a terrible thing that he had done and how wrong it was. He stated that he did 
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not understand his anger and violence during that time. He stated that there was a physiatrist that told 

him that it related to him striking out at his father. 

Det. Haller then had some conversation with Cosden regarding his recollection of a past incident in his 

20's where he had filled a female in the state of Maryland. As a result of such case, Cosden had received 

a mental commitment. Case files indicate that Cosden had never claimed a specific recollection of such 

incident. However, Cosden informed Det. Haller that he did remember killing the woman. In speaking 

of it, he stated "That was just a case where I raped and beat her to death and left her in the water.'"' At 

this time, Det. Haller had conversation with Cosden about having fantasies and whether he would live 

these fantasies out. Cosden's only comment was that he believed fantasies were dreams that should not 

be acted upon. Det. Haller then discussed Cosden's military enlistment, which included a tour in the 

Vietnam War. Cosden stated that he only knew of one direct death he caused in the war. He stated that it 

was a fellow marine who he had accidentally shot during an ambush. Det. Haller questioned whether he 

had made comments about killing more of his fellow soldiers during the interview with detectives in the 

1980's. He stated that he did not. Det. Haller told Cosden that if there were questions to what he had or 

had not done in the military, it could now be answered due to currently having his military file. Cosden 

stated, "you don't have all of them." Det. Haller asked him to clarify this. Cosden simply stated, "you 

don't have all of them," and then asked, "Where did them files comes from?" Det. Haller commented 

that he was unsure where they ultimately derived from but suggested that it was by way of the Defense 

Depmiment. Cosden then stated "well then you don't have all of them, you'd better check Langley." 

Cosden was not questioned further on the matter as it was assumed that he was simply trying to suggest 

that he had some Top Secret or special file on him of which we were not aware. 

At this time, Det. Haller questioned Cosden concerning any specific feelings he had for hitchhikers when 

he worked his family's business at the Restover Truck Stop. Cosden stated that hitchhikers never 

bothered him. Det. Haller asked him if he had ever dated or had sex with any of the girls that would flow 

through the Truck Stop. Cosden stated that he was positive that he had not. Det. Haller informed Cosden 

that the case file indicated that he claimed to have had sex with a couple of girls via meeting them at the 

Truck Stop. Cosden stated "no." Det. Haller asked him if he recalled his wife finding a half-naked 

thirteen-year-old girl asleep in the back seat of his car back then. He stated he did not remember that. 

Det. Haller asked Cosden if he recalled a time when his wife was to have caught him skinny dipping in a 
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pond near the truck stop with another woman and her kids. Cosden stated he did not have a specific 

recollection but that this could have been a probable event. 

At this time, Det. Haller and Cosden had several minutes of conversation about religion and aging. Det. 

Haller had asked him about being forthright with the events that took place on the evening of the pickup 

fire. He also asked him to be forthright concerning any contact he had witl 

made no additional comments in regards to Det. Hailer's suggestion. 

Cosden 

At this ti.me, Det. Haller informed Cosden of the DNA test results indicating a positive connection to 

him. Specifically, Det. Haller read these results to him directly from the lab report. Upon hearing this 

information, Cosden had a tremendous reaction in his physical stature. I had been closely monitoring 

Cosden' s demeanor and posture throughout the interview. Previous to this, Cosden was very relaxed. He 

was seated in a chair with his legs and arms in open positions and his shoulders relaxed. However, upon 

hearing of the DNA results, Cosden had several body reactions showing his immediate defensive 

posturing. Specifically, I observed that his legs and arms came together and he interlocked aJI his 

fingers. His body became rigid and his shoulders shrug upward as to protect his neck ~n:a. I also 

observed that his eye blinking was now twice the rate it had been. All of these reactions that I observed 

happened in direct response to the DNA evidence. It was ve1y obvious that hearing this DNA test result 

put him in an immediate defensive posturing. Regarding his verbal reaction to the DNA evidence results, 

Cosden stated, "it can't be right," "I didn't kill anybody." Detective Haller spent several more minutes 

discussing the DNA results with Cosden. He never made further comment to the results other than "it 

can't be right" and "I didn't kill anybody." 

Det. Haller then asked Cosden, "Did you kill 

Haller asked Cosden, "Did you have sex wit 

so." Det. Haller asked, "Did you ever meet 

' Cosden answered "no." Detective 

?" Cosden answered, "No, I don't think 

" Cosden answered, "No. I have no 

idea," and commented that there was a long time factor involved. 

At this time, Det. Haller and Cosden had a discussion about Cosden's time in prison. Cosden was 

showing obvious emotion at this point as he had been crying ever since hearing the DNA evidence. Det. 

Haller asked Cosden if he had committed other rapes in his life other than the one he is serving on. 
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Cosden made a comment suggesting that there were other rapes he had committed. Det. Haller asked 

him who he had raped in the past. Cosden then explained he didn't know who they were, saying, "The 

thing about rape is that you don't want to see the victim's face 'cause it's like looking at yourself." Det. 

Haller attempted to question him further conceming his comments about these additional rapes. 

However, Cosden avoided the questions and got up out of his chair, distraught and crying. Det. Haller 

ended the interview with Cosden at this time, which I noted to be 1045 hours. 

1-7-02 I 0920 hours -

We met with William Cosden who was already familiar with us from our interview with him the week 

prior. Det. Haller informed him that we came back to talk with him since he had some time to think 

about our last interview and the new information that came out. Cosden was open to discussion and 

maintained a relaxed posture much like he had at the start of our first interview. He and Det. Haller 

talked for several minutes concerning his classification change relating to his DOC status. 

Next, Det. Haller talked and <1sked questions about Cosden's recollection of the contact that detectives 

had with him in the l 980's concerning this case. Cosden recalled it as a general probing interview along 

with a comt order to secure hair and body fluid samples. He dist inctly recalled being upset over the 

whole matter and believing that it was harassment via retaliation by one of his sisters who he claimed 

was married to a police officer at the time. He added that it probably was his own fault being that he put 

his sisters through so much. Det. Haller asked if he was referring to when he in their 

childhood. He indicated that this was what he was referring to. The facts of such molestation had been 

a.lluded to by Cosden1s family in past parole hearings and were included in the case file. 

At this time Detective Haller and Cosden talked for several minutes about Cosden's future expectations. 

Cosden suggested a bleak future of incarceration and was not hopeful for a successful Parole. However, 

he also talked about a desire to get out of incarceration for at least some portion of his Hfe span. Detective 

Haller then talked for several minutes with Cosden concerning his Mother's health and updated him on 

his family 's status. This appeared to relax Cosden who was still very open to conversation with Detective 

Haller. Detective Haller then brought up comments that Cosden had made toward the end of our previous 

interview. Specifically, his comments on how he did not want to see the face of hjs rape victims. Cosden 
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did not answer the question and appeared to contemplate this topic as a defensive one for him. He 

commented that the thing about rape is that it's more about control than penetration. Again, his answers 

to such line of questioning by Detective Haller showed that he was not going to discuss his comments 

concerning further rapes that he allude to the interview prior. 

At this time Detective Haller questioned Cosden about his childhood, puberty and general upbringing. 

Cosden suggested an abusive childhood at the hands of his father. He alluded to a couple scenarios in 

which he was physically "fist beat" by his father. One such beating involved a math test he had failed and 

the other was for an overturned CJu·istmas tree accident. He sobbed emotionally during his account of 

these scenarios. He stated that around the age of 10 years old he was so distraught with his father that he 

seriously contemplated "blowing his head off with a gun." He suggested that the only thing that 

prevented him from carrying through with it was the fact that his father was the "bread winner" for the 

family. He commented that since such time period in his life he "did not want to see tomorrow". Cosden 

continued to talk about his life within his puberty years. He suggested that there was nothing unusual to 

this time period and felt it was as any normal boy in puberty. He claimed he was generally shy but did 

have girlfriends from time to time. 

Al this time Detective Haller asked him the reason for molesting his sisters. This was another time in 

which Cosden completely avoided the direct question he was asked. He simply commented that he knew 

it wasn't right at the time. Detecti.ve Haller asked him what he had done to cover it up. Cosden stated that 

he didn't cover it up and suggested that he was hoping to get caught. He added that it was just like the 

rape he is serving for now and suggested that in some way he wanted to get caught 

At this time Detective Haller and Cosden had several minutes of conversation concerning Cosden's 

religious beliefs and his overall faith in general. During this time Detective Haller asked Cosden again to 

be fo11hcoming with the events surrounding the evening of his truck fire and any knowledge of­

~ uring that time period. 

At this time Cosden stated that he had been thinking about things since our last interview. He stated that 

he had to tell us that he did in fact have contact with on such date of his truck fire. 

Previous to this initial statement by Cosden I had been taking a break from my note taking. As such, I 

had set my pen and pad down. Cosden looked at me with a prominent scowl on his face and stated "what 
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are you doing''? "you better pick up your fucking pad and get all this shit down"! "you don't want to miss 

any of this, this is what you been waiting for!" This was the first time throughout our interview that I had 

observed Cosden's aggression. His demeanor was showing that be was about to be forthcoming 

concerning a matter that was obviously upsetting to him. 

Cosden alluded to the following scenario conceming the totality of his contact with 

on the date of his truck fire. Cosden stated that he met at the 

Restover truck stop sometime during the evening hours on such date. He recalled her as being a 

hitchhiker that was looking for a ride to continue South. He had no specific recollection to her final 

destination. In describing how he had specific recollection o 

-He stated that he joked with her abou~ eing s 

his contact with her she never gave her age and he never asked. 

ommented on her last name, 

He suggested that tluoughout 

Cosden stated that he offered a ride to her Southerly destination for the return of 

having sex with him. He suggested that she agreed to this arrangement and it was determined that they 

would leave the next morning. Cosden stated that he then got set up in one of the motel 

rooms at the trnck stop. Detective Haller asked him if she was officially registered into the room. Cosden 

stated that she was not. He added that this was his advantage of having the rnn of the place. This was in 

reference to the fact that his parents owned the truck stop. 

Cosden stated that he escorted to the room and saw that she was settled in. He added 

that at this point they did not have any sex and he simply left her there. From here Cosden suggested that 

he did go out poaching in the Yelm area by himself. He later returned to the truck stop and went to 

room. He stated that he reminded her of their sex for a ride agreement. He stated that 

they then had vaginal and anal intercourse within the room for some period of time. After they were 

finished, Cosden went into the bathroom to clean himself. He stated that when he came out of the 

batJu-oom,~ as gone from the room. He stated that moments later he saw her in the truck stop 

lounge. He suggested that for reasons unknown to him- appeared as if she did not want to have 

anything more to do with him once she got to the lounge. As such, he departed company with her at that 

point which is the last time he saw her. Cosden stated that he then filled up his pickup tanks with fuel and 

left the truck stop for home which is when he had the fire with his truck 
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Upon completion of his scenario Detective Haller asked him about the time of day for such events. 

Cosden couJd only best recall that it was around 0200 lu-s. when he last le~ within the 

lounge. 

At this time Detective Haller pointed out to Cosden that it was obvious by his current admission that he 

had recalled the events of his contact witl from as far back as the inteiviews in the 

1980's. He asked him why he had not been forthcoming at that time. Cosden would only allude to the 

fac t that he would have been ad1nitting to a crime concerning the sexual contact with a minor. He further 

suggested that he was uncertain to date if there would still be a chargeable crime for such a sex offense. 

At this time myself and Detective Haller continued to question Cosden concerning his current motivation 

to finally disclose his scenario of sexual contact wit . It was obvious to us that his long 

held disclosure now suddenly revealed was based on his need to further explain the presence of such 

recent DNA evidence. Cosden would not elaborate on this. As well, he again denied being responsible for 

death. 

Detective Haller concluded the interview with Cosden at this time and I noted the time as being 1025 

ms .. 

End of supplementary repo1t. 

TCSO Deputy Tim Rudloff #4 7 
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Physical Evidence 

William Cosden Jr. had long been considered suspect and we sent his known blood to the state crime lab 

for comparison to a swab of the victim's vagina during the 1973 autopsy. 

Forensic Scientist Jeremy D. Sanderson tested the evidence against Cosden and reported to us that: 

"The DNA profile from William Cosden matches the profile of the major DNA component recovered 

from the sperm fraction of the vaginal swab at all of the sites examined. It can be estimated that not 

more than one person in the world's population, excluding identical twins, would have this profile 

(using frequency data compiled by the FBI and published in the Journal of Forensic Sciences 2001, 

45 (3))." 

Thus, Cosden's DNA was found in the vaginal tract of victim - See the 11/13/01 report from 

Sanderson at the crime lab. 

Sanderson had earlier examined-vaginal swab evidence for comparison to the convicted felon 

databank maintained by the WSP Crime Laboratory. 0 matches had been found until we sent up 

Cosden's sample for comparison. See the 9/26/01 report by Sanderson. 

Supervising Criminalist Donald C. MacLaren examined th and Cosden samples much earlier, in 

1986, but could not make an adequate comparison with technology of that time. See 9/25/86 repo11. And 

Cosden could not be excluded either. On January 2, 1974, MacLaren did find the presence of acid 

phosphate on the vaginal swab. 

An October 1986 report by crime lab employee Lynn D. McIntyre indicated that: 

a) The cut hairs off the jacket supports the hypothesis that her throat was cut. Also, the blood 

stain pattern on her blouse indicates she was on her back in a prone position at the time of the 

bleeding." 

E:\1 V330\73-l 7592.OFF.doc Page 36 of38 



CASENO.: 73~17592-12 

b) "the condition of her jeans (the mud in the front and the clean cuts in the back) as well as the 

condition of her shoe suggest she did not walk but was transported to the woods after her 

throat was cut, as there are no indications she was on her back at the site. 

We also had co11ected evidence in 1973 of two pieces of natural 3/8" fiber rope at the site the body was 

found. The rope was cut and thought to have been used to bind the victim. 

Deputy Pat Sweeney had noticed and seized a piece of link chain al the dump scene, indicating~ 

medical bracelet had been removed to conceal her identity. The rest of it was never found. 

The state toxicology report of 1/7/74 showed no sign of basic or barbiturate drugs nor alcohol in the 

- samples submitted. Thus, the beer found at the dump scene was not consumed by the victim. 

Photos showed some beer was unopened and abandoned there by the body. 

November 24, 1973 

November 25, 1973 
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Time Line - Mark Curtis 2/8/02 

•

·oke up with her boyfriend, had sex with another boy 

baby sat for a family 

- arrived 0200 at the home of 

night. 

1000 am awoke, no breakfast 

and stayed the 

1330 hour-hitch hiked south from 91 st and Aurora North, 

Seattle, Washington, seen b 

who recall they "thought they would never see her 

again, headed to Oregon." Also witnes 

2200 to 2300 hours, David Perschon saw coagulated blood on a 

sleeping bag in the back of Bill Cosden Jr.' s International pick up 

huck, canopy curtains were not showing. He also saw a shoe quite 

like the victim's shoe and a gun stock under the sleeping bag. 
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November 26, 1973 

November 26, 1973 

December 6, 1973 

December 7, 1973 

December 11, 1973 

December 13, 1973 

December 14, 1973 
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0200 ish, Carl Clark observed stains on the clothing of Bill Cosden 

Jr., possibly blood stains. Carl fully gassed up the truck. 

0220 hours, the truck is reported as burning. Cosden got his gun out 

of the burning vehicle. 

The canopy cm1ains were pulled when the truck left the Restover 

truck stop gas pumps. 

Sally Devine reported her daughter as a runaway, headed to 

Rockaway, Oregon. 

-s body was reported found at Camp Margaret McKenny, 

approximately 1000 hours. 1023 hours reported to TCSO. 

Autopsy 

The media notified of body markings. 

Delmer Bennett and Charles Charboneau identified the body as -
Dr. Bigelow removed a tooth 

D.D.S. Dr Stanford D. Prince identified the tooth as from his patient -
Mark Curtis, Captain 

Det. Dave Haller 
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